APPLICATION CHECKLIST & BUDGET FORM

Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant

Deadline February 10th 

Please complete this checklist and attach it as the cover page of your grant application, whether you submit electronically or via hard copy.  
Faculty Information____________________________________________
Name: Suzanne Wilson
Dept: Sociology and Anthropology
Email: santafe@gustavus.edu 
Rank: Associate Professor
Checklist_____________________________________________________

X Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by RSC grants
X  Complete project description, including separate statements of:
1. Purpose.  What are the intellectual, conceptual, or artistic issues?  How does your work fit into other endeavors being done in this field?

2. Feasibility.  What qualifications do you bring to this project?  What have you done/will you do to prepare for this project?  What is the time period, i.e. summer, summer and academic year, academic year only?  Is the work’s scope commensurate with the time period of the project?

3. Project Design.  This should include a specific description of the project design and activities, including location, staff, schedules or itineraries, and desired outcomes.

X  RSC Budget Proposal Form 
X  If successful, my proposal can be used as an example to assist future faculty applications.  This decision will not in any way influence the evaluation of my application.  Check box to give permission.

Submission instructions________________________________________

Electronic — Submit a single document containing the entire application to rsc-proposals@gustavus.edu. 

Paper — Submit one (1) copy of completed application to the John S. Kendall Center for Engaged Learning (SSC 119).
Application for Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant (2012)

Suzanne Wilson, Sociology and Anthropology Department, santafe@gustavus.edu
Description of Previous Projects (and Outcomes) Funded by RSC Grants:

I have not received an RSC grant in the past.

Project Description

1. Purpose

Right-wing, violence is a long-standing, enduring phenomenon in Latin America. This project examines one prominent example of contemporary, right-wing violence in Latin America, the Colombian paramilitaries.  

The Colombian paramilitaries are an important regional case study of rightist, organized aggression for several reasons.  First, because of their violence’s magnitude (especially from 1997-2002), the Colombian paramilitaries have been the most brutal, right-wing group in Latin America in recent decades.  For example, Colombian paramilitaries were responsible for 9,345 killings through massacres, selective execution, or disappearances from June 1997 to June 2002 alone (calculated from Comisión Colombiana de Juristas 2009 figures).  Second, in 1997, when almost all of Colombia’s paramilitary groups formed a national confederation, Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia (United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia), they became the only instance in the region in which a nonstate, right-wing group became a nationally organized force with an extensive, countrywide territorial presence.  Third, the Colombian paramilitaries are a distinctive and significant case due to their complex, intertwined relationship with drug trafficking.
Academics have examined the Colombian paramilitaries’ history, geographic expansion, backers, and characteristics.  While very valuable, these works generally have not provided detailed comparisons of the Colombian paramilitaries with other cases of right-wing political violence in Latin America.  Bergquist, Peñaranda, and Sánchez’s (2001: 39) observation that studies about Colombian political violence have been limited because “they rarely place their subject in comparative perspective” also applies to investigations about the paramilitaries.

Since graduate school, I have been working on a comparative study of the Colombian paramilitaries that has broadened analyses about their role in recent political conflict, their relationship to the Colombian government, and their association with drug trafficking.  My project also contributes to research about right-wing, organized violence and its relationship to the state in Latin America.  

I have written several conference papers, including one that compares the Colombian paramilitaries to Argentine death squads under military dictatorships and Guatemalan security forces (Wilson 2006, 2009), and another paper that began investigating the Colombian paramilitaries’’ relationship to the state (Wilson 2010).  In the future, I will deepen my comparisons through examining the Colombian paramilitaries during their different periods: origins and establishment (1982-1988); conflict and contradiction (1989-1993); restructuring and intensification (1994-1997); and pinnacle of violence (1998-2003).  Based on this research, I plan to write and present a conference paper about the paramilitaries’ beginnings and early years at the Latin American Studies Association Conference in the fall of 2013, and eventually to complete a book project about the Colombian paramilitaries.  
I am requesting RSC funds to: a) travel to the Colombian capital, Bogotá; b) pay for living expenses while I am conducting archival research there; c) broaden my contacts with Colombian researchers and academics; and d) purchase books in Colombia.  This trip would advance my overall research project on the paramilitaries and permit me to commence research for a book chapter on the paramilitaries’ earliest period (1982-1988).  Additionally, I plan to submit a proposal for sabbatical research in 2013-2014.  An RSC grant would help prepare for and facilitate my sabbatical research.

2. Feasibility

I possess the skills, background, and contacts necessary for this project and research in Colombia.  I am fluent in in speaking, reading, and writing Spanish.

For more than 20 years, I have conducted research in Colombia.  I am familiar with Colombian libraries, universities, research institutes, and non-governmental organizations which work on human rights, political violence and internal displacement. 

I have long-standing contacts with Colombian academics and research institutes, which would expedite my research. In January of 2012, I contacted the Instituto Colombiano de Antropología e Historia (Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History) about assisting me in gaining access to library archives and research institutes.

3. Project Design
I plan to travel to Bogotá for one month in the summer of 2012.   I will need funds for travel, lodging, food, and materials.  No funds will be needed for staff.
In Bogotá, I will locate archival materials (e.g., government documents and newspapers and magazine articles) about the Colombian paramilitaries, focusing on the period from 1982-1988.  Colombian documents and media reports are essential sources for this project, due the project’s historical focus, difficulties of interviewing key participants, and necessity of employing multiple sources of information when studying drug trafficking or political violence. 

Specifically, I plan to find and access materials in the Biblioteca Luis Ángel Arango (Luis Ángel Arango Library) in Bogotá.  Similar to the United States Library of Congress, the Biblioteca Luis Ángel Arango is Colombia’s largest and most important library.  It has extensive archives of Colombian newspapers, magazines, and government documents and reports. 

