
Last Updated: January 2014 

Presidential Faculty/Student Collaboration and Publication Grant 
Deadline Monday, February 24th  

 
Please use this checklist and budget. Include with your completed application. For more 
information about Presidential Faculty/Student Collaboration and Publication grants, please see 
https://gustavus.edu/kendallcenter/grant-opportunities/presidential-grant.php. 
 
FACULTY INFORMATION 
Name: Lisa Heldke 
 
Department: Philosophy 

Email: heldke@gac.edu 
 
Rank: Professor 

 
STUDENT INFORMATION 
Name: Samantha Manick and Jens Thomsen 
 
Major(s): Philosophy 

Email: smanick@gac.edu, jthomse2@gac.edu 
 
Graduation Year: 2015 

 
CHECKLIST 
Project Details 
x☐ Brief description of the proposed project including its collaborative nature 
x☐  Clear statement of anticipated outcomes 
x☐  Likely placement for publication or performances 
x☐  Anticipated research completion date 
 
Participant Details 
x☐  Names and brief biographies of all participants 
x☐  Explanation of how this project fits into the career of the faculty member 
  Note: Applications from faculty at all career stages are encouraged 
x☐  Explanation of how this project fits into the educational trajectory of the student 
 Note: Statement should be written by the student; include year of graduation; student 

eligibility is limited to full-time returning students 
 
x☐ Presidential Budget Proposal Form  
 
x☐ If successful, my proposal can be used as an example to assist future applications. Check to 

give permission. This decision will not influence the application evaluation.   
 
Submit electronically as a PDF to cblaukat@gustavus.edu at the John S. Kendall Center for Engaged 
Learning. 

https://gustavus.edu/kendallcenter/grant-opportunities/presidential-grant.php.
https://gustavus.edu/kendallcenter/grant-opportunities/presidential-grant.php.
mailto:smanick@gac.edu
mailto:cblaukat@gustavus.edu
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Presidential Faculty/Student Collaboration Grant 

Budget Information 
Faculty Stipend ($300 per week, up to $3,000 for a maximum of 10 weeks) 
Student Summer Stipend ($400 per week, up to $4,000 for a maximum of 10 weeks) 
Student Summer Campus Housing ($60 per week, for a maximum of 10 weeks) 
Budget Maximum ($8,100 for all categories) 
 
Item Amount 
Equipment (e.g., transcription machine, camera, cassette recorder – but not 
to include computer hardware) 

$ n/a 

1:None Cost:   
2: Cost:  
3: Cost:  
Materials (e.g., books, printing, software, lab supplies) $ 
1: None Cost:   
2:  Cost:   
3:  Cost:   
Travel Costs (cannot include conference travel, see 
http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php for allowable travel expenses) 

$  

Airfare:  
Mileage: Number of miles_____ @ $0.56/mile  
Lodging:  
Meals:  
Stipends & Housing $ 
Faculty Stipend $300 per week, up to $3,000 for a 

maximum of 10 weeks 
n/a 

Student Summer Stipend $400 per week, up to $4,000 for a 
maximum of 10 weeks 

8000 
 

Student Summer Campus Housing $60 per week, up to 10 weeks 120 
Total Expenses:  
Note: I am asking that basically all the money be in the form of student 
stipend, except for one week of on-campus work for each.  The rest of 
the work will be via skype.  

$ 

  
Amount Requested (Total Expenses + Requested Stipends + Housing) 
 

$ 8120 
 

 
Have you applied for, or received funding from, another source to help support this project? (If no, 
skip a, b, and c below.)  

☐ Yes  ☐x No 
 

a. Funding Source:   
b. Amount:  
c. Please explain how the Presidential grant will be used in addition to the other funding, and (if 

relevant), how the Presidential grant project would be impacted if external funding is not 
approved. 

http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php
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Project Details 
 

Brief description of project: What is the role of food in the educational mission of Gustavus? 
How, that is, do we use food the substance or food the topic as a tool with which to pursue the 
liberal arts, as Gustavus defines that educational model?   
 
This qualitative research project uses open-ended interviews with faculty members, administrators 
and other community members to explore the question. We will identify curricular, co-curricular and 
administrative dimensions of the institution to ask: what substantive roles does food play in 
academic coursework? How does it play a constructive, constitutive role in co-curricular activity? 
And how does it undergird and support the mission of the entire institution?  
 
Why is this question significant? To begin to understand the answer, notice that food has always 
played important roles in the life of a college, though those roles have largely been regarded as 
supportive: feed students and employees, entertain guests. The significance of these roles to an 
institution’s mission has largely remained unexamined, a condition that is beginning to change, in 
part as a result of the emergence of food studies as an academic discipline, and in part as a function 
of the greater attention to food in the larger society. Our research project taps into that growing 
interest.  
 
