Teachers Talking 2010-2011

September 16, 2010 Teachers Talking Nobel! 

Join your colleagues to share and discuss ways to incorporate the Nobel Conference into your class activities. Ideas and model assignments for different academic levels (100-300) and disciplines will be available. 

October 1, 2010 Teachers Talking ELL/Generation 1.5

Please join members of the ELL Action Committee in a discussion on working with multilingual students and their action plan “English Language Learners and Generation 1.5 Students at Gustavus: preparing all of our students for a life of leadership and service in a global society”. 

October 20, 2010 (Wednesday Meeting) Teachers Talking Advising Experiences 

The Advising and Counseling Center and the Dean of Students Office staffs would like to know what you're experiencing in your classrooms with students with disabilities, medical protocols, and other unusual circumstances (this semester and in past semesters). Is communication clear and helpful between you, your students and us? Are there ways we could be more helpful? Do you have questions about keeping the integrity of your courses, setting limits/boundaries, determining what's reasonable and fair? Do you have stories of what has worked well for you? We look forward to a good, informative conversation. 

November 3, 2010 (Wednesday Meeting) Student Financial Stress 

A degree from Gustavus is a wise investment. However, some of our students have a difficult time meeting their financial obligations which causes difficulties registering for classes, purchasing class supplies and finding time to study. Please join faculty and staff from the Diversity Center, Admissions and Financial Aid, and the Finance Office to learn about the challenges some of our students face, share experiences you've had with students in this situation, and to explore practical solutions to support them.

December 7, 2010 (Heritage Room) Teachers Talking Interdisciplinary Programs

Interdisciplinarity is an integrative and cross-disciplinary approach to learn about the world. Students at Gustavus Adolphus have multiple opportunities to engage in interdisciplinary educational experiences including majors, minors and study abroad experiences. Come learn about some of these programs and meet/reconnect with colleagues involved in them.

January 6, 2011 (Heritage Room) 

Come chat about the Celebration of Creative Inquiry over lunch! Several of our colleagues from a variety of departments will be present to share how they have successfully encouraged (or required) students to participate in this event. We will also discuss strategies for helping students prepare visual displays of their work in fields where such presentations are uncommon. 

January 20, 2011 Disability Services

Laurie Bickett, our Disabilities Services Coordinator, will give a presentation on Complex Disability Issues and Laws in Postsecondary Settings and how it affects Disability Services at Gustavus. Come and share your questions and quandaries related to teaching and disability issues for students with different abilities.

February 16, 2011
Department and Program Assessment Plans (Wednesday)

This session is an opportunity for department and program representatives, and any other interested faculty, to ask questions and share ideas about their assessment plans. The conversation will be facilitated by Carolyn Dobler, Higher Learning Commission Self-Study Co-Chair. 

March 3, 2011 The Inverted Classroom

The ‘inverted classroom’ concept generally refers to the reversal of the traditional roles filled by in-class and outside-of-class activities. Recent descriptions of the approach as applied to a lecture course involve delivering pre-recorded (video and/or audio) content via the web before class that would normally be delivered in class in the conventional lecture approach. This frees up time in class that is then dedicated to a more problem-centered or discussion-based approach to teaching and learning. Dr. Darin J. Ulness and Patti Heisler (Assoc. Professor in the Chemistry Department & Neuroscience Program, Instructional Designer / Academic Technologist, respectively; Concordia College, Moorhead) will give a short presentation about their experiences with the inverted classroom, followed by discussion.

March 17, 2011 Undergraduate Research

This year, a working group is developing a vision for stronger support of undergraduate research at Gustavus. The group consists of faculty across the College (Phil Bryant, Mimi Gerstbauer, Julie Gilbert, Amanda Nienow, and Beatriz Torres) and is organized by Brandy Russell (Faculty Associate for Undergraduate Research – Kendall Center) and Barbara Kaiser (Associate Provost and Dean of Academic Programs). The working group has been gathering information about ongoing forms of undergraduate research and strategic goals in this area, and is examining ways to increase support so that departments, programs, and centers across campus can offer these opportunities to students more effectively. Several group members will be present to discuss the group's progress and to get feedback from faculty. 

April 14, 2011 Active Listening

How much of what your colleagues, students and advisees are saying do you think you are really hearing? Do you think the speakers are feeling truly heard and understood? You may be surprised. Active listening is a way of engaging with a person to better understand what s/he is trying to communicate. This skill is associated with more constructive communication by improving comprehension, reducing/avoiding conflict and promoting cooperation. Please join Karin Ryan, member of the Counseling Center, for a brief presentation on active listening skills and some opportunities to put the skill into practice!

May 5, 2011 Course Evaluations

As the semester winds down, what would you like to know about student’s experience in your classroom? Join colleagues for lunch to talk about what kinds of information regarding student learning and attitudes is useful to collect on end of the semester course evaluations, how to ask the questions and what to do with the information you’ve received. 
