Teachers Talking    2008 – 2009
Three Crowns Buffet, free lunch then meet in St Peter Room.

September 15, 2008

Chinese Lessons book discussion from 5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. in the Heritage Room.

September 17, 2008  


Join Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost, Mary E. Morton for a conversation about 

academic issues and trends in higher education from 4 to 5 p.m. (wine and appetizers).
September 18, 2008 


Join Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost, Mary E. Morton for a conversation about academic issues and trends in higher education from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. for lunch.
September 23, 2008 
Discussion and review of condition, use, and management of instructional classrooms at Gustavus (general purpose classrooms, seminar rooms, and lecture halls - spaces used by multiple academic departments).  This is part of the information gathering phase of a comprehensive classroom study undertaken under the auspices and direction of Academic Affairs and Physical Plant to identify and recommend needed improvements to the college’s classroom / learning environments.

11:30 to 12:20 and 12:30 to 1:20 (buffet) and 3:30 to 4:30 (appetizers)

Room arrangements


October 14, 2008


Ever wonder just what motivates those students in your class?  Think about what they're texting to each other?  What do they do when they're not busy studying?  Join Dr. Hank Toutain, Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students on Tuesday, October 14, for the next College 101 Teachers Talking.  Join the discussion Vice-President Toutain will lead about who our students are, the important work student affairs professionals do on campus, and what may be coming in the future from 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m. Three Crowns Buffet, then meet in the St. Peter Room.


October 15, 2008      

Ever wonder just what motivates those students in your class?  Think about what they're texting to each other?  What do they do when they're not busy studying?  Join Dr. Hank Toutain, Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students on Wednesday, October 15, for the next College 101 Teachers Talking.  Join the discussion Vice-President Toutain will lead about who our students are, the important work student affairs professionals do on campus, and what may be coming in the future from

4 to 5:00 p.m. for wine and appetizers.
October 28, 2008

Dr. David Vikner will be speaking/discussing “Higher Education and Modern China”

11:30 to 1:30 in St Peter Room


November 12, 2008   


College 101 Teachers Talking Series: Admission, Retention, and Enrollment Management in Today's Economic Climate 

Do you wonder about how the current economic climate is affecting  your students'?  Is the economic downturn affecting students' ability to receive loans, grants, or pay tuition?  How does Gustavus recruit students for incoming class, and what are the opportunities and challenges in the coming year?  How can faculty be involved in recruiting and retaining students? 

All faculty are invited to join Mark Anderson, Vice President for Enrollment Management, Doug Minter, Director of the Financial Aid Office, and Kirk Carlson, Associate Director of the Financial Aid Office in the next College 101 Teachers Talking series.  In order for most faculty to attend this timely discussion, please attend either Wednesday, November 12 from 4 to 5 p.m.(with wine and appetizers) or  Thursday, November 13 from 12:30 to 1:20 p.m.(with lunch).  Both sessions 

will be held in the St. Peter Room.
November 13, 2008


College 101 Teachers Talking Series: Admission, Retention, and Enrollment Management in Today's Economic Climate 

Do you wonder about how the current economic climate is affect your students'?  Is the economic downturn affecting students' ability to receive loans, grants, or pay tuition?  How does Gustavus recruit students for incoming class, and what are the opportunities and challenges in the coming year?  How can faculty be involved in recruiting and retaining students? 

All faculty are invited to join Mark Anderson, Vice President for Enrollment Management, Doug Minter, Director of the Financial Aid Office, and Kirk Carlson, Associate Director of the Financial Aid Office in the next College 101 Teachers Talking series.  In order for most faculty to attend this timely discussion, please attend either Wednesday, November 12 from 4 to 5 p.m.(with wine and appetizers) or  Thursday, November 13 from 12:30 to 1:20 p.m.(with lunch).  Both sessions 

will be held in the St. Peter Room.


