Monthly Orientation Sessions

All Sessions are Thursdays from 12:30 - 1:20 p.m. 

Free lunch at the Buffet and then meet in the

Saint Peter Room (unless otherwise noted)
All new faculty members are strongly encouraged to attend the orientation sessions throughout the academic year. Department chairs are asked not to schedule classes for new faculty during this time. Each session has a discussion topic and one or more faculty facilitator, to provide an opportunity to share information about the issues of primary importance to new faculty.

September 8, 2011 
Checking in at the start of the semester – Paul Saulnier
Please join all new faculty colleagues for lunch to talk over the first week of classes; bring your questions.
September 29, 2011
49er Room
Facilitating classroom discussion – Alisa Rosenthal
October 13, 2011

Board Room
Midterm grades, grading rubrics and methods – Scott Bur
October 27, 2011 
Keeping students engaged – Leila Brammer
November 17, 2011  
Navigating departmental relationships – Pamela Kittelson
December 1, 2011 –  Phi Beta Kappa room
Course evaluations – Paul Saulnier

December 15, 2011  
St Lucia – no buffet or staff available

Special Teachers Talking/New Faculty Orientation 

Interdisciplinary Programs: What are they? How do they work? How can you get involved? Faculty involved with a variety of programs will be available to discuss their experiences in working at the intersections and contributing to the curriculum beyond their department.  

January 5, 2012  (TT only)

Dan Mollner, Personnel Committee this year, will run a special new faculty orientation session on personnel reviews, tenure, and promotion at Gustavus.

January 12, 2012 (non TT only) 
maximizing the opportunities that a visiting position provides to prepare for / help secure a tenure-track position – Mary Gaebler
February 9, 2012  (TT only) 
Bob Weisenfeld, Assistant Vice President for Foundation and Corporate Relations, and ?? of the Faculty Development Committee, will host a special tenure-track only session on grants.  Bob will talk about external opportunities, and ways his office can help; ?? will talk about internal opportunities, like the Research, Scholarship, and Creativity grant, and how and when to apply.  

February 23, 2012  

Checking-in – Paul Saulnier


March 8, 2012    

Curriculum overview and Academic Advising - Julie Johnson and Steve Mellema
March 22, 2012  
Sujay Rao, Vice Chair of the Faculty Senate, will talk with you about how faculty governance works at Gustavus.  He will also go over the committees at Gustavus, how the election or appointment process works, and suggests ways for you to be involved.

April 19, 2012     
Know everything but still want lunch?  As we near the end of the semester, we'd like to invite you to a no-agenda new faculty orientation lunch.  We'll be there to answer questions if you have any, and give you reminders of some events that occur in the last month of the academic year, but other than that, just come over for lunch.  Relax.  Enjoy talking with colleagues you've come to know over this year.  Celebrate your successes.  Talk about your summer plans.  Paul Saulnier
April 25, 2012
New Faculty Mentor-Mentee Social - Wine and continental cheese platter 4:30 – 6 pm
May 10, 2012


Year-end wrap up, review, and evaluation session – Paul Saulnier