We identify three particular foci for our research. First, food has come to have a formal, explicit 
place in the curriculum. One segment of our research will thus aim specifically at identifying the 
classes that are doing food studies. But food obviously operates in many other arenas in a residential 
liberal arts college and thus, arguably also plays a role in student learning and development in these 
arenas. Thus, second, our research will target particular co-curricular offices and organizations, to 
examine the kinds of ways that food actually contributes to the larger goals of those bodies. Finally, 
food looms large in the overall life of a college community, but its role in realizing the mission of 
that institution may be largely invisible, unstated, or underappreciated. So an additional segment of 
research will specifically target the work of divisions of the college that are often not seen as 
“involved” directly in the educational work of the institution—most notably the dining service.  
 
This project is phase two of a research project Heldke began in 2005 with two earlier philosophy 
students.  That first phase resulted in a paper (jointly written by her and student Andrew Twiton) 
that she presented at a food studies conference and also presented at a faculty shop talk. One useful 
concept that emerged from the first phase of research is the notion of the “liberal artisan,” a concept 
that stands in contradistinction to the “liberal artist.” We contended that the educational mission of 
Gustavus, a liberal arts college with many important pre-professional programs, is best understood 
as producing liberal artisans, for whom the abstract and theoretical intertwine essentially with the 
concrete and practical. We concluded that, in such a liberal arts setting, food has considerable 
usefulness, both as subject matter and as substance on which we all depend. As Heldke wrote, in the 
conclusion of a paper documenting this research, she understands Gustavus to be motivated by two 
liberal arts goals first articulated by the philosopher John Dewey: “1) to liberate humans by enabling 
us to attain the deepest and most engaged levels of thinking, acting and living possible in our world; 
and 2) to fit ourselves for lives as makers of democracy. While it would be hyperbolic to suggest that 
food is uniquely suited to these tasks, it is by no means an exaggeration to claim that food’s capacity 
to engage students in the endeavor of human liberation—with all that such an endeavor requires of 
us ethically, aesthetically, intellectually and practically—is virtually limitless.” 
 
Students will complete the bulk of the interviews, which we will discuss and analyze together. 
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Outcomes  
 
Heldke hopes that this research, which includes many faculty who were not at Gustavus at the time 
of her first interviews, and includes sectors of the college that were not a part of the original project, 
will have two kinds of outcomes. First, that it will deepen and make visible understanding of the 
ways in which food does serious work at various levels of sophistication and complexity—from the 
literal and concrete (snacks at a meeting) to the highly abstract and symbolic (the study of food 
practices within a culture, e.g.)  
 
Second, she hopes that it will deepen the understanding of the particular kind of liberal arts college 
that Gustavus represents, and the notion of the “liberal artisan” that emerges from it. It is her 
contention that this model supports and is supported by robust attention to food at these various 
levels, and that making “the work of food” more visible will contribute to a deeper understanding of 
the value of this particular way of “doing liberal arts.”  
 
Additionally, the researchers will share the results of this work with Environmental Studies Director 
Jim Dontje, who is tentatively exploring the possibility of a food studies track within the ES major. 
Our research would serve a vital purpose in determining whether or not there is presently sufficient 
course content for such a track.  
 
Publications or Performances 
 
We will present very preliminary work as a part of a panel (including Steve Kjellgren) at the joint 
meetings of two food studies societies, to be held in June. We will seek appropriate venues for 
publishing this research during the course of the summer. Possibilities include food studies journals 
and also journals on higher education and/or pedagogy. Conceivably, this topic would also lend 
itself to a piece for a more mainstream audience; perhaps we could explore the idea of a piece for 
the Quarterly.  
 
In addition, we will present our findings to James Dontje and interested members of the ES faculty.  
 
Anticipated Research Completion Date 
 
We have begun interviews, and will ideally complete all interviewing by mid-July. We will have the 
remainder of the summer to discuss results, read relevant literature, develop theoretical analyses and 
write. In all likelihood, however, we will continue to work on this project in the fall semester.  
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Participant Details 
 

Lisa Heldke 
 
How this project fits into my research trajectory: 
 My philosophical work has focused on food for nearly all of my career. Another important 
strand of my work has been in philosophy of education, particularly exploring questions about the 
nature of the liberal arts. This ongoing project to explore food in the academic life of this institution 
has been a happy union of those two interests, as well as a rewarding opportunity to work with 
students in a new way.  My notion of the “liberal artisan” is a concept that has received considerable 
interest from persons working in food studies, and so it is a concept about which I would like to 
write more and publish more, in response to questions I’ve received. Furthermore, it is a topic that I 
believe can be of use to Gustavus, moving into the future, as we work to clarify and solidify our own 
identity as a liberal arts institution.  
 
