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ABSTRACT:

The President Frank R. Barth collection contains papers from his time as President of Gustavus
Adolphus College. Materials include correspondence, publicity, mailings, forms, bills, etc.
Barth was the first non-clergy president of Gustavus, serving from 1969-1975.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE:

Frank R. Barth was born 19 March 1918 in Chicago, Illinois. He graduated from Luther College,
Decorah, lowa in 1940 and returned in 1942 to teach economics and business. Barth’s teaching
career was interrupted during World War 11 when he served as a Naval air navigator for three
years. He received an MBA from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois and became a
CPA in 1947. In 1953, Barth left Luther to become a financial consultant for the U.S. Post
Office Department in Washington, D.C. Barth returned to Chicago in 1955 to serve as financial
vice president for Pettibone Corporation.

Gustavus recruited Barth to serve as president in 1969. The Greater Gustavus Award was
awarded to Mr. and Mrs. Barth after he announced his resignation in 1975. The Swedish crown
awarded him the Order of the Polar Star in 1976, an award that recognizes deserving non-
Swedish citizens who personally contribute to Sweden’s benefit and to strengthening ties
between Sweden and other countries. Barth returned to Luther College where he taught
economics and served as vice president for finance and treasurer from 1977-1990. In 2006,
Barth wrote a book of anecdotes about his time at Gustavus titled A Place Called Gustavus: The
Protest Years.

Barth met his wife Marjorie “Marge” Hove at Luther College and they married in 1940. They
had four children, Frank Il, James, Eugene, and Kathy. After retiring from teaching, the couple
moved to Sun City, Arizona, and then to Dubuque, lowa in 2009. Frank Barth passed away on
22 August 2013.

SCOPE AND CONTENT:
This collection is divided into two series: Papers and Miscellaneous.

Papers contains files from his time as president of Gustavus Adolphus College.
Materials include correspondence, publicity, mailings, forms, bills, etc., arranged
alphabetically.

Miscellaneous includes biographical information, inauguration materials, newspaper
clippings, mailings, and programs.

RESTRICTIONS:
There are no restrictions on the use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher
assumes full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply.

Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the



Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College.
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GACA Collection 467 Box Folder
Papers, 1960-78
AAUP (American Association of University Professors), 1972-78 1 1
and undated
American Council on Education, 1975-75 1 2
American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1974 1 3
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women, 1975 1 4
Association of American Colleges, 1972-75 1 5
Association of Governing Boards of Universities & Colleges, 1974 1 6
Association of Minnesota Post-Secondary Educational Institutions, 1 7
1975
Board of Directors, 1970-72 1 8
Board Nominations, 1960-75 1 9
Boy Scouts, 1975 1 10
Budget, 1970-71 1 11
Budget, 1971-72 1 12
Budget, 1972-73 1 13
Budget, 1973-74 1 14
Budget, 1974-75 1 15
Central States College Association, 1969-70 1 16
Central States College Association, 1970-71 1 17
Central States College Association, 1971-72 1 18
Central States College Association, 1973-74 1 19
Central States College Association, 1974-75 1 20
Central States College Association, Documentation, 1970 1 21
Christ Chapel, 1969-75 1 22
Church College Covenant, 1970-71 and undated 1 23
Church Relations (Dr. Arthur), 1970-71 and undated 1 24
College News Service and P.R. Aids, 1970-72 1 25
Correspondence, 1970-73 1 26
Correspondence, 1974-75 and undated 1 27
Correspondence, Board of Directors, 1971-75 1 28
Correspondence, Faculty, 1970-74 and undated 1 29
Correspondence, Parents, 1970-74 1 30
Correspondence, Pastors, 1970-74 and undated 1 31
Correspondence, Students, 1970-75 and undated 1 32
COSIP (College Science Improvement Program), 1970-72 1 33
DEMOS (Deferred Matriculation of Students), 1970 1 34
Department of Chemistry, 1970 1 35
Department of Education, 1970-71 and undated 1 36
Department of English, 1970-71 1 37
Department of Nursing, 1970-71 1 38
Department of Religion, 1971-72 1 39
Energy Crisis, 1973-74 1 40
Five College Consortium, 1970 1 41




Faculty and Administration Papers on Various Topics, 1971 and 1 42
undated
Faculty Salaries, 1971 1 43
Ferber Papers, 1970-72 1 44
Foreign Students, 1970-71 1 45
Graduation Requirements, 1972 1 46
HEW (Department of Health, Education, and Welfare), 1971 1 a7
Honors Day, 1970-72 1 48
Karsten Papers, 1972 and undated 1 49
Lutheran Brotherhood, 1970-74 1 50
Lutheran Church in America (LCA), 1969-75 1 51
Lutheran College/University Study, 1971-72 1 52
Lutheran Council, 1971 1 53
Mankato State College, 1970-71 1 54
MIAC (Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference), 1972-75 1 55
Minnesota Citizens Council on Delinquency and Crime, 1974-75 2 1
Minnesota College Government Council, 1971 2 2
MPIRG (Minnesota Public Interest Research Group), 1971 2 3
NAIA (National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics), 1973-74 2 4
NCAA (National College Athletic Association), 1973-75 2 5
North Central Association, 1961-73 and undated 2 6
North Central Association, Review Visit, 1971-73 2 7
North Central Association, Review Visit, Administration and Budget | 2 8
Reports, c. 1972
North Central Association, Review Visit, Department Reports, c. 2 9
1972
North Central Association, Review Visit, Students and Faculty 2 10
Reports, ¢. 1972
Presidential Scholarships, 1970-73 2 11
Private Colleges, 1967-72 2 12
Reading Program, 1970-72 and undated 3 1
Red River Valley and Minnesota Synod, 1970 and undated 3 2
Registration Study, 1969-71 3 3
Reports, 1974 and undated 3 4
Reports, Faculty, 1971-72 3 5
Self-Study Committee Reports, 1970 3 6
Stillwater Conference (Hill Family Foundation), 1970 3 7
Student Art Purchase Prize, 1970 3 8
Undergraduate Record Exams, 1970-73 3 9
World Future Society, 1971 and undated 3 10
“Write-In” Letters, Plea for help after Auditorium fire, January 1970 | 3 11
Miscellaneous, 1969-2013
Biographical Materials, 2013 and undated 3 12
Christmas Cards sent by President Barth, 1972-73 and undated 3 13
Inauguration, 1969 3 14




Newspaper Clippings and News Releases, 1969-78 3 15
President’s Convocations, April 1970 3 16
Programs and Flyers, 1971 and 1975 3 17




