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New Gymnasium and Endowment Fund Drives, 1919-1927.  GACA Collection 254.  1 ½ Hollinger 

boxes and 1 flat box. 

 

ABSTRACT: 

The Gymnasium and Endowment Fund Drives collection contains information pertaining to 

fundraising for an Endowment Fund and the building of a new gymnasium (now Johnson 

Student Union) at Gustavus Adolphus College.  Included are correspondence, news releases, 

committee minutes, newspaper clippings, and a scrapbook.  There are also contracts with 

Magney and Tusler Architects and Engineers for the building of the gymnasium as well as lists 

of subscriptions, subscribers, and congregations that were helping support the fundraising efforts.  

Many materials are in Swedish. 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE: 

The College’s original gymnasium was an old barn, and in the early 1900s, the administration 

realized that the College would need a better gymnasium if they wanted more students to attend.  

They started fundraising for the gymnasium during 1916.  There was a short break in fundraising 

due to World War I.  However, it picked back up after the war, around the same time the College 

was told that they needed to have a larger endowment fund or risk losing membership in the 

North Central Association of Colleges.  The two fundraising efforts were rolled into one.  The 

New Gymnasium was finished in 1922.* It included a gymnasium, swimming pool, and an 

elevated running track.  Athletics moved into the Myrum Memorial Fieldhouse in 1939 and the 

gymnasium was used for lectures and dances.  During 1942, the New Gymnasium was renamed 

the O.J. Johnson Student Union; in 1956 the gymnasium was remodeled and became Alumni 

Hall; and in 1987 the swimming pool was taken out and the area became “The Dive,” used for 

student dances, small productions, and a coffeehouse.** 

 

*Taken from A History of Eighty Years: 1862-1942 by Conrad Peterson. 

**Taken from the Gustavus Adolphus College website, 20 October 2010 

http://gustavus.edu/profiles/location/O.J.%2520Johnson%2520Student%2520Union 

 

RESTRICTIONS: 

There are no restrictions on use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher assumes 

full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply. 

 

Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the 

Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College. 

 

COLLECTION CITATION: 
New Gymnasium and Endowment Fund Drive, 1919-1927.  GACA Collection 254.  Gustavus 

Adolphus College Archives, St. Peter, Minnesota. 

 

PROCESSED BY: 

Adrianna Darden processed this collection and developed the finding aid during October 2010. 
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Promotional Scrapbook for Gustavus and Minnesota Conference, 1921.  GACA Collection 206. 
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GACA Collection 254 Box Folder 

Articles and Correspondence, Augustana Book Concern, 1921 1 1 

Board Minutes, 1919-25 2 1 

Building Committee Minutes, 1921-23 2 2 

Bulletins, October-December, 1921 (in English and Swedish) 1 2 

Contracts with Magney and Tusler Architects and Engineers, 14 June 

1921 

2 4 

Correspondence, A, 1924-25 2 5 

Correspondence, B-D, 1921-25 1 3 

Correspondence, E-F, 1921-27 1 4 

Correspondence, G-H, 1924-25 1 5 

Correspondence, I-K, 1921-25 1 6 

Correspondence, L, 1924-25 1 7 

Correspondence, M, 1921-25 1 8 

Correspondence, N, 1924-25 1 9 

Correspondence, O, 1922-25 1 10 

Correspondence, P-R, 1924-25 1 11 

Correspondence, S, 1921-25 1 12 

Correspondence, T-Y, 1921-25 1 13 

Correspondence, Miscellaneous, 1921-25 1 14 

Correspondence about Construction, Billing, etc., 1921-22 2 3 

Correspondence, Form Letters, 1921, 1924 2 6 

Financial, The Gymnasium Association of G.A.C., Record Book, 

February-March, 1919 

1 16 

Financial, Lists of Subscriptions, Subscribers, and Congregations, 

1919-25 

2 9 

Financial, The Northwest News Bureau; Suggestions for collecting 

funds; Procedures for the Minnesota Conference, undated 

1 17 

General Education Board Donations, 1921, 1926 2 7 

History of Student Organizations, 1922 2 8 

Newspaper Clippings, 1921 1 18 

News Releases, by Ernest G. Svenson, 1921 (in English and Swedish) 1 19 

News Releases, 1921 (in English and Swedish) 1 20 

Promotional Booklets, undated 2 11 

Proposed Constitutions between Gustavus Adolphus College, 

Minnesota College and the Minnesota Conference, c. 1920s 

2 10 

Scrapbook of Newspaper Clippings and Correspondences, 1920-1922 3 -- 

 


