
APPLICATION CHECKLIST & BUDGET FORM 
Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant 

 
Deadline February 10th  

 
Please complete this checklist and attach it as the cover page of your grant application, 

whether you submit electronically or via hard copy.   
 

 
Faculty Information____________________________________________ 
 
Name:__Anna Hulseberg & Michelle Twait____ 

Dept:_____Library________________________ 

Email: ahulsebe@gac.edu and mtwait@gac.edu_  

Rank:__Assistant (AH) and Associate (MT)_____ 

 
Checklist_____________________________________________________ 
 
□  Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by RSC 
grants 
□  Complete project description, including separate statements of: 
 

1. Purpose.  What are the intellectual, conceptual, or artistic issues?  How does 
your work fit into other endeavors being done in this field? 

 
2. Feasibility.  What qualifications do you bring to this project?  What have you 

done/will you do to prepare for this project?  What is the time period, i.e. 
summer, summer and academic year, academic year only?  Is the work’s 
scope commensurate with the time period of the project? 

 
3. Project Design.  This should include a specific description of the project 

design and activities, including location, staff, schedules or itineraries, and 
desired outcomes. 

 
□  RSC Budget Proposal Form – Note: We used $650 as the stipend amount, 
averaging the Associate and Assistant Professor stipends. 
□  If successful, my proposal can be used as an example to assist future 
faculty applications.  This decision will not in any way influence the 
evaluation of my application.  Check box to give permission. 
         
Submission instructions________________________________________ 
Electronic — Submit a single document containing the entire application to 

rsc-proposals@gustavus.edu.  
Paper — Submit one (1) copy of completed application to the John S. 

Kendall Center for Engaged Learning (SSC 119). 

mailto:rsc-proposals@gustavus.edu


Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant: BUDGET INFORMATION 

Last Updated: November 2010 

Directions:  1. Enter your Name 
2. Enter the Stipend Costs 

  3. Enter the Project Costs (both individual costs and Total Project Cost) 
            4. Enter Total Amount Requested (Total Project Cost + Stipend) 

NAME __Anna Hulseberg & Michelle Twait___________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 PROJECT COSTS: List each item individually with its cost.  Attach 

additional sheets if necessary.  
I. Equipment (e.g. transcription machine, camera, digital recorder—
but not computer hardware)    
1.  
2. 
3. 
II. Materials (e.g. books, printing, software, lab supplies) 
1. Survey participant incentives  
2. Interview participant incentives 
3. Survey Monkey subscription 
III. Personnel (e.g. typist, transcriptionist, student assistant) 
1. Student assistant(s)/transcriptionist(s) 
2. Independent coders (two coders) 
3._____________________________________________________________ 
IV. Travel (cannot include conference travel, see 
http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php for allowable expenses) 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Project Costs 
Amount 
  
I. Equipment 
1.  
2. 
3. 
II. Materials 
1. $60 
2. $300 
3. $100 
III. Personnel 
1. $360 
2. $850 
3. 
IV. Travel 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STIPEND (Please check one box to indicate your distribution preference) 
Note: The RSC grant will fund up to 1,500 towards Project Costs. If your project costs will exceed 
this amount, you may opt to apply a portion (or all) of your stipend to cover these additional 
costs. If this option is your preference, please select “Partial Amount”. 
 
                    Full Amount ($700- assistant professor; $600-associate professor; $500-full professor) 
 
                     
   Partial Amount (apply a portion of the full amount to project costs) 
 
Partial Amount: Please indicate the amount that you would like to apply towards project costs  
($ __170____ ) and the remaining stipend after this deduction ($ _480______ ) 
 

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS                    $_1,670________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED   (Total Project Costs + Stipend)   $_$2,150_______ 
(Note: The RSC grant will fund up to an amount equal to your Full Stipend + 1,500 for Project Costs)                                     
             

http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php


RSC Grant Proposal, Anna Hulseberg and Michelle Twait  

January 2012 

 

Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by a RSC grant 

Twait, M.  (2001). "Women, libraries, and literacy during the Progressive Period."  The grant 

funded a research trip to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  The trip’s purpose was 

to gather primary sources on the role of libraries for women participating in the settlement 

movement and labor unionization of the Progressive Era.  Twait continues to seek out primary 

sources for this project.  More recently (2009), she traveled to Chicago to use the archives at the 

Newberry Library. 

 

Purpose.  What are the intellectual, conceptual, or artistic issues?  How does your work fit into 

other endeavors being done in this field? 

 

We are applying for a Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant to fund an exploratory study 

of the research behaviors of sophomore students at Gustavus. 

The Folke Bernadotte Memorial Library at Gustavus, like many other academic libraries, has a 

robust program of working with first year students, as most First Term Seminar courses meet 

with a librarian at least once during the students’ first semester at Gustavus. Librarians have that 

initial opportunity to connect with students and introduce them to library resources and the 

research process, but our efforts to continue working with students to build upon their research 

skills are uneven. After the first year, whether students take full advantage of library resources 

depends upon a number of factors, including what area of study they pursue and if it has formal 

or informal library components incorporated into a methods course, senior capstone, and/or other 

courses, the student’s own proclivities, and whether the faculty with whom they work encourage 

students to engage in secondary research and to consult with librarians.  

Gustavus students, like students at many colleges and universities, enjoy a great deal of attention 

during the first year as they adapt to college life – from new student orientation activities, to the 

structure of the First Term Seminar courses. When students return to campus in the sophomore 

year, their focus often shifts from adapting to college life, to considering academic majors and 

possible career paths. Out of a concern for improving retention and helping students make the 

transition from the first year to the second year, and to avoid the “sophomore slump,” many 

institutions have established sophomore year programs or convocations.
1
  A small, informal 

survey of librarians at peer institutions with “Sophomore Year Experience” programs suggests 

that libraries are not often present in the program.
2
  

 

                                                 
1
 Allie Grasgreen. “Dump the Slump,” Inside Higher Ed, September 29, 2011, http://www.inside 

highered.com (accessed January 27, 2012).                                                                                                                                                                                           
2
 E-mail correspondence, January 2012. 



