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ABSTRACT: 

The conflict files between Gustavus Adolphus College and Northern Plains Dairy includes legal 

documents, judicial records, environmental assessments, environmental research, and newspaper 

clippings.  The legal documents and judicial records make up the bulk of the collection. 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE: 

In 1997, Northern Plains Dairy, a feedlot for 2,500 head of cattle, was proposed to be built in 

Oshawa Township, within 2.5 miles of the Gustavus Adolphus Campus.  Gustavus did not want 

the feedlot so close to the campus because they were worried about the impact of odors on the 

Gustavus community, so they sued the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) stating that 

more environmental impact studies needed to be completed first.  In 2000 a settlement was 

reached.  Northern Plains Dairy agreed not to build the dairy at the proposed site, and Gustavus 

agreed to provide $15,000 for additional expert assistance to the MPCA and Northern Plains 

Dairy to develop an appropriate application of state-of-the-art animal waste treatment 

technology.  Northern Plains Dairy built its feedlot 4.5 miles southwest of St. Peter in Oshawa 

Township, and it includes 3,000 head of cattle and an anaerobic bacteria digester system that 

combats the odor produced by the feedlot and creates methane gas which is harnessed to power 

the dairy. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: 

This collection is divided into three sections: legal/judicial, environmental, and miscellaneous.  It 

is further organized alphabetically, then chronologically. 

 

RESTRICTIONS: 

There are no restrictions on use of this collection for research purposes. The researcher assumes 

full responsibility for observing all copyright, property, and libel laws as they apply. 

 

COLLECTION CITATION: 

Conflict Files between Gustavus Adolphus College and Northern Plains Dairy, 1995-2001. 

GACA Collection 158.  Gustavus Adolphus College Archives, St. Peter, Minnesota. 

 

PROCESSED BY: 

Adrianna Darden processed this collection and developed the finding aid during October 2009. 

 

SUBJECT HEADINGS: 

Northern Plains Dairy. 

Gustavus Adolphus College.  Actions and defenses. 

Environmental impact statements -- Minnesota. 

Dairy farming -- Environmental aspects. 

 

 

 

  



GACA Collection 158 Box Folder 

Legal/Judicial, 1998-2000   

Addendum to Submission, 1998 1 7 

Attorney General’s Office Correspondence with Northern Plains 

Dairy, 1998 

1 6 

Gustavus Adolphus College Petition and Comment on Permit to 

Northern Plains Dairy, 1999 

1 8 

Judicial Records/Affidavits #1, 1999 1 4 

Judicial Records/Affidavits #2, 1999 1 5 

Legal Documents and Correspondence, 1998 1 1 

Legal Documents and Correspondence, 1999 1 2 

Legal Documents and Correspondence, 2000 1 3 

Permit Drafts/Settlement Position Statement, 1999-2000 1 9 

Settlement Correspondence, 2000 1 10 

Environmental, 1995-2001   

Assessment Worksheet Supplements, 1999-2001 1 12 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 1999-2000 3 7 

Northern Plains Dairy Environmental Assessment Worksheet, 2001 1 11 

Research on Environmental Concerns #1, 1998-1999 2 1 

Research on Environmental Concerns #2, 1995-1999 2 2 

Research on Environmental Concerns #3, 1996-1999 2 3 

Waste Management Concerns, 2001 1 13 

Miscellaneous, 1998-2001   

Axel Steuer, Correspondence, 1998 3 1 

Axel Steuer, Correspondence, 1999-2000 3 2 

Community Comments/Correspondence, 1998-1999 3 4 

Correspondence with Northern Plains Dairy, 1998-2001 3 3 

Owen Sammelson, Correspondence, 1998-2001 3 6 

Newspaper Clippings, 1998-2001 3 5 

 


