Critical analysis assignment from FTS: The Mysterious World (Fister)
What? For each of the books we read together, with the exception of the one your group presents, you will write a two-page analysis focused on a question, a hypothesis, or a thesis (that is, you have to decide on a particular point you want to make about the book). You will develop an argument that addresses that point using evidence from the book (references to scenes or quotations from the book) and will reach a meaningful conclusion. For each of these four short papers you will likely need to produce a second, revised paper since revision based on editorial suggestions is an important part of the writing process. Why? These assignments will develop life-long critical thinking abilities and will give you practice in the kind of formal analysis that is frequently assigned in college.

Rubric

	
	Oh dear!
	Not bad
	Well done!

	Thesis / Main Point  

(30 points)
	I have no idea what you’re trying to say 
	I see what you’re getting at, but it’s not getting me terribly excited

	The opening is sharp and your main idea is intriguing

	Evidence 

(30 points)
	You don’t introduce any information from the book to support your point
	You have some evidence from the book, but it isn’t the best evidence to support your points


	You’ve chosen good information to bolster your ideas and use it to good effect

	Organization 

(30 points)
	You jump from one idea to another; there are no connections
	I can see where you’re going, but in some cases you could have been more clearly organized


	The argument is laid out in a logical way and the transitions from one idea to another are smooth 

	Spelling, grammar, punctuation, correct documentation

(10 points)

	It looks as if you wrote this with your eyes closed
	A little sloppy, but nothing that makes it really hard to read


	No significant errors


Strengths: 

Things to work on: 

