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In-text references allow your readers to locate the full citations for sources in your reference list. 
Author's last name and year of publication are key elements of APA in-text references.  
  

 Refer to the author’s name in the text or include it with the year in parentheses: Vang asserts . . 
. (2010) or (Vang, 2010). When quoting directly from a source, include the page number: (Vang, 
2010, p. 400).  

 If there is no author, use a shortened version of the title: (“Mind,” 2007).  

 If there are multiple works by the same author or authors published in the same year, add a 
lowercase letter with the year: (Peters, 2004b).  

 When a work has two authors cite both names and the year: (Tabor & Garza, 2006). For three to 
six authors, cite all authors in first reference with the year and, for subsequent references, use 
first author followed by “et al.”  

 Leave out page numbers or dates if the source doesn’t have them.  

 If you quote a source found in another source, indicate the original author and the source in 
which you found it: Psychologist Gary Wells asserted . . . (as cited in Doyle, 2005, p. 122).  

 Ensure that every in-text citation leads to a source in the reference list  
 
Books  
 
Book by one author  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher.  
Venkatesh, S. A. (2006) Off the books: The underground economy of the urban poor. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press.  
 
Edited book  
Last name of Editor, First initial(s). (Ed.) (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher.  
Brummett, B. (Ed.) (2008). Uncovering hidden rhetorics: Social issues in disguise. Los Angeles: Sage.  
 
Book by more than one author  
Last name, First initial(s) & Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher.  
Guerrero, L. K. & Floyd, K. (2006). Nonverbal communication in close relationships. Mahwah, NJ: 

Erlbaum.  
 
Book in an edition other than first  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book (number of edition). Place: Publisher.  
Johnson, B. & Christensen, L. B. (2008). Educational research: Quantitative, qualitative, and mixed 

approaches. (3rd ed.). Los Angeles: Sage.  
 
Work in an anthology or collection of essays  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of essay. In first initial last name (Ed.) Title of book (pages). Place: 

Publisher.  
Alberts, H. C. (2006). The Multiple transformations of Miami. In H. Smith & O. J. Furuseth (Eds.) Latinos 

in the new south: Transformations of place (pp. 135-51). Burlington, VT: Ashgate.  



Web pages  
 
Web site  
Last name, First initial(s) or Organization Name. (Date). Title of site. Retrieved from URL  
Innocence Network. (2010). Innocence Network Exonerations 2010. Retrieved from 

http://www.innocencenetwork.org/docs/innocence-network-exonerations-2014-2010 
 
Web page within a Web site  
Last name, First initial(s) or Organization Name. (Date). Title of page. In Title of site. Retrieved from URL 
Rosenstiel, T., Mitchell, A., Purcell, K., & Rainie, L. (2011). How people learn about their local community. 

In Pew Internet & American Life Project. Retrieved from 
http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2011/Local-news/Part-1.aspx 

 
Articles  
 
Article with a DOI (digital object identifier – often found on the first page of a scholarly article) 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. doi:number 
Betancur, J. (2010). Gentrification and community fabric in Chicago. Urban Studies 48(2), 383-406. doi: 

10.1177/0042098009360680 
 
Journal article without a DOI found on the web  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. Retrieved from 

URL. Include a date retrieved only if the article is a draft or preprint.  
Bendetto, M. M. (2008). Crisis on the immigration bench: An ethical perspective. Brooklyn Law Review, 

73(2), 467-523. Retrieved from http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1084262 
 
Journal article without a DOI found in a database; include the URL of the publisher, even if you did not 
retrieve the article from that URL. 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. Retrieved from 

publisher’s URL. 
Mumm, J. (2011). Redoing Chicago: Gentrification, race, and intimate segregation. North American 

Dialogue 14(1): 16-19. Retrieved from 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291556-4819 

 
Newspaper article  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, section and page numbers. 
Rictchel, M. (2011, October 23). A Silicon Valley school that doesn’t compute. The New York Times, p. 

A1. 
 
Newspaper article found on the Web  
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. Retrieved from URL.  
Muller, R. A. (2011, October 21). The case against global-warming skepticism. Wall Street Journal. 

Retrieved from 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204422404576594872796327348.html 

 
 
 


