How to Behave in a Restaurant:
If you know how to conduct yourself in a restaurant, not only will you and those around you have a more comfortable and enjoyable experience, the restaurant staff will actually give you better service.

1. Confirm your reservation BEFORE you arrive and show up on time. Call ahead if you are going to be more than 15 minutes late.

2. Dress up rather than down; it is better to be overdressed than underdressed. Act confident, but not arrogant. 

3. If you are meeting a date, do so before you arrive at the restaurant, otherwise one of you may have to sit alone waiting for the other to arrive.

4. Wait for everyone at the table to be served before you begin eating. If there is a host, wait for that person to begin eating first.

5. Do NOT place your cell phone on the table. Keep it out of sight and set to vibrate or off.

6. Communicate effectively with the waiter or waitress.  Treat them with respect, smile, and look them in the eye.

7. An acceptable tip for excellent service should be in the range of 15 to 20 percent.  If the food is revolting, do NOT penalize the waiters by skimping on the tip – they don’t cook it.
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