Gustav II Adolf
Gustav II Adolf, for whom the college is named, was born in 1594. He was the son of Karl IX and his wife Kristina of Holstein-Gottorp. He married Maria Eleonora of Brandenburg  who gave birth to a daughter who would become Queen Kristina of Sweden.

His relations to the Swedish aristocracy were very good. The aristocracy had strengthened its power position after the death of Karl IX. For instance, the King had to consult the Council of Aristocrats before initiating or ending a war. During his regime, many aristocrats were awarded estates in conquered territories, and others were able to buy land, originally belonging to the state. The good relations between the King and the aristocracy created a stable political climate. 

During Gustav II Adolf’s period as king, a number of new cities built, among them the most important, Göteborg. Today you can see the statue of the king on Gustav II Adolf square.
As King, he immediately had to deal with a war against Denmark. In this war the Danes, among other things, occupied the fortress of Älvsborg in Göteborg. The Swedish state had to pay a ransom to get it back. During the 30 Years War, Gustav II Adolf personally led his troops in Germany. At Breitenfelt in 1631, he won a great victory in spite of numerical inferiority. However, one year later, in 1632, he was killed in the Battle of Lützen. In the peace of Westfalia in 1648, Sweden was established as Great Power.


Evelyn “Ma” Young

Evelyn (a.k.a. Ma) Young, though not of international fame, did much for Gustavus. Described by her classmates as ‘energetic’, Evelyn Young graduated from Gustavus in 1933 with an English Education major. Sixteen years later she turned in her teaching books and took out her cookbooks as she became the director of the Gustavus Dining Services for the next 32 years (1949-1981). A former student, Kelvin Miller ’73, is quoted as saying, “There was never a moment’s hesitation in correcting a mistake. It was the quintessential liberal education; grammar and pecan pie.”

Though Evelyn is most known for her great rye bread and boundless energy, she also aided Gustavus in other ways. Evelyn Young introduced the Schaefers to Gustavus, who later donated part of their fortune to build the Schaefer Fine Arts Center in 1971. After the tornado she baked 4,000+ cookies for a fundraiser benefiting the library. 
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Erik Norelius
The first Lutheran Church in Minnesota was established in 1854. The church originally had 12 Swedish and Norwegian members, with church services in one of the two languages on alternate Sundays. Reverend Erik Norelius was the first full time pastor of the church. Erik Norelius, an immigrant Swedish Lutheran pastor who came to the United States in 1850, founded Gustavus Adolphus College in Red Wing, Minnesota in 1862. Originally names the Minnesota Preparatory School, it was renamed St. Ansgar’s Academy in 1863 and was moved to East Union. In 1876, the school moved to St. Peter, where it was named Gustavus Adolphus College to honor the Swedish King Gustav Adolf II (15-94-1632), who defended the Protestants during the Thirty Years War. 

Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota also traces its roots to Swedish Lutheran Pastor Erik Norelius and his small congregation in Vasa, Minnsota. They took in four orphan children in 1862 and built an orphanage called Vasa Lutheran Children’s Home.
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