2013 RSC Grant Application

Submitted by Rebecca T. Fremo

Project Title:  The Last Good Day (manuscript of poems)
I. Description of previous projects funded by RSC grants

2011:  I worked on a chapbook of 26 poems titled Chasing Northern Lights.  I spent summer of 2011 finishing the poems and researching publication opportunities.  I utilized additional funds to make three trips to The Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis during AY 2011-2012, which has one of the largest collections of published chapbooks in the state.  I finished the chapbook by September of 2011.  The chapbook was finally published by Finishing Line Press in December of 2012.  Success! 

2002:  I spent all summer of 2002 working on a scholarly book project called Toward a Rhetoric of Reading.  First, I revised Chapter One of my dissertation, which in turn became the first of two sample chapters for my book manuscript.   I also reworked one of my case study chapters, which became the second sample chapter to accompany the book prospectus. This chapter was later published as "'Reading What Students Have Written': A Case Study from the Basic Writing Classroom" in Reader: Essays in Reader-Oriented Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy.  Finally, I conducted a literature review to prepare the prospectus.    After years of revise/ resubmit letters, I ultimately decided not to pursue the book project. Instead, I reworked and published the final two chapters as articles.  “You Are a Reader, and That’s What I Need”: Expectations of Proximity, Authority, and Enjoyment at a Liberal Arts College,” was the lead article in  READER: Essays in Reader-Oriented Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy in spring of 2012.    A second article, “Assumptions, Theories, and Best Guesses: Rethinking the Teacher as Audience,” is forthcoming in Minnesota English Journal in spring of 2013.

2003:  I used my summer to respond to requests for additional manuscript chapters for the book manuscript project described above. Thus I revised existing chapters and framed new material for the book's two new chapters, which were eventually published as articles (see above).  In addition, I revised a book chapter titled "Redefining Our Rhetorical Situation: JWPAs in the Small College Context,” which was later published in Untenured Faculty as Writing Program Administrators: Institutional Practices and Politics (eds. Alice Horning and Deborah Dew).  The book chapter was published in 2007, delayed due to editorial changes at Parlour Press.  
II. Purpose, Feasibility, and Project Design:  The Last Good Day (collection of poems)
Purpose
When I published Chasing Northern Lights in 2012, I was limited to 26 poems for this chapbook format.  I faced a file folder containing about 50 “keepers” at the time, many about my family, but an increasing number about other topics, often related to my ongoing struggle to learn to pay more attention to what is already in front of me and to worry less about where I’m going. In late September of 2013, a crisis within my own family led me to face that struggle in ways that I’d never imagined: all of us found it increasingly difficult to face each day that followed what I had already termed “the last good day” in our lives.   I began to write poems at a fairly furious pace, finding the writing to be an outlet for much of the “stuff” I simply couldn’t express any other way.  The more I wrote, the more I realized that the poems were fitting larger themes present in earlier work:  Some of my poems seemed to use slow motion to revisit the days I had enjoyed prior to our crisis; others seemed determined to freeze-frame and re-read the moments that most immediately surrounded that last good day; and a few uncharacteristically optimistic poems seem determined to make peace with the past. These are the poems I hope to generate this summer, in particular.   The project I am working now is a full-length manuscript of poems based upon that three-part structure.
My proposal for this RSC grant mimics my RSC work plan of 2011, because that plan worked so well for me when I wrote my previous collection. I hope to achieve similar results this year.   By writing intensively this summer, then continuing to draft poems throughout AY 2013-2014, I will be poised to revise and edit during my sabbatical year (2014-15).  Ultimately, then, I hope to return from sabbatical already prepared to submit the manuscript for publication.  

Feasibility
I hold the Ph.D. in English with a Rhetoric and Composition focus (Ohio State University 2000).    I completed my BA and MA in English (Virginia Tech 1991, 1995).  I am currently Associate Professor and Chair of English here at Gustavus.  I directed our Writing Center from 2000-2011.  I also directed our Writing Across the Curriculum program from 2000-2005.  I teach courses ranging from Writing Creative Nonfiction to Academic Writing to Adolescent Literature and Literacy, as well as pedagogy courses for pre-service teachers.  I hope to begin teaching Introduction to Creative Writing when I return from my sabbatical in 2015; this is a direct result of my work as a poet during the last seven or eight years. 