Many of the library’s holdings are not easily available (if at all) outside of Colombia.  While the Colombian government has posted some documents and reports online, its electronic postings do not cover much of my project’s time period (especially the 1980s).  Although several Colombian newspapers and magazines have online archives, some such as El Colombiano (the main newspaper for Colombia’s second largest city, Medellín) do not have any online archives.  In other cases, the online archives of major magazines and newspapers are limited in their coverage.  Additionally, one key source of information about the Colombian political conflict, the magazine, Cambio (formerly Cambio16), went out of business and no longer has any online archives. 

The location and survey of materials and documents from Biblioteca Luis Ángel Arango will assist me in planning my sabbatical research.  First, it will help me map out and plan further archival research.  Second, it will help me develop a list of potential interviewees for my sabbatical research.  

Another use of an RSC grant would be to purchase books and materials that are not easily available in the U.S.  These books and materials would allow me to continue working on my research about Colombian paramilitaries when I return to Minnesota.

4. Outcomes

An RSC grant would have several desired outcomes.  It would allow for the location of key materials and documents in Colombian archives, a survey of these materials, the establishment of a list of potential interviewees, and the purchase of materials.  A RSC grant would help me prepare for my sabbatical, develop a conference paper proposal for the Latin American Studies Conference in fall of 2013, and begin writing one book chapter about the Colombian paramilitaries during their period of origin and establishment (1982-1988).  

5. Budget

Books





 $348

Airfare
to Bogotá



$1000

Lodging




 $400

Food





 $300

Total





$2048
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Wilson, Suzanne.  2006.  “Terrains of Fear: A Comparison of the Colombian Paramilitaries (1997-2002) with the Argentine Death Squads (1976-1983),” unpublished manuscript.

_____.  2009.  “Means of Fear: A Comparison of the Colombian Paramilitaries (1997-2002) with the Guatemalan Death Squads (1978-1985).”  Presented at the Latin American Studies Association XXVIII International Congress, Rio de Janeiro, June 2009.

_____.  2010.  “Private Justice and Public Violence: Colombian Paramilitaries and the State (1997-2002).” Presented at the Latin American Studies Association XXIX International Congress, Toronto, September 2010.

7) Proposed List of Books to Be Purchased in Colombia*

Archila, Mauricio N., et al.  2006.  Conflictos, poderes e identidades en el Magdalena Medio, 1990-2001.  Bogotá: Colciencias and CINEP.  $75.00

Camacho Guizado, Álvaro (ed.).  2003.  El Conflicto colombiano y su impacto en los países andinos.  Bogotá, D.C., Colombia: CESO: Ediciones Uniandes. $54.00

Castaño, José Alejandro.  2005.  ¿Cuánto cuesta matar a un hombre?: Relatos reales de las comunas de Medellín.  Bogotá: Grupo Editorial Norma.  $48.00

Romero, Mauricio (editor).  2007.  Parapolítica, la ruta de la expansión paramilitar y los acuerdos políticos.  Primera edición. Bogotá: Intermedio Editores and Corporación Nuevo Arco Iris. $38.00

Romero, Mauricio (editor).  2011.  La economía de los paramilitares. Redes de corrupción, negocios y política.  Bogotá: Intermedio Editores and Corporación Nuevo Arco Iris.  $38.00
Sánchez G., Gonzalo and Eric Lair (editors.).  2004.  Violencias y estrategias colectivas en la Región Andina.  Bogotá, Norma-IFEA-Iepri. $60.00

Serrano Zabala, Alfredo.  2007.  La batalla final de Carlos Castaño. Secretos de la parapolítica.  Bogotá: Editorial Oveja Negra – Quintero Editores.  $34.00

*Prices are approximate based on exchange rates.  This list also depends on availability of these books.

Directions: 
1. Enter your Name
2. Enter the Stipend Costs


3. Enter the Project Costs (both individual costs and Total Project Cost)

          

4. Enter Total Amount Requested (Total Project Cost + Stipend)

NAME: Suzanne Wilson 



STIPEND (Please check one box to indicate your distribution preference)


Note: The RSC grant will fund up to 1,500 towards Project Costs. If your project costs will exceed this amount, you may opt to apply a portion (or all) of your stipend to cover these additional costs. If this option is your preference, please select “Partial Amount”.





        	              Full Amount ($700- assistant professor; $600-associate professor; $500-full 			professor)





        	X                      


 		Partial Amount (apply a portion of the full amount to project costs)





Partial Amount: Please indicate the amount that you would like to apply towards project costs 


($500 __________ ) and the remaining stipend after this deduction ($ 0__________ )








TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED 	 (Total Project Costs + Stipend)			$2048____________


(Note: The RSC grant will fund up to an amount equal to your Full Stipend + 1,500 for Project Costs)                                     	           





TOTAL PROJECT COSTS							            	$2048___________





PROJECT COSTS:	List each item individually with its cost.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.	


I. Equipment (e.g. transcription machine, camera, digital recorder—but not computer hardware)			


1.


2.


3.


II. Materials (e.g. books, printing, software, lab supplies)


1.


2.


3.


III. Personnel (e.g. typist, transcriptionist, student assistant)


1.


2.


3._____________________________________________________________


IV. Travel (cannot include conference travel, see � HYPERLINK "http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php" ��http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php� for allowable expenses)


1.


2.


3.





Project Costs Amount


 


I. Equipment


1.


2.


3.


II. Materials


1. $348


2.


3.


III. Personnel


1.


2.


3.


IV. Travel


1. $1000 -- airfare 


2. $400 -- lodging


3. $300 - -food


 


























BOX D. TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED (BOX A + BOX B) =           		        $______________
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