Mary Solberg/RSC application Feb 2012


Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant

Deadline February 10th
Please complete this checklist and attach it as the cover page of your grant application, whether you submit electronically or via hard copy.  

Faculty Information____________________________________________

Name  Mary Solberg

Dept:  Religion

Email:  msolberg@gustavus.edu

Rank:Associate Professor

Checklist_____________________________________________________

X  Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by RSC grants  

Please note:  I have attached excerpts of the Final Report submitted accounting for an RSC grant I received for the summer of 2000.

X  Complete project description, including separate statements of:

1. Purpose.  What are the intellectual, conceptual, or artistic issues?  How does your work fit into other endeavors being done in this field?

2. Feasibility.  What qualifications do you bring to this project?  What have you done/will you do to prepare for this project?  What is the time period, i.e. summer, summer and academic year, academic year only?  Is the work’s scope commensurate with the time period of the project?

3. Project Design.  This should include a specific description of the project design and activities, including location, staff, schedules or itineraries, and desired outcomes.

X  RSC Budget Proposal Form 

X  If successful, my proposal can be used as an example to assist future faculty applications.  This decision will not in any way influence the evaluation of my application.  Check box to give permission.

Submission instructions________________________________________

Electronic — Submit a single document containing the entire application to rsc-proposals@gustavus.edu. 

Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by RSC grants
From the final report (to then Dean John Mosbo) on the RSC grant I received for the summer of 2000:

As I indicated in my…application [for the 2000 grant], “The project I seek funding for is preliminary research on my next book.” …Specifically, I wrote, “During the summer of 2000, I expect to work diligently in laying the groundwork…It is crucial that I get a solid start; assuming that I do, I believe that I will be able to do more constructive and productive work, even if more slowly and in smaller portions, during the academic year.… I expect to spend the summer of 2000 laying the groundwork for the book through literature searches, gathering materials, outlining chapter topics and schedules, along the way continuing to assess and modify the feasibility and fruitfulness of my approach in terms of both scope and content.”

Most of the grant money went toward purchasing books, some of which I knew I wanted and needed to buy, and some of which, it occurred to me as I read or heard about them, might be useful in developing the approach I would take. In terms of categories, the books were mainly (a) about Luther and/or specifically about “theology of the cross,” since this is the theological anchor for my ongoing project; (b) in the areas of feminist theology, philosophy, or ethics, key interlocutors for me; (c) biographical or autobiographical accounts about or by persons from whose lived experience I expect to learn at least some of what I need to know as I think about how it is that some people behave accountably, while others stand by. This last category includes a significant number of works by and about resisters and rescuers during the Holocaust…. 

Conversations with a number of colleagues, here at Gustavus and elsewhere, have been especially valuable to me as I continue to “mull over” the approach I ought to take. Among these colleagues are Prof. Darrell Jodock here at Gustavus; Prof. Phil Ruge-Jones at Texas Lutheran University; Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, a freshly-minted Ph.D. in Christian Social Ethics from Union Theological Seminary in New York City; Dr. Mark U. Edwards, President Emeritus of St. Olaf College and a noted Luther scholar; Prof. DeAne Lagerquist at St. Olaf (who also acted as external reviewer for my 3rd-year review last semester). From these colleagues not only have I received suggestions of books, journal articles, and the like [as well as engaging in] mutual, creative exploration of ideas relevant to my book project…

I delivered an invited plenary paper to the Convocation of Lutheran Teaching Theologians in August 2000. In early July 2001, I was invited to give a lecture at the United Theological College in Bangalore, India. In November 2001, I will give a paper at the annual meeting of the Society of Anglican and Lutheran Theologians, which will be responded to by an Anglican theologian. All these papers, in their preparation and in the responses they have provoked/evoked, have helped me sort through key issues…

During the 2000-2001 academic year, I was deeply involved in service to the Gustavus community. [There follows a detailed recital of the ways in which I served the Gustavus community.]…

At the close of my 3rd-year review last spring, my colleagues in the department, among others, urged me to “back off” during this academic year and try to devote that time to work on my next intellectual/academic project—which is the book I have been referring to.…I hope to have begun to outline and frame the book by the start of the summer of 2002. I do not expect to finish this book quickly, but I would like to make steady progress so that I may finish it—if I am awarded tenure, and if I receive a sabbatical after that—during a sabbatical leave.

Postscript (added in February 2012).  In anticipation of receiving tenure and being granted a sabbatical leave, I applied for but did not receive an NEH sabbatical grant to work on this book, for which I submitted an outline and a narrative.  Because I did not receive funding, I was compelled to cut a full year’s leave to half a year; while I did get some work done on the book, I did not accomplish nearly what I had hoped to, and the project has been lingering on a mental shelf since then.  My current project, already slated for publication with Fortress Press, provides essential material for the book I will write when I have finished this project; that book will be a version of the one alluded to in the paragraphs above.

Complete 2012 project description

1.  Purpose.  I seek an RSC grant to help me complete a book manuscript that is under contract and due at the publisher, Fortress Press, in December 2012, for publication in 2013. The book’s working title is Undoing Christianity in Hitler’s Germany: The German Christian Faith Movement in Its Own Words.    

Over the last few decades, much has been published on the Third Reich, the Holocaust, and the Second World War. In this burgeoning field, however, the social function of religion and, specifically, the role of institutions self-identified as Christian in facilitating the National Socialist project, have not received the attention they deserve. A robust response to the question of how the German public became complicit in the marginalization, dehumanization, and eventual destruction of the Jews, for example, must take into account primary sources generated by such religious institutions that have not yet been fully mined in either German or English. Among them is an array of documents published between 1931 and 1943 by the Glaubensbewegung Deutsche Christen (German Christian Faith Movement). 

