
 

 
Physics Department  
800 West College Avenue 

Saint Peter, Minnesota 56082-1498 

Telephone (507) 933-7308 

Facsimile (507) 933-6104 

 

Open Position: Instructor in Physics 
 March 15, 2016 

 

Position Details: Gustavus Adolphus College invites applications for a full-time (9-month), non-tenure-

track, renewable position of Adjunct Instructor in the Department of Physics, to begin September 1, 2016. 

 

Minimum Required Qualifications: We seek candidates who have earned an M.S. in physics or a related 

field. The successful candidate will have experience in teaching physics at the undergraduate level, 

including labs. This will include familiarity with laboratory instructional and computer equipment, as well 

as laboratory and instructional software and interfaced hardware. Very good organizational and 

communication skills are a requirement of this position. The successful candidate will also have the ability 

to work with minimum supervision. 

 

Preferred Qualifications: Preference will be given to applicants with demonstrated excellence in 

teaching physics. We are interested in applicants who will complement our commitment to students and 

faculty from diverse cultural groups, and who will diversify the expertise and experiences represented in 

the department. 

 

Major/Essential Functions: The annual teaching load for the position will be five courses (typically 10 

contact hours per semester). Primary teaching responsibilities will include undergraduate introductory-

level physics courses and labs. In addition to teaching, the Instructor must: help prepare and revise 

laboratory manuals; set up laboratory equipment and train and supervise student lab assistants and peer 

tutors; help manage laboratory and demonstration equipment and supplies; and acquire competence with a 

wide variety of laboratory and instructional software and interfaced hardware. The department will support 

professional development, including active involvement with physics-teaching and technical-support 

organizations. Given our large cohort of talented student majors, conducting research in physics (or 

physics education) involving them is certainly possible, although it is not an expectation of the position. 

 

Application and Institution Information: Electronic application is required; email application materials 

as separate PDFs to physicssearch@gustavus.edu. The application materials must include a letter of 

application, curriculum vitae, evidence of teaching effectiveness, undergraduate and graduate-studies 

transcripts (scanned copies acceptable), and three confidential letters of professional recommendation 

(sent directly from the reference). The cover letter and letters of recommendation should be addressed to: 

 

Instructor Search 

Physics Department 

Gustavus Adolphus College 

800 W College Ave 

Saint Peter, MN 56082-1498 

mailto:physicssearch@gustavus.edu


 

 

Application information is also available at www.gustavus.edu/jobs. For more details, visit the College’s 

website at www.gustavus.edu/provost/newfaculty/ or contact physicssearch@gustavus.edu. Review of 

applications will begin on April 15, 2016, and continue until the position is filled. 

 

The Physics Department has a nationally recognized program providing general-education courses in the 

liberal arts and service courses for majors in other science disciplines, as well as a comprehensive physics 

major. Gustavus graduates an average of 18 physics majors per year, of whom a very high percentage 

pursue graduate and professional degrees. The department is staffed by 6.0 FTE faculty, and is housed and 

well-equipped in the 64,000 square-foot Olin Hall of Physics, Mathematics, and Computer Science. More 

information about the department may be found at gustavus.edu/academics/physics. 

 

Gustavus Adolphus College is a coeducational, private, Lutheran (ELCA), residential, national liberal arts 

college of 2400 students. The College maintains a longstanding commitment to excellence through 

diversity with a special emphasis on global engagement and service. Additionally, we strive to be a 

community supportive of all kinds of individuals and families. As an Affirmative Action employer, it is 

the policy and practice of Gustavus Adolphus College to provide equal employment opportunities for all. 
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