Teachers Talking    2007 – 2008
All Teachers Talking are held from 11:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. or 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. Three Crowns Buffet, free lunch then meet in St Peter Room.

Thursday, September 27, 2007
Book discussion; Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the World by Tracy Kidder 

Thursday, October 18, 2007
Celebration of Creative Inquiry, a campus-wide celebration of student accomplishments that will take place during Honors Day weekend. The working group organizing this new event will lead a discussion about the goals of the event, how to encourage student participation, and how to assist students as they think creatively about the ways they might showcase their work. 
Thursday, November 15, 2007
Who are our students?  Hank Toutain, V.P. of Student Affairs and Dr. Jackie Alvarez, Counseling Center  
Thursday, December 6, 2007
Since we’re coming to the end of a semester, our focus will be on one of the responsibilities of Gustavus faculty listed in the faculty manual: to evaluate their courses. Please join colleagues from across the campus to talk about these questions: what do we as faculty want course evaluations to be? what purpose do they serve for us? how should courses be evaluated? how is the current system of course evaluation working? what should new faculty learn about course evaluation at Gustavus?  
Thursday, January 17, 2008
Our focus will be on our role as faculty members in helping to inform students about, and prepare them to apply and compete for, nationally competitive fellowships and scholarships. Please join colleagues from across the campus to talk about these questions: what are our responsibilities and goals as faculty working with students applying for nationally competitive fellowships and scholarships? how effective is the current GUNISA program at meeting these goals? how should students be informed about and encouraged to apply for these fellowships? what is our role in this process?   
Thursday, February 28, 2008
In Fall 2008, Gustavus will be starting a Global Focus program with the Year of China.  Members of the IDPC committee will be available to answer questions about this program, as well as sharing some of their ideas on how they will be incorporating this theme into their courses.
Tuesday, March 11, 2008

'Diversity in the Sciences: Creating Climates of Success' - All faculty are invited to watch a DVD of Freeman Hrabowski, president of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, talk about how to include minority students in academic programs. Hrabowski has directed one of the most remarkable success stories concerning minorities and higher education in the sciences.  Joining Hrabowski is Sam Moore, who is in charge of LSAMP Northstar Alliance, a Minnesota-wide effort to increase the diversity of students in STEM(Science,Technology and Mathematics) fields. 

Thursday, March 13, 2008
Book discussion:  Excellence Without a Soul: How a Great University Forgot Education by Harry R. Lewis

Thursday, April 10, 2008
Interested in how our students measure up against those at other liberal arts institutions? Intrigued by the student data reported at the last faculty meeting? Barbara Fister has graciously agreed to continue the conversation about the most recent results of the Wabash National Study of the Liberal Arts. 
