2012 J-Term Programming
Kendall Center
Reading Groups

How Learning Works

How do people learn? How can we apply what is known about learning to be more effective educators? Faculty are invited to participate in a discussion of “How Learning Works: Seven Research-Based Principles for Smart Teaching”, by Susan A. Ambrose, Michael W. Bridges, Michele DiPietro, Marsha C. Lovett, and Marie K. Norman. “How Learning Works” presents practical suggestions for improving student learning that are based upon recent research in the fields of education and psychology. The discussion will be facilitated by Kyle Chambers (psychology) each Tuesday at 1:30 pm in Beck Hall, room 213. Books will be provided to the first ten individuals to register. To reserve a place and receive a book, please register with Cathy Blaukat (cblaukat@gustavus.edu) by Friday, 23 December.

Healing the Heart of Democracy

Faculty and staff are invited to join a reading/discussion group of Parker Palmer’s new book, “Healing the Heart of Democracy: The Courage To Create a Politics Worthy of the Human Spirit”. Co-sponsored by the new Center for Servant-Leadership and the Kendall Center for Engaged Learning and facilitated by Chris Johnson of the CSL, the group will meet three Wednesdays in January (the 11th, 18th, and 25th) at 3:30 in the Faculty-Staff Center. Books and refreshments will be provided. Faculty, please contact Cathy Blaukat in the Kendall Center (cblaukat@gustavus.edu); staff and administrators, please contact Amy Pehrson in the CSL (apehrson@gustavus.edu) to reserve your copy.

Tea & Treats 

Informal workshops exploring topics on teaching & learning

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the Phi Beta Kappa Room

Monday, January 9, 2012

End of the Semester Evaluations - what do you ask students, how do you ask it and what can you do with the information? In this informal workshop, you will be able to: see models of end of semester evaluations provided by a variety of faculty, get feedback on or revise your own end of the semester evaluations, and talk with colleagues about how they use the information acquired from student evaluations. Facilitated by Leila Brammer (Faculty Associate for Assessment of Learning Outcomes, Communication Studies).

Tuesday, January 10, 2012

Visions of a new Faculty Development Center. Do visions of an expanded faculty development center dance in your head? We seek faculty input on a new and expanded John S. Kendall Center for Engaged Learning in the renovated SSC building. How might the space be organized to support faculty development and engaged student learning? For example: What functions could the space support (e.g. quiet reading/work space, 'drop-in' discussion space, reserve-able rooms for group work, and/or refreshments), What types of programs would you like it to support (e.g. webinars, workshops, video conferences, Teachers Talking), and perhaps most importantly, How would you most likely use the space? Please … dream big and share your ideas! Conversation facilitated by Margaret Bloch Qazi (Director of the John S. Kendall Center for Engaged Learning, Biology).

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

How to foster basic habits of scholarly inquiry in students. Come and talk about how to help students new to academic standards understand how to frame questions (rather than merely choose a topic and gather information), how to understand who is involved in conversations relevant to that question, how to choose the best sources, and how to use them effectively. Participants may bring copies of assignment prompts they have used successfully - or to bring prompts that they would like to revise. Facilitated by Barbara Fister (Library) and library staff.

Tuesday, January 24, 2012

What to do when it doesn't work: addressing fundamental problems in class organization or assignment design. 

Have you ever had a ‘perfect’ idea for teaching that, when put into practice, flopped? In this informal workshop, we will share when and how we knew that our ideas weren’t working and explore ways to address these challenging situations - even turning them into teachable-moments! Conversation facilitated by Margaret Bloch Qazi (Director of the John S. Kendall Center for Engaged Learning, Biology).