In a recent column, the President-Elect of the Association of College & Research Libraries 

suggested that in the midst of campus-wide efforts to curtail the sophomore slump, libraries 

should address the “information literacy sophomore slump” by collaborating with classroom 

faculty to integrate information literacy into the curriculum beyond the first year, into the 

sophomore, junior, and senior years.
3
 An exploratory study of the research behaviors of 

sophomores at Gustavus will inform our discussions of how we can reach out to sophomores to 

keep them engaged as library users, and how we can best work with faculty in the departments to 

support students in their research as they navigate through that transitional sophomore year.                     

Some of the issues we intend to explore regarding the research behaviors of our sophomore 

students include: where they go (in the physical library, the library website, or other web sites) to 

find information, how they evaluate sources for quality and appropriateness for their purposes, 

whom they consult as they conduct research (classmates, professors, librarians, parents, or 

others), and whether and how the orientation to college research they received during their first 

year from classroom professors and librarians has served them well when they return to campus 

as sophomores. 

Feasibility.  What qualifications do you bring to this project?  What have you done/will you do 

to prepare for this project?  What is the time period, i.e. summer, summer and academic year, 

academic year only?  Is the work’s scope commensurate with the time period of the project? 

 

Qualifications 

Both applicants have been involved in research projects that relate to this proposal.  In 2003, 

Twait interviewed undergraduate students' in order to determine what criteria students consider 

when they are selecting sources for a research project.  In 2006, both applicants administered 

focus groups and conducted a survey of the entire student body on library website design.  In 

2010, Hulseberg was a co-investigator on an ethnographic study of library space use.  This 

included both quantitative and qualitative research methods.  In 2011, Hulseberg participated in 

the design of two library website focus groups.  Both applicants are members of the library's 

Web Task Force, charged with evaluating and updating the library’s website.  As members of the 

Task Force, we have conducted usability testing and focus groups.   

 

Preparation completed  

At this time, we have considered the purpose of our study and selected the research 

design/methodology.   We have determined that a survey of all sophomore students, followed by 

interviews of 10-15 sophomore students will yield data that will help us learn more about the 

research behavior of this particular group of students.  In addition, we have conducted a 

preliminary literature review and have also gathered data from previous library user studies.  We 

have also crafted a budget for the project, including an estimation of the transcriptionist hours 

needed and the compensation for independent coders. 

 

 

                                                 
3
 Steven Bell, “Avoiding the Literacy Sophomore Slump: From the Bell Tower,” From the Bell Tower, 

October 20, 2011, http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2011/10/opinion/steven-bell/avoiding-the-literacy-sophomore-slump                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2011/10/opinion/steven-bell/avoiding-the-literacy-sophomore-slump


Additional preparation   

This spring and summer, we will continue to search for literature pertaining to our study.  After 

we complete the IRB application and receive approval, we will develop the survey questions and 

interview questions/script.  We will recruit a transcriptionist and two independent coders and 

require that they sign an agreement that they will maintain the confidentiality of the survey and 

interview participants.     

 

Time period 

 

The grant period will consist of distributing the online survey, conducting 10-15 interviews, 

reviewing the survey data, and transcribing and coding the interview data.  As we are 

incorporating both quantitative and qualitative methods, we feel this time period is 

commensurate with the work's scope.  To ensure that we would meet the deadline for spending 

the RSC grant funds, we have dedicated most of Spring 2013 to transcription and coding, the 

most time-consuming parts of the project.   Please see Project Design section for a detailed 

timeline. 

 

We plan to conduct additional data analysis and share our findings within the library, on campus, 

and via professional conferences or publications, after the grant period. The desired outcome is 

to gather information on the research behaviors of sophomore students that will be helpful to 

librarians and classroom faculty at Gustavus, as well as colleagues at other academic institutions, 

as we develop a more deliberate approach to integrating information literacy into the sophomore 

year and beyond. 

 

Project Design.  This should include a specific description of the project design and activities, 

including location, staff, schedules or itineraries, and desired outcomes. 

 

 Mid- to late-fall 2012, distribute (via e-mail) an online survey to all Gustavus 

sophomores to gather information on their research behaviors. This grant application 

budget includes funding for a Survey Monkey subscription and incentives survey 

participants (a gift card drawing).  After the survey closes, we will conduct a preliminary 

analysis of the survey data to inform the interview questions. 

 Late fall 2012 through mid-February 2013, interview up to 15 sophomore students to 

gather more detailed information on their research behaviors. Hulseberg and Twait will 

conduct all interviews. We will invite students to bring and discuss an example of a 

recent or current research project. This grant application budget includes funding for 

incentives for interview participants, a gift card for each participant.  

 January through mid-March 2013, student assistant will transcribe all interviews. 

Hulseberg and Twait will identify, train, and supervise the student assistant. This grant 

application budget includes funding for a student assistant/transcriptionist to work up to 

45 hours. 

 January through mid-March 2013, Hulseberg and Twait code transcripts as the student 

assistant completes the transcriptions. 

 Mid-March through mid-May 2013, two independent coders will code the transcripts. 

Hulseberg and Twait will identify, train, and supervise the work of the independent 

coders.  Preferably, the independent coders will be faculty or graduate students, hired 



based on their experience with and/or knowledge of qualitative research methods. This 

grant application budget includes funding for two independent coders to work up to 24 

hours each. 

 

As mentioned above, after the grant period ends, we will continue to analyze the data and share 

our findings.  
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