Samantha Manick 
 
Biography:  

I am a Junior English and Honors Philosophy major. My time at Gustavus thus far has been 
a time of immense personal and academic growth. When I started at Gustavus, I immediately 
enrolled in as many philosophy courses as I could fit into my schedule, eager to study the discipline 
that I had never had the opportunity to study previously. It wasn’t long before philosophy stole my 
heart, particularly in Lisa Heldke’s Modern Philosophy class in the spring of my first year. 
Sophomore year, Lisa offered me a position as her research assistant, which has become one of the 
most rewarding parts of my studies at Gustavus. I have worked with her on her philosophical 
journal concerning food, written papers in conjunction with her, helped edit her manuscript, and 
more. We have now begun this work researching the use of food in classes at Gustavus and its place 
in the liberal arts curriculum overall. This research, while under Lisa’s direction, is an investigation 
that I have also been able to make my own. It allows me to take my love of philosophy out into the 
Gustavus community and speak with faculty members about their use of food as well as its 
importance. Besides delving into studies in philosophy of food, my interests include philosophy in 
literature and continental philosophy (particularly existentialism and German philosophy). Thus far I 
have taken eight philosophy classes at Gustavus covering such philosophical traditions as ancient 
philosophy, modern philosophy, formal logic, and analytic philosophy. 
 
How this project fits my educational trajectory: 
 This research project, which considers the role of food in the educational mission of 
Gustavus as a liberal arts college, seems to be a logical and immensely valuable part of my 
educational trajectory at Gustavus and beyond. Being awarded this grant will allow us to continue 
and expand our research as well as give us the opportunity to present our findings at food studies 
conferences and publish our research in various areas of academia and beyond. These opportunities 
are invaluable to my continuing work and studies in philosophy. The skills required to conduct 
interviews, present our findings in front of an audience, and publish our studies across multiple 
disciplines will be essential to my success in graduate school and as a philosopher in general. My 
plans after graduating in the spring of 2015 are to enroll in graduate school and continue my studies 
in philosophy, with a focus on continental philosophy. My end goal is to become a professor of 
philosophy, with hopes of one day being fortunate enough to conduct research of my own with my 
students. Most importantly, this research project fits into my educational trajectory because it allows 
me to practice engaging in some of the most important skills of doing “real” philosophy—
questioning, engaging with others, gathering empirical evidence, structuring an argument, and 
publishing research.  
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Jens Thomsen 
 
Biography: 
 I am a junior philosophy major with a minor in Scandinavian Studies. At Gustavus, I am 
a member of the men’s swim team, the Gustavus Philosophers’ Guild, and a DJ on KGSM 
Gustavus Radio. I traveled abroad on the Semester in Sweden trip during the spring of my 
sophomore year. I came to college undecided on my major, knowing that I enjoyed writing and 
critical thinking. I took a political science and a philosophy class my first semester and found 
myself thoroughly enjoying the philosophy class while particularly enjoying the political 
philosophy bits of my political science class. The following semester, I took Modern Philosophy 
with Lisa Heldke which solidified my desire to study philosophy. I have been assisting Lisa in 
her research since the fall of my sophomore year. This research has included assisting her journal 
editing work by finding appropriate reviewers for scholarly papers, editing Lisa’s own papers, 
and assisting in the making of an encyclopedia of food studies topics for which Lisa serves on 
the editorial board. I am a Presidential Scholar at Gustavus. I have also held the academic 
assistant position in the philosophy department for the last three semesters. I intend to complete 
the honors track of the philosophy major. 
 
How this project fits into my educational trajectory: 
 Philosophy is not an area of study known for collaborative research, or for substantial 
undergraduate research. For this reason, this project would be a substantial addition to a graduate 
school or internship application. This project would be a fantastic opportunity to perform serious 
research with a possibility of legitimately shaping the school’s offerings in the form of a food 
studies minor or emphasis in the Environmental Studies major. In my year and a half doing 
research for Lisa, I have gained invaluable insight into professional academia. I have edited 
papers, researched sources, and assisted in the production of Lisa’s publications in various ways. 
This has given me a unique view into the characteristics of a possible future in academia. This 
project would allow me to go beyond assisting in research and give me the rare opportunity to 
perform it. A significant role in this research would be a sure sign to graduate schools that I am a 
serious student with experience in academic research with the ability and intention to do more.  
 


