If you sometimes get discouraged 

consider this fellow:

He dropped out of grade school.

Ran a country store.

Went broke.

Took 15 years to pay off his bills.

Took a wife.

Unhappy marriage.

Ran for House.

Lost twice.

Ran for Senate.

Lost twice.

Delivered speech that 

became a classic.

Audience indifferent.

Attacked daily 

by the press and 

despised by half 

the country.

Despite all this, imagine 

how many people all over 

the world have been 

inspired by this awkward, 

rumpled, 

brooding man 

who signed his 

name simply, 

A. Lincoln.

Little Things

Most of us

miss out on life’s big prizes.

The Pulitzer.

The Nobel.

Oscars.

Tonys.

Emmys.

But we’re all eligible for 

life’s small pleasures.

A pat on the back.

A kiss behind the ear.

A four-pound bass.

A full moon.

An empty parking space.

A crackling fire.

A great meal.

A glorious sunset.

Hot soup.

Cold soda.

Don’t fret about copping 

life’s grand awards.  

Enjoy its tiny delights.  

There are plenty for all of us.

Do you really care – or-

Do you care enough to smile at me – 

or is that only when you’re free?

Do you care enough to touch and hug – 

or is that only when it fits your role?

Do you care enough to talk and share – 

or is that only when you’re feeling good?

Do you are enough to say “I’m sorry” – 

or is that only when your pride’s not hurt.

Do you care enough to stop and listen – 

or is that only when you’re through with work?

Do you care enough to resolve our differences – 

or is that only when it fits your motives?

Do you care enough to be yourself – 

or is that only if there is no risk?

Do you care enough to be my friend each day – 

or is that only when I don’t get in your way?

Tell me, 

Do you really care – 

Or . . . . is it just a job?

Anyway

The Winner’s Creed

People are unreasonable, illogical and self-centered.

Love them anyway!

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives.

Do good anyway!

If you are successful you will win false friends and true enemies.

Succeed anyway!

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.

Be Honest and frank anyway!

The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow.

Do Good Anyway!

The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest people with the smallest mind.

Think Big Anyway.

People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs.

Fight for some underdogs anyway.

What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight.

Build anyway.

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth.

Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
Author Unknown

A Wish For Leaders

I sincerely wish you will have the experience of thinking up a new idea, planning it, organizing it, and following it to completion, and then have it be magnificently successful.  I also hop you’ll go through the process and have something “bomb-out”.

I wish you could know how it feels “to run” with all your heart and lose…horribly.

I wish you could achieve some great good for mankind but have nobody know about it except you.

I wish you could find something so worthwhile that you deem it worthy of investing your life within it.

I hope you become frustrated and challenged enough to being to push back the very barriers of your own personal limitations.

I hope you make a stupid mistake and get caught red-handed and are big enough to say those magic words:  “I was wrong”.

I hope you give so much of yourself that some days you wonder if it’s worth all the effort.

I wish for you a magnificent obsession that will give you reason for living and purpose and direction and life.

I wish for you the worst kind of criticism for everything you do, because that makes you fight to achieve beyond what you normally would.

I wish for you the experience of leadership.

Earl Reum.

