Teachers Talking    2011 – 2012
Three Crowns Buffet, free lunch then meet in St Peter Room.

11:30 to 12:20 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 15 




Teachers Talking Trying Something New 

A new syllabus design? Moodle quizzes? ‘Paperless’ paper submission? Implementing principals of Universal Design? Join your colleagues for lunch to share something new you are trying in your classroom this semester and what you hope students will gain from the experience. Facilitated by Margaret Bloch Qazi (Director, Kendall Center for Engaged Learning).

Friday, October 7




Teachers Talking Challenging Conversations: Getting (and Keeping) More Students Engaged 

It's easy to assume that our courses encourage all of our students to participate in the conversation.  But how do we know that all of our students receive the invitation--and feel invited to join in? Join Patricia English-Schneider (Communication Studies) and Becky Fremo (English) as they explore ways to encourage students to participate in class discussion.  We'll pay particular attention to the needs of students who--for a variety of reasons--may find class discussion intimidating:  multilingual and ELL students, students with disabilities, and students of color.  

Thursday, November 3




Teachers Talking: Research paper deconstruction and gamification

Come hear what happens when rather than assigning a research paper, you allow students to accumulate points throughout the semester by completing small research and writing tasks that could potentially lead to learning about a topic in depth. Discuss the possibilities for applying a similar method to your own classes and assignments. Facilitated by Kyle Chambers (Psychology). 

Tuesday, November 29

Community Based Learning:  Matching student learning with community partner needs

As teachers seek to incorporate service learning or community action into their classrooms, they need to recognize that they are forming partnerships with community members and organizations that have their own interests and agendas.  As we begin to think about adding a community-based learning component to our classes we often forget to consult the needs of the community. Join the 2011-2012 Faculty Fellows Marie Walker (Pshychology), Jim Dontje (Johnson Center for Environmental Innovations/Environmental Studies) and Angelique Dwyer (Modern Languages) as they discuss their community-based learning projects and ways to respond to community partner needs.  Co-sponsored with Center for Servant Leadership.

Tuesday, December 6




Teachers Talking & New Faculty Orientation Session: Interdisciplinary Programs

Interdisciplinarity is an integrative and cross-disciplinary approach to learn about the world. Students at Gustavus Adolphus have multiple opportunities to engage in interdisciplinary educational experiences including majors, minors and study abroad experiences. Come learn about some of these programs and meet/reconnect with colleagues involved in them.  

Thursday, January
 5



Teachers Talking next steps with Universal Design for Instruction

Universal Design for Instruction (UDI) is a way of making class experiences more assessable to diverse learners while maintaining academic integrity. This session is a follow-up to the Faculty Development Day workshop on UDI. Come to share what you’ve tried, what’s worked, and what challenges remain.  Facilitated by Margaret Bloch Qazi (Director, KCEL).  

Thursday, January 12, 2012: Strategies for continuing your scholarship while teaching. How do you maintain a balance between prepping for classes and maintaining your scholarship? Does this look different during the semester and during breaks? Hear how some faculty balance teaching and scholarship and share your ideas in the Heritage Room. 

Thursday, January 19




Teachers Talking with the Counseling Center

The counseling center staff invites you to join them for an hour of questions and discussion.  They will come prepared to discuss some mental health concerns that they believe may be common in our classrooms, but will be most interested in joining us in a discussion about what we observe and what we think is relevant to explore.  

Thursday, January 26

Identifying metatopics for a new Scholars Speaking series.  A new program, called Scholars Speaking, will offer a venue for collaborating faculty-student scholars to present and discuss topics of interest with other faculty and students across disciplinary boundaries (e.g. uses for LabVIEW software, the value of beauty in our scholarship). The goal of this Teachers Talking session will be to identify common themes (i.e. meta-topics) to serve as a basis for these exciting new faculty-student conversations. Session facilitated by Tom Huber (Faculty Associate of Undergraduate Research, Physics) in the St. Peter Room.

Thursday, February 16

What Research with Students Looks Like in My Discipline

Join colleagues to discuss how faculty involve students both in and out of the classroom in 
their research, scholarship and creativity. Facilitated by Tom Huber, Kendall Center Faculty 
Associate for Undergraduate Research
Thursday, March 15 
Community-Based Learning from a Student's Perspective
What are your students thinking about Community-Based Learning? In this Teachers Talking, students of Biology, Spanish, LALACS, Political Science, and Psychology come together to share with the faculty their perspectives on community and civic engagement. They discuss their fears, expectations, and what they learned from the experience.
Thursday, April 26


Teachers Talking Successes in the class/lab/stage 
Come and share your teaching successes! Perhaps it was a new rubric, approach to class discussion, service learning assignment or activity to engage students with course material. Whatever the activity, come share what you did with your colleagues and reflect on why you thought it was successful with your students.