My scholarly work typically focuses on issues related to identity negotiation in the composition classroom.  I have also written a number of articles focused on teaching or tutoring in the liberal arts college context.  Most recently, my articles have appeared in Writing Lab Newsletter; Reader; Composition Studies; and Minnesota English Journal (forthcoming).  I also have an essay titled “Composition Dogma and the Rhetoric of Ascent” (a play on Wayne Booth’s Modern Dogma and the Rhetoric of Assent) forthcoming in a collection titled Identity and Status in First Year Composition (eds. Nicolas, Kimball, Schiler).  In recent years, however, I’ve chosen to focus more on my work as a poet and on writing creative nonfiction, an interest fueled by the course that I teach every other fall semester, English 256: Writing Creative Nonfiction.  
In 2003, I began to write poetry in earnest.  By 2006, I was submitting poems to journals and literary magazines, as well as to competitions.  By 2008, I could share that work with colleagues here in the English department, who then began to invite me to participate in annual “Reading Day” readings at the St. Peter Arts Center.  In spring of 2011 I was invited to read at  “A Celebration of Minnesota Poetry in Honor of Poet Laureate Joyce Sutphen.”  My first chapbook of poems, Chasing Northern Lights, was published by Finishing Line Press in December of 2012, and my poems have appeared in a range of journals, including Water~Stone Review, Naugatuck River Review, Tidal Basin Review, Poetica, Paper Darts, and Lake Region Review. I have also entered competitions sponsored by The Loft in Minneapolis; I was a finalist and an Honorable Mention in their 2010 Mentor Competition in Poetry, and I was a finalist again in that competition in 2012.  I’m pleased to note that several of the poems that appear in my first chapbook, Chasing Northern Lights, were written during my last sabbatical in 2007-2008.

I now consider my creative work to be the core of my professional identity.  I have received tremendous support in this area, and I have enjoyed the fact that my work is actually being read by real human beings (I believe more people read my chapbook than all of my academic publications to date combined). Approximately 60-70% of the poems for this manuscript are already written. I simply need time and space to devote to additional drafting and revision work during the summer, as well as a few days during the school year to spend away from campus in order to prepare poetry submissions and research possible publication venues.  
Project Design
This book-length (80  poems, approximately) collection is titled The Last Good Day.  The book raises questions like these: Where is the line between despair and growth?  When we are in the throes of something previously unthinkable, when are we able not only to make sense of such pain but also to make use of it?  What constitutes the unthinkable for each of us in the first place?  The collection takes as its center an excruciating moment of challenge, and traces the days leading up to it as well as ways to continue with our lives afterward.  Poems chronicle how it becomes possible to see what came before “the last good day,” and to begin to imagine a life afterward.  The poems trace the line between ignorance and realization, between gravity and growth, and then seek to use that line as a starting place for a new kind of life, one that accepts a flawed reality and imperfect loved ones.  The Last Good Day is broken down into three parts; each part will contain approximately 20-30 poems.  The collection has three parts:  Part I is titled “What Came Before”; Part II is called “The Last Good Day”; Part Three is titled “What Comes Next.”   

I have drafted approximately 60-70% of the poems already.  I propose to use the RSC grant in order to focus exclusively on the drafting process throughout the summer of 2013, using additional funds to submit groups of poems to competitions and to utilize resources at The Loft in Minneapolis during AY 2013-14 as I begin to research the submission process.  I have only two tasks this summer:  the first is to complete the data analysis for my SOTL project (I expect to receive funds for this) and have set aside 10 hours weekly for this work.  The rest of the summer will be spent working exclusively on my poems.   I will use the RSC grant stipend to support this work.  I will also seek funds to defray the costs of submitting work to contests and first book competitions (these typically ask for a $10- $20 reading fee), and to pay for mileage and a meal for each of three day-long trips to The Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis, where I will use the Resource Library and begin to search for an online mentor to read the manuscript.
Below I offer a calendar to explain the stages of my project:
· June 2013-August 2013:  Maintain writing journal.  Set aside daily periods of writing M-F for writing and revision for The Last Good Day.  Take one trip to The Loft to utilize their library; seek information regarding competitions and prizes nationally.  Submit poems to competitions.
· September –December 2013:  Submit new poems to literary journals.  Expand current pool of journals.  Target Roanoke Review, Louisville Review, and Rosebud, all of which sent positive feedback alongside previous rejections. Submit to fall competitions.  Take one trip to The Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis to utilize library.
· January 2014:  Research grants and residencies, competitions.  Begin to apply for funds to counter loss of income during sabbatical 2014-2015.  Take third and final trip to The Loft in order to utilize library.
In terms of desired outcomes, I simply want to work toward completion of my manuscript.  Dedicated time and financial support for contest fees and travel to the Loft will be extremely helpful.  Thank you for considering my proposal.
