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ABSTRACT:

The Almen-Vickner Foundation Collection consists of the articles, by laws, meeting minutes,
and financial information regarding the endowment created by Edwin Vickner and Bertha
Almen, his wife, in 1951. The purpose of this foundation was to provide scholarships and in-
grant aid to students at Gustavus Adolphus College. The collection begins in 1945 (when talks
of giving back to the college first began) and spans until the foundation was dissolved in 1978,
whereupon its remaining assets were placed within the college’s Endowment Fund.

HISTORICAL NOTE:

Edwin Vickner became a modern language professor at Gustavus Adolphus College in 1903, but
he left just three years later. Vickner decided to return in the fall of 1910, accepting a position
over one at the University of Michigan (due to a pay raise offer from President Peter August
Mattson). A year, later Vickner married a Gustavus alum, Bertha Almen, and together they left
St. Peter in 1912. Although gone, the two maintained interest in the well-being of the college.
In the 1940s they created the Almen-Vickner Collection as a supplement to what was already
housed in the library. Upon retirement, the two returned to Minnesota and increased their
endowment to the college to include scholarships and various donations. After Vickner’s death
in 1958, Bertha donated the money from his estate to create the Edwin J. Vickner Language Hall
at Gustavus Adolphus College.

RESTRICTIONS:
There are no restrictions on use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher assumes
full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply.

Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the
Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College.
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