Members of this movement were convinced that Christianity had an essential role to play in the spiritual and cultural renewal they believed Hitler was inaugurating in Germany. The materials published by this vocal and highly influential minority Protestant Christian movement helped refashion key elements of public moral discourse and spiritual and religious self-understanding at all levels of Germany society, and, in doing so, did much of the work neither the Nazi Party nor Hitler’s government could have done to prepare Christians in Germany—and almost all Germans were Christians—to (at the least) tolerate or (at the most) work actively for the realization of the global Nazi project, especially (but not only) with regard to the Jews. Resistance was utterly exceptional.

Undoing Christianity will make available for the first time in English difficult-to-find materials that are essential to understanding the conduct of Christians and their institutions in Nazi Germany.  The book will comprise representative selections translated from some 75-80 documents (ranging from 8-10-page pamphlets to 200+-page scholarly volumes) published in Germany during the Third Reich, documents that I have gathered together from libraries all over North America and Europe, scanned, and photocopied during the last few years. I will prepare a lengthy and substantive introduction that will contextualize and explain the documents’ historical and theological significance and reflect on their implications for contemporary Christian thought.  The volume will also include bibliographies of both primary and secondary resources, a glossary, footnotes, and brief introductions to each translated document.

2.  Feasibility.  I have authored one book (Compelling Knowledge: A Feminist Epistemology of the Cross [SUNY Press, 1997]), co-edited two (in the field of bioethics), translated another two (from Spanish to English), and written original chapters for two other books. In my very first professional position, I served as a book editor, so I am both knowledgeable about and sensitive to scheduling issues from both the publisher’s and the author’s perspectives.  
 The present book is under contract to Fortress Press, one of the premiere publishers of books in the field of religious and biblical studies.  Completion of the manuscript by December 2012 is realistic; I believe the quality and depth of the final product will be significantly enhanced by the “final-touches” research I will be able to do in Germany, should I receive RSC funding. While much remains to be translated before I finally select those documents and excerpts of documents that will be included in the final manuscript, I have to date translated over 40,000 words.  Given my teaching and other responsibilities during the spring semester, the time I can devote to translating will be limited.  I expect to devote the summer months to finishing the translating and drafting the introduction to the volume. The months that remain before the manuscript is due will be dedicated to pulling together the other materials (see above) that complete the work.

I am hoping to be able to travel to Germany—specifically, Berlin—to conduct essential research in several archives there, and to interview a number of individuals, both several who are still alive from the days of the so-called church struggle and its fallout in the immediate post-WWII period, and several leading scholars in the field of modern German church history.  There are archives in other German cities to which my sources may direct me, and I want to have the time to investigate them, if possible.

3.  Project design.  I believe that what I have already written in the first and second sections above provides most of the information needed to visualize the project design.  Work of this type is fairly solitary: the translator, surrounded by German-English, German-German, and Nazi-German dictionaries of various types, sits at her computer, churning out English-language versions of documents that will be intelligible to 21st century readers and, at the same time, will reflect the documents’ various tones, styles, and contents, carried over from their own time and context.  Secondary sources in both German and English provide the historical and, in some cases, the interpretive warp and woof within which the translator may more easily discern the significance of a particular author, passage, or a whole document.  The cumulative experience produces the ingredients that prepare the translator/editor to craft an introduction that both displays the documents helpfully and challenges the reader to take up the significant ethical, social, and theological questions these documents raise.


With texts and reference and research materials in hand, I expect to continue to do most of the translating and writing locally.  I seek RSC support to purchase necessary supplies and to make a brief research trip that it now seems to me would enhance and burnish this very exciting project.  

Directions: 
1. Enter your Name

2. Enter the Stipend Costs


3. Enter the Project Costs (both individual costs and Total Project Cost)

          

4. Enter Total Amount Requested (Total Project Cost + Stipend)

NAME Mary Solberg





STIPEND (Please check one box to indicate your distribution preference)


Note: The RSC grant will fund up to 1,500 towards Project Costs. If your project costs will exceed this amount, you may opt to apply a portion (or all) of your stipend to cover these additional costs. If this option is your preference, please select “Partial Amount”.








 	X        Partial Amount (apply a portion of the full amount to project costs)





Partial Amount: Please indicate the amount that you would like to apply towards project costs 


($ 200.00 and the remaining stipend after this deduction ($ 400.00 )








Project Costs Amount


 


I. Equipment


1. 30.00


2.


3.


II. Materials


1.100.00


2.110.00


3. 50.00


III. Personnel


1.  n.a.


2.


3.


IV. Travel


1.  1378.00


2.


3.





























PROJECT COSTS:	List each item individually with its cost.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.	


I. Equipment (e.g. transcription machine, camera, digital recorder—but not computer hardware)			


1.  desk lamp


2.


3.


II. Materials (e.g. books, printing, software, lab supplies)


1.  books (e.g., Nazi-Deutsch/Nazi German)


2.  ink cartridges


3.  miscellaneous: file folders, labels, mailers, dividers, etc.


III. Personnel (e.g. typist, transcriptionist, student assistant)


1.  n.a.


2.


3._____________________________________________________________


IV. Travel (cannot include conference travel, see � HYPERLINK "http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php" ��http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php� for allowable expenses)


1.  Airfare to Berlin, Germany, for archival and interview research


2.


3.





BOX D. TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED (BOX A + BOX B) =           		        $______________





TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED 	 (Total Project Costs + Stipend)			$___2068.00___


(Note: The RSC grant will fund up to an amount equal to your Full Stipend + 1,500 for Project Costs)                                     	          





 





TOTAL PROJECT COSTS							            	$__1668.00_
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