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Faculty Development Day is a time to reconvene as a learning community and explore effective practices in teaching. It is a chance to share ideas with our colleagues and to re-examine our approaches to teaching. This year, in addition to conventional workshop sessions, we will be experimenting with an unconference approach to faculty development. The conventional sessions will be similar to those from the past; faculty can participate in interactive workshops to explore, create or revise some component of their teaching. The unconference sessions, inspired by THATCamp unconferences, are intended to provide venues for faculty-generated initiatives that are responsive to practical interests and shared solutions. You will define the agenda and collaborate to create, develop, modify and solve problems related to the use(s) of technology to improve student learning. To learn more about unconferences, see � HYPERLINK "http://thatcamp.org/about/" �http://thatcamp.org/about/�.








Schedule at a glance





Time�
Topic�
Location�
�
8:30-9:00 am�
Gathering & refreshments�
Heritage Room�
�
9:00-9:15 am�
Introduction to Kendall Center staff & opportunities�
Heritage Room�
�
9:15-10:30 am�
Session Ia: Discussing difficult topics�
Heritage Room�
�
�
Session Ib: Teaching with Technology Unconference Session I�
TBA�
�
10:45-noon�
Session IIa: Student research – understanding sources as people talking to people �
Heritage Room�
�
�
Session IIb: Teaching with Technology Unconference session II�
TBA�
�
noon�
Lunch, Conversation & Reflections�
Heritage Room�
�












Session descriptions (





Workshop Sessions





Ia. Class discussions about challenging topics 


9:15 a.m.– 10:30 a.m.		Heritage Room


How do you set up a class to discuss challenging topics, and what do you do when those topics appear nowhere in your syllabus but find their way into the classroom anyway--via jokes, comments, or awkwardly phrased statements that perpetuate harmful stereotypes? This workshop will provide participants with the opportunity to develop strategies to deal with sensitive topics in the classroom, such as racism, sexism, homophobia, etc.  The majority of the time will be dedicated to discussing specific scenarios and possible strategies for dealing with them.  Please bring a situation that you have encountered (or envision yourself encountering) as well as how you responded and what you might do differently. Facilitated by Yurie Hong (Classics) and Alisa Rosenthal (Political Science)





IIa. Sources as people talking to people


10:45 a.m. - noon			Heritage Room


"I can't find a source that says what I want to say, so I have to change my topic." "Can you help me find five scholarly articles? I finished my paper, but I still need to plug in the sources." "If you have a good argument going already, it's easy to pull sources in, even ones that conflict. You've got to do it because you've got to be ready for those questions." These quotes from our students, as well as findings from Project Information Literacy, the Citation Project, and our own departmental assessment data, suggest there is a wide gap between students who draw on sources in a sophisticated way and students who misunderstand the purpose of using sources in their writing. How can we help move students from finding and harvesting quotes that "prove my point" to developing respect for evidence-based reasoning? How can we encourage students to think about sources as "people talking to people" as they develop their own voices and join the scholarly conversation?  In this session, we’ll generate ideas for assignments and course activities that guide students as they develop a sense for sources. Facilitated by Barbara Fister (Library) 


Unconference: Teaching with technology


9:15 a.m.– 10:30 a.m.	Location TBA


10:45 a.m. - noon		Location TBA





Texting, Podcasts, Facebook, clickers, Moodle, iPads, webinars and blogs…. Technology impacts our teaching, and student learning, in so many ways. For this portion of Faculty Development Day, you will set the agenda to explore various technologies and how they can be implemented in your class/lab to improve student learning. Would you like to explore how technology could be used to facilitate a class activity or teaching task? Perhaps you are interested in having your students participate in ‘after hours’ online discussions, submit and peer-review assignments online, or video conference with a scholar. Sessions will run concurrently with workshops (i.e., one at 9:15 am and another at 10:45 am). Based on the blog discussion, session topics and locations will be announced Tuesday, August 29. 





How to join in the conversation


To begin the discussion of session topics, go to blog and join in the conversation. Suggest an idea, comment on someone else’s idea or offer to help with a session. Getting involved is easy!





To post a new idea: 


Go to the secure WordPress site: http://facdevday.blog.gustavus.edu/wp-login.php 


Log in using your Gustavus name and password


Go to Posts > Add New from the blue sidebar.


Give the idea a title (e.g. podcasts or inverted classroom), type in the content of your idea, then select the blue “Publish” button to post your idea.





To comment on an idea that has already been posted:


Go to the site: http://facdevday.blog.gustavus.edu/ 


Click on the blue title for the relevant posting


Type your comment 


Type in your full name and Gustavus email address


Select the “Submit Posting” button
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