December 11, 2008    Special Teachers Talking/New Faculty Orientation 

Topic: Getting Involved with Interdisciplinary Programs 

Join programs directors from Curriculum II, Environmental Studies, First Term Seminar, Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies, Japanese Studies, Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies, Peace Studies as they talk about how to become involved in campus interdisciplinary programs, including offering courses in them.     11:30 to 1:20  -  marketplace coupons, St Peter Room


January 8, 2009      “All Things Student Research, Scholarship, and Creativity”

Join colleagues to learn about how to involve students in research/scholarship/or creative works inside and outside the classroom, how Presidential faculty-student collaboration grants apply to every discipline (and how to apply), and learn about this year's Celebration of Creative Inquiry.  Hosted by the Faculty Development Committee and the Kendall Center's Faculty Associate for Undergraduate Research.   11:30 to 1:20  St Peter Room buffet
January 15, 2009        "Responding to Students" 

We know that the quality of the relationship between teacher and student contributes to effective teaching - and that faculty have typically not been trained to understand and manage emotional dynamics in the classroom.  Join Dr Rachel Slater, Staff Psychologist in the Counseling Center, for discussion of her study of how expert college teachers recognize and manage their emotional reactions to students. 11:30 to 1:30  buffet


February 16, 2009
Special Afternoon Teachers Talking on “Teaching as Contemplative Practice”

Join Dr. Arthur Zajonc, Mellon Professor of Physics at Amherst College will talk about his work in incorporating contemplative practice in his teaching, followed by responses from Gustavus faculty. 

Zajonc currently directs the Academic Program of the Center for Contemplative Mind, an organization of 1500 academics supporting the appropriate inclusion of contemplative practice in higher education. He has served as scientific coordinator and editor for several dialogues with the Dalai Lama: The New Physics and Cosmology, held in 1997 and published in 2004, and “The Nature of Matter, the Nature of Life” (2002, unpublished). He was also moderator for the 2003 MIT dialogue, published as The Dalai Lama at MIT (2006). Dr. Zajonc is the author Catching the Light (1993, 1995), coauthor of The Quantum Challenge (2nd ed. 2005), and coeditor of Goethe's Way of Science (1998).  

In the first term seminar that he regularly teaches at Amherst, Zajonc asks:  “What would it be like to experience yourself, those around you and the world through deliberate and disciplined contemplation?” As his student discover, their seminar “will define and then explore contemplative knowing as attentiveness, openness and the act of sustaining contradiction…[and] seek common ground between the seemingly opposed realities of art and science, erôs and insight.”

This afternoon Teachers Talking will be help from 4 to 5:30 p.m., with wine and light appetizers.

Here's the link to Zajonc' home page: https://www.amherst.edu/people/facstaff/agzajonc
February 23, 2009      

College 101 Teachers Talking: Join Vice President for Advancement, Thomas Young to learn about the challenges and opportunities of fundraising in this economic climate 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m. Three Crowns Buffet, then meet in the Heritage Room. 

 February 24, 2009    


College 101 Teachers Talking: Join Vice President for Advancement, Thomas Young to learn about the challenges and opportunities of fundraising in this economic climate4 to 5 p.m. for wine and appetizers in the St. Peter Room 

March 17, 2009
Becky Fremo will hold a session that focuses on "Working with Multilingual Students."   11:30 to 1:30 buffet, then meet in St. Peter Room

April 9, 2009
Carolyn Dobler, “SALG” – Student Assessment of Learning Gains.  It is a website that allows faculty to gather learning-focused feedback from students.
12:30 to 1:30 buffet
April 16, 2009   
College 101 Series - Ken Westphal, Vice President for Finance and Treasurer will provide an overview of the budget and endowment.  11:30 to 1:30 buffet, then meet in St. Peter
May 7, 2009      
Gearing Up for Summer Research, Scholarship, & Creative Work

Ever wonder how to put together an edited volume?  What reviewers or jurors look for in judging scholarly or creative work?  How does one become a reviewer for a fellowship panel?  All faculty are invited to share their wisdom, expertise and experiences with colleagues regarding research, scholarship, or creative production.  Come with your questions and your answers, and your willingness to serve as resources for colleagues.   
11:30 to 1:30  buffet
Teachers Talking Technology

Chuck Niederitter

Tuesdays, 11:30 to 12:20 and 12:30 to 1:20

St. Peter Room

September 30, 2008
Using Google Apps for Class Activities.  Brandy Russell (at 11:30) and Kyle Chambers (both sessions) will give an overview of all of the Google Apps and their availability on the campus network followed by a more focused discussion of the uses of the calendar application for class work.   
October 30, 2008    
Topic: Using Blogs with Students  (Brian O'Brien and Yurie Hong)

November 4, 2008

Scott Bur and Steve Mellema will talk about “Visualization in introductory (science) courses”
February 24, 2009 
Dwight Stoll will be presenting “Using Tablet PCs in the Classroom”

March 10, 2009
Dan Moos from Education will talk about “Smart Boards in the Classroom”

April 21, 2009
Facebook in Academia
