Gustavus College Wind Ensemble
American Celebration of Music in
Czech Republic, Poland, & Austria
Custom Tour #2

(15 nights / 17 days)

Day 1 -

Wednesday, January 22, 2014
Depart from Minneapolis via scheduled air service to Prague, Czech Republic

Day 2 -

Thursday, January 23
Prague
(D)
Arrive in Prague
Meet your MCI Tour Manager who will assist the group to awaiting chartered
motorcoach for a transfer to the hotel via panoramic tour of Prague’s
highlights including Charles Bridge, Old Town Square with its Tyn Church
and Astronomical Clock, the Jewish Quarter, etc
Lunch on own in Old Town Square and time for shopping
Mid-afternoon hotel check-in
Evening Welcome Dinner and overnight
Prague achieved much of its present glory in the 14th century, during the long reign of
Charles IV, king of Bohemia and Moravia and Holy Roman Emperor. During the
Middle Ages, Prague enjoyed a golden age - a time when Prague was larger than Paris or
London! The Hapsburgs also left their artistic and architectural mark. Today, Prague is
universally declared one of the most beautiful cities in Europe

Day 3 -

1:305:30pm
6:007:00pm
Day 4 -

Friday, January 24
Prague
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Half-day guided tour of Prague that includes visiting Hradcany Castle,
including its St. Vitus Cathedral, the Old Royal Palace, the Golden Lane, and
the Daliborka Tower. Constructed in the 9th century by Prince Bořivoj, the
castle transformed itself from a wooden fortress surrounded by earthen
bulwarks to the imposing form it has today. The castle has three courtyards
and it has always been the seat of Czech rulers as well as the official residence
Lunch on own
Rehearse/warm-up at St. Simon and Judah
Concert at St. Simon and Judah in Prague
Evening dinner and overnight
Saturday, January 25
Prague / Olomouc / Krakow
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to Krakow via Olomouc. The charming and beautiful city of
Olomouc lies beside the Morava River in central Moravia. With around
100,000 inhabitants, it's the fifth largest city in the Czech Republic and
certainly one of the most beautiful. The centre is the largest historic
preservation zone outside Prague, and its cobblestoned streets are lined with
majestic cathedrals and grand palaces.
Lunch on own

Guided tour of Olomouc, including the Town Hall, Astronomical Clock, the
Lower Square with its Plague Column, St. Wenceslas Cathedral, Baroque
fountains and columns, and entrance to the Church of St. Maurice, which has
the largest pipe organ in the Czech Republic
Continue to Krakow for dinner and overnight
Krakow (Cracow), seat of Poland’s oldest university and once the nation’s capital (before
relinquishing the honor to Warsaw in 1611) is one of the few Polish cities that escaped
devastation during World War II. Today Krakow’s fine towers, facades, and churches
illustrating seven centuries of Polish architecture, make it a major attraction for visitors.
Listed by UNESCO in 1978 as one of the 12 great historic cities of the world, Krakow
represents a great repository of Polish history, art and architecture
Day 5 -

Sunday, January 26
Krakow / Miechow
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Full day excursion to Miechow. In vicinity of the Old Market Square is the
church and monastery of Holy Sepulchre Order, which was founded in 1163
by Jaksa of the Gryfici family. The monastery was the first advocate of the
idea and cult of the Holy Sepulchre in Poland and in Europe. Also visit the
wooden “Zacisze” Manor, a building from 18th century, which is part of the
Wooden Architecture Trail of Malopolskie Region.
Lunch on own
Concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in Poland
Evening dinner and overnight

Day 6 -

Monday, January 27
Krakow
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Excursion to Wieliczka to see the underground world of the oldest Salt Mine
in Europe. Admire the gorgeous underground world of salt lakes, galleries
and chapels created by many generations of Polish miners. See up to 20
excavated chambers on 3 levels, full of beautiful statues carved from salt as
well as the Salt Works Museum
Lunch on own
Afternoon at leisure in Krakow
Evening dinner and overnight

Day 7 -

Tuesday, January 28
Krakow
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
A guided sightseeing tour of this ancient capital of Poland, a royal city on the
Vistula, lying at the foot of Wawel, a limestone hill on whose peak rises a
splendid royal palace and the Cathedral of Sts. Stanislaw and Waclaw. Start
with the Royal Castle and Cathedral on the Wawel Hill, which was remodeled
according to the new Renaissance taste in the beginning of the 16th century.
It is the place where Polish kings were crowned and buried. Afterwards, drive
to the Old Town with the Main Market Square and its magnificent houses
and palaces. In the middle of the square is the Cloth Hall, built before 1349
but altered in the 16th century, with many shopping stalls inside. Also visit
the Church of St. Mary, located right on the Main Market Square
Lunch on own
Concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in Poland
Evening dinner and overnight

