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Anderson, Reynold “Ren” E.  Collection of Ren and Sylvia Anderson, 1971-1994.  GACA 
Collection 250.  5 folders. 
 
ABSTRACT: 
The Reynold “Ren” Anderson collection contains correspondence, newspaper clippings, and two 
plaques from the Gustavus Alumni Association.  The first was given to his wife, Sylvia Benzon 
Anderson for First Place in Decade Performance, Percentage of Participation in 1976.  The 
second was given to Ren Anderson as a salute for being the 1987 Co-Chairman.  In addition, 
there is a VHS tape and a DVD recording of his Rite of Burial.  Anderson was born 31 
December 1912.  He graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College in 1934.  He worked in the 
College’s Public Relations Department from 1945-78. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 
Ren Anderson worked originally at Gustavus Adolphus College after his graduation for two 
years in both the Journalism and Physical Education departments.  He returned to Gustavus in 
1945 as the Public Relations Director.  He was promoted later to the position of Vice President 
for Public Relations and Development.  He retired in 1978.  During Anderson’s time at Gustavus 
he helped launch the Nobel Science Conference in 1965.  Anderson and his wife Sylvia traveled 
to Sweden in 1963 for the Nobel Prize Ceremony, making contacts that would help with the 
dedication of the Alfred Nobel Hall of Science and to the creation of the Nobel Science 
Conference.  In 1964, he received the Greater Gustavus Award.  Anderson was knighted by the 
Swedish Royal Family when they visited Gustavus during 1968.  In 1978, he became a charter 
member of the Gustavus Athletic Hall of Fame for his football exploits. 
 
RESTRICTIONS: 
There are no restrictions on use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher assumes 
full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply. 
 
Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the 
Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College. 
 
COLLECTION CITATION: 
Anderson, Reynold “Ren” E.  Collection of Ren and Sylvia Anderson, 1971-1994.  GACA 
Collection 250.  Gustavus Adolphus College Archives, St. Peter, Minnesota. 
 
ACQUISITION: 
Randall Stuckey, Director of Alumni Relations transferred this collection during August 2004. 
 
PROCESSED BY: 
Adrianna Darden processed this collection and developed the finding aid during October 2010. 
 
RELATED COLLECTIONS IN THE ARCHIVES: 
Anderson, Reynold and Sylvia.  Nobel Prize Ceremony Trip Collection, 1963-1964.  GACA  
Collection 225. 
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SUBJECT HEADINGS: 
Anderson, Reynold E., 1912-1994--Funeral and memorial services. 
Gustavus Adolphus College--Office of Marketing and Communication. 
Gustavus Adolphus College--Alumni and alumnae. 
Gustavus Adolphus College--Administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GACA Collection 250 Box Folder 
Correspondence with Countess Estelle Bernadotte, 1971-79 and 

undated 
1 1 

Newspaper Clippings, 1934-94 1 2 
Plaque, Sylvia Benzon Anderson, 1976 1 3 
Plaque, Reynold E. Anderson, 1987 1 4 
Videotape and DVD, Rite of Burial, 11 January 1994 1 5 
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