Rubric for Evaluation of Papers – GEO 392-393
	
	5 – excellent
	4 – very good
	3 – good
	2 – fair
	1 – poor

	Accuracy

30%
	Represents a factually correct synthesis of the topic.
	Contains a few minor factual errors.
	Contains several minor factual errors and no more than one major error.
	Contains several major factual errors.
	Contains many factual errors and shows no evidence of distinction between facts and errors.

	Completeness

20%
	Covers the main points of the topic thoroughly.
	Misses one or two major points, or covers some points superficially.
	Misses several major points or covers many points only superficially.
	Is much too narrow, covering only one or two important points, or is too broad, representing only superficial coverage.
	Is both narrow and superficial, covering few topics with little depth.

	Clarity

15%
	Uses a logical structure appropriate to the topic; paper’s organization is sensible; data, conclusions, and opinion are well separated.
	Has few structural flaws; one or two elements of organization are not clearly structured; data, conclusions, and opinion are well separated.
	Has several logical jumps in paper organization; paper’s structure is not suited to the topic; data, conclusions, and opinion not well separated.
	Paper is poorly organized; reader cannot follow the logic of the paper; data, conclusions, and opinion not clearly separated.
	Paper has no discernible organization; no sections; data, conclusions, and opinion not separated at all.

	Citations

10%
	Citations are used appropriately throughout the paper; sufficient references to a variety of literature sources are provided to support the paper’s case.
	Citations are used appropriately throughout the paper; a few more references are required to support the paper’s case.
	Citations are not always used appropriately; substantially more references are required to support the paper’s case.
	Citations are not always used appropriately; many more references are required.
	Citations are generally not used; many more references are required.

	Format/Style

10%
	Uses appropriate manuscript format; sentence structure is focused and enhances understanding. Paper is free of grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors.
	Uses appropriate manuscript format; sentence structure is generally clear, but a few sentences may be wordy or unfocused. Paper has only a few mechanical errors that do not impede understanding.
	Few errors in manuscript format; sentence structure is generally correct, but sentences are wordy, repetitive, or confusing. Paper has several mechanical errors that may confuse the reader.
	Several errors in manuscript format; errors in sentence structure cause confusion. Paper has many mechanical errors that impede understanding.
	Manuscript is improperly formatted; sentence structure, word choice, grammar, and spelling are poor; paper does not appear to have been proofread.

	Synthesis

15%
	Uses evidence appropriately and effectively, providing sufficient evidence and explanation to convince; paper has a clear perspective.
	Begins to offer reasons to support its points; begins to interpret evidence and explain connections. Examples are relevant.
	Uses generalizations to support points. Examples are of limited relevance. Conclusions depend on unsupported opinion, or assume that evidence speaks for itself.
	Depends on overgeneralizations, or lacks evidence to support conclusions. Paper lacks a clear perspective; may be only a summary.
	Uses irrelevant details or lacks supporting evidence entirely. May be too brief.


