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Gustavus Adolphus College
Outcome Measures Data from the First Year

In fall 2006, 246 first-year Gustavus students participated in the Wabash National Study of Liberal Arts Education. They completed several surveys and assessments that measured the extent to which they had achieved selected liberal arts outcomes including critical thinking, leadership, moral reasoning, openness to diversity, and psychological well-being. In spring 2007, 200 students returned to complete the same surveys and assessments that they had taken in the fall, and to answer questions about their experiences during their first year in college. 

This summary lists the outcome measures for which Gustavus students’ scores were significantly different from students’ scores at all other institutions in the Wabash National Study. You might think of this information as an incoming student profile that describes ways in which your students were different from other students in the study. We have also highlighted the outcome measures for which your students’ scores changed significantly over the course of their first year in college. You can find more information on our outcome measures in the Guide to Outcome Measures at the end of this section. All differences mentioned in this document are statistically significant at or below the 0.05 level.

Incoming Student Profile
When they began college in fall 2006, Gustavus students scored significantly lower than students at other institutions in the Wabash National Study on the following outcome measures:
· Need for Cognition score

· Miville-Guzman Universality-Diversity Scale – Short Form

· Full Scale score

· Comfort with Differences Subscale score

· Ryff Scales of Psychological Well-Being

· Autonomy score
· Purpose in Life score
· Personal Growth score

· Socially Responsible Leadership Scale – Revised Version II

· Consciousness of Self score

· Commitment score

· Collaboration score

· Common Purpose score

· Controversy with Civility score

· Change score

· Life Goals Scales

· Contribution to the Arts

· Orientation Toward Learning Scales

· Openness to Diversity and Challenge

· Positive Attitude toward Literacy
Gustavus students did not score significantly higher than students at other institutions on any of the outcome measures.

First-Year Change
Compared to their scores at the beginning of college, Gustavus students scored significantly higher on the following outcome measures at the end of their first year of college:
· Defining Issues Test, Version 2

· P-score

· N2 score

· Ryff  Scales of Psychological Well-Being

· Autonomy score

· Personal Growth score

· Socially Responsible Leadership Scale – Revised Version II

· Change score
Compared to their scores at the beginning of college, Gustavus students scored significantly lower on the following outcome measures at the end of their first year of college:

· Life Goals Scales

· Professional Success

· Orientation Toward Learning Scales

· Academic Motivation
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