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Lind, Melva Elizabeth Helena.  Melva Lind Correspondence and Publications, 1953-1997.  

GACA Collection 180.  3 Hollinger boxes. 

 

ABSTRACT: 

The Melva Lind collection contains correspondence, mostly from her time as Director of 

International Education.  It also includes publications, President Application materials, trip 

information, certificates, some newspaper articles about her, and photographs, among other 

materials.  The majority of materials are in English or French, as well as some Spanish and 

Japanese. 

  

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 

Melva Lind (16 March 1903-18 April 1997) graduated from the University of Minnesota with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in 1923 and a Master of Arts degree in 1943.  She then received the 

French equivalent to a Master of Arts degree from the Université de Lyon in Lyon, France in 

1926.  She went on to attend de L'Université de Paris en Sorbonne in Paris, where she earned her 

Doctorate in 1929.  After which she attended MacPhail School of Music in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota where she earned a Master of Music in 1937.  Over the years she continued her 

education with two diplomas from the Université de Clermont-Ferrand in France in 1923 and 

1924 and a scholarship from the Conservatoire de Musique in Lyon, France in 1924-1925.  She 

also studied around the world at the Universidad de Mexico in Mexico City in 1942, a study 

seminar in Germany during the summer of 1964, Greece in March 1973, Israel in July 1973, and 

the Institut de Langue et de Littérature Françaises at the Université de Rennes in France during 

the summers of 1970-1972. 

 

Lind began teaching French as an assistant professor at Smith College in Massachusetts from 

1929-1936.  Next, at Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts she was an assistant professor of 

French from 1936-1948, and was also the resident director of the French Language House from 

1943-1948.  Lind then became the Associate in Higher Education for the American Association 

of University Women in Washington, D.C. from 1948-1950.  She went back to teaching as 

French professor and Dean of Students at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio from 1950-1953, 

after which she came to Gustavus Adolphus College.  While at Gustavus, she was a French 

professor from 1953-1973, Dean of Students from 1953-1965, and Director of International 

Education from 1973-1979.  As Director of International Education she increased exchange 

programs between both Sweden and Japan. In 1975 she was nominated as a candidate for 

Gustavus President and served on the Board of Trustees from 1975-1981.  She was also a great 

friend to the Linnaeus Arboretum.  The Melva Lind Rose Garden and the Melva Lind 

Interpretive Center are both named in her honor. 

 

Over the years Lind received many accolades.  These include decorations as a knight by the 

Swedish Royal Order of the North Star and the French Ordre des Palmes Académiques.  She also 

received the King’s Gold Medal from Sweden, the Silver Medal from France, and was named an 

honorary princess of the Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma.  She was further honored with a 

Greater Gustavus Award and an Outstanding Achievement Award from the University of 

Minnesota.  Lind also published a few books along with many articles. 

 

*Information obtained from collection and biographical file. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT: 

This collection is divided into three sections: Correspondence, 1970-1990, arranged 

chronologically; Publications, arranged alphabetically; and Miscellaneous, 1953-1997, arranged 

alphabetically. 

 

RESTRICTIONS: 

There are some restrictions on use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher 

assumes full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply. 

 

Researchers must use collection in accordance with the policies of the College Archives, the 

Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library, and Gustavus Adolphus College. 

 

COLLECTION CITATION: 

Lind, Melva Elizabeth Helena.  Melva Lind Correspondence and Publications, 1953-1997. 

GACA Collection 180.  Gustavus Adolphus College Archives, St. Peter, Minnesota. 

 

ACQUISITION: 

Chester Johnson donated part of this collection in December 1985. 

 

President John Kendall transferred part of this collection during January 1988. 

 

Ursula McRostie from the Development Office transferred part of this collection during August 

1994. 

 

PROCESSED BY: 

Adrianna Darden processed this collection and developed the finding aid during November 2009. 

 

SUBJECT HEADINGS: 

Lind, Melva Elizabeth Helena, 1903-1997. 

Gustavus Adolphus College.  Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Cultures--

Faculty. 

Gustavus Adolphus College.  Department of International Education--Administrators. 
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GACA Collection 180 Box Folder 

Correspondence, 1970-1990   

Correspondence, 1970-1972 1 1 

Correspondence, 1973 1 2 

Correspondence, 1974 1 3 

Correspondence, 1975 1 4 

Correspondence, 1976 1 5 

Correspondence, 1977 1 6 

Correspondence, 1978 1 7 

Correspondence, 1979 1 8 

Correspondence, 1980s 1 9 

Correspondence, 1990 1 10 

Correspondence, undated 1 11 

Miscellaneous, 1953-1997   

“An American Woman and her Swedish Legacy,” September 1979 2 18 

Birthday Celebration Programs, 1993 and 1996 2 22 

Board of Trustees, 1976-1981; Academic Program and Policy 

Committee, 1977; Faculty Meetings, 1976-1980; Bi-Centennial 

Committee, 1976; Associates of the James Ford Bell Library, 1980 

2 15 

“Brief Statement on Certain Aspects of the International Programs at 

Gustavus Adolphus College,” undated 

2 19 

Certificates, 1985, 1993 2 7 

Federal Republic of Germany trip, 1964 2 6 

Financial Information, 1975-1986 2 5 

Gustavus Library Associates, 1977-1981 2 12 

International Education Office Reports, 1974-1977 2 14 

Japan American Society of Minnesota, 1974-1976 2 1 

Japanese Dinner, undated 2 2 

Letters of Recommendation, 1973, 1975  (RESTRICTED) 2 8 

Melva Lind Rose Garden Dedication cassette tape, undated 3 6 

Memorial Service Program and Obituaries, 1997 2 23 

Minnehaha Chapter of Questers, 1973, 1975, 1979, undated; 

Women’s Literary Club, 1973-1976; The Arts Club of Washington, 

1977, 1980 

2 13 

Miscellaneous Reports, Press Releases, Memos, and Articles, 1953-

1990 and undated 

2 20 

Photographs, 1975, 1992, undated 2 21 

President Application, 1975 2 10 

Remarks, 1977, 1979 2 16 

St. Lucia, 1977-1981 (includes photographs) 2 11 

“Strengthening the International Dimension of General Education by 

a Program of World Development Education at Gustavus Adolphus 

College,” undated 

2 17 

University of Novi Sad, Yugoslavia, 1971 2 4 

Vita, undated 2 3 



 5 

Women in Communication, Inc. Reunion Program, 1987 2 9 

Publications   

By Love Restored by Nancy Johanson (autographed copy) 3 4 

L’ame Indienne: Chippewa et Sioux du Haut-Mississippi d’après les 

manuscript de Joseph-Nicolas Nicollet (1786-1843) by Melva Lind 

3 5 

Lectures Variées by Christopher Kendris 3 1 

Théâtre III 3 2 

Two books in Japanese 3 3 

 