Day 8 -

Wednesday, January 29
Krakow / Auschwitz / Kety
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to Kety by way of Auschwitz to take a tour of the famous Nazi
camp. The death camp at Oswiecim, known as Konzentrationslager
Auschwitz, was in fact a complex of camps, the largest Nazi death factory,
where four million people, mostly Jews, perished. Auschwitz consisted of
several units, including the largest one at Brzezinka [Birkenau]. Of the
millions of people brought there in the period between 1940 and 1944, only
60 to 70 thousand utterly emaciated victims were alive at the time of
liberation of the camp. At present, the National Museum of Oswiecim is
situated on the site of the former camp
Lunch on own
Evening dinner and overnight

Day 9 -

Thursday, January 30
Kety
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Day at leisure for sightseeing, shopping or other activities (Tour Manager and
coach are at the group’s disposal with in legal driving limits)
Lunch on own
Afternoon Mass followed by a concert as part of the American
Celebration of Music in Poland
Evening dinner and overnight

Day 10 -

Friday, January 31
Kety / Pomaz
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Full-day transfer to Pomaz
Lunch on own
Excursion to Esztergom. Esztergom today is the country’s most sacred city
and the seat of the archbishop of Hungary. Enjoy a visit to the Cathedral that
beautifully dominates the city skyline
Evening dinner and overnight at local homestays

Day 11 -

Saturday, February 1
Pomaz / Budapest
(B,D)
Breakfast at homestays
Morning excursion to Budapest for a guided tour to include the Parliament,
Chain Bridge, Royal Castle Hill (for an incredible view of the city), St.
Stephen's Cathedral, Matthias Church, Fisherman's Bastion (including
entrance), and the picturesque streets of Táncsis Mihály utca, Uri utca and
Fortuna utca which feature splendid examples of medieval houses and
Baroque mansions
Lunch on own
Return to Pomaz for an afternoon rehearsal
Shared concert at Pomaz Music School
Evening dinner and overnight at homestays

6:00
Day 12 -

Sunday, February 2
Pomaz / Danube Bend
(B,D)
Breakfast at homestays
Today’s sightseeing includes a Danube Bend tour
Transfer to Szentendre to attend church service at the local Lutheran church.
Szentendre is a romantic little town in the Danube Bend region of Hungary,
with a flourishing artists' colony. With its profusion of enchanting church
steeples, colorful baroque houses and winding, narrow cobblestone streets, its

appeal and charm attract many visitors
Lunch on own
The tour also includes a visit to Visegrad Castle
Return to Pomaz in the late afternoon
Evening dinner and overnight at homestays
Day 13 -

Monday, February 3
Pomaz / Eisenstadt / Vienna
(B,D)
Breakfast at homestays
Transfer to Vienna, stopping en route in Eisenstadt. Everything in Eisenstadt
reminds one of the brilliant composer Franz Joseph Haydn. Entrance is
included to Esterhazy Palace with its Haydnsaal, where many of Haydn's
works were premiered, Haydn’s church to see his Mausoleum, and also to
Haydn's House, which is now a museum
Lunch on own
Evening dinner and overnight
Vienna is still considered the music capital of the world. It is a city of refined tastes, grace,
style and unmatched artistic accomplishments. For a thousand years, Vienna was the
capital of the far-flung Holy Roman and Hapsburg empires. Though its people and ways
have changed, Vienna has retained its imperial monuments

Day 14 -

11:30am
3:30pm

Day 15 -

3:30pm
7:30pm
Day 16 -

Tuesday, February 4
Vienna
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Half-day guided tour of Historical Vienna includes the Ringstráße, Imperial
Palace, State Opera, Town Hall, Burgkapelle (venue for the Vienna Boys
Choir), Palace Stables, Strauß Monument, and entrance to Schönbrunn
Palace, built by the Habsburgs in imitation of Versailles
Lunch on own
Rehearse/warm-up at Orangerie
Concert at the Orangerie in Vienna as part of the American
Celebration of Music in Austria
Evening dinner and overnight
Wednesday, February 5 Vienna / Salzburg
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to Salzburg
Lunch on own
Enjoy a guided walking tour of Salzburg visiting the city’s highlights including
Mirabel Palace and Gardens, Mozart Square, the Dom Cathedral, fortress, etc.
Dinner in a local restaurant
Rehearse/warm-up at the Congress and Theatre House, Bad Ischl
Concert at Congress and Theatre House in Bad Ischl as part of the
American Celebration of Music in Austria
Thursday, February 6
Salzburg / Munich
(B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel
A full-day transfer through the Bavarian Alps includes Neuschwanstein Castle
(made famous by the Walt Disney model in Anaheim), built by the infamous
Ludwig II (including entrance and uphill transport)
Lunch on own

Continue to Munich for Farewell Dinner and overnight
Day 17 -

Friday, February 7
Depart for home
Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to Munich’s International Airport for return flight

(B)

This is a very flexible itinerary. Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the
places of interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable.
In the event of an unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the
concert schedule will prevail, and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities.
© Music Celebrations International

