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Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Grant Application

Faculty Information____________________________________________
Name:   Deane Curtin

Dept:     Department of Philosophy

Email:   curtin@gustavus.edu

Rank:    Professor

Checklist_____________________________________________________

x□  Description of previous projects (and outcomes) funded by RSC grants
x□  Complete project description, including separate statements of:
1. Purpose.  What are the intellectual, conceptual, or artistic issues?  How does your work fit into other endeavors being done in this field?

2. Feasibility.  What qualifications do you bring to this project?  What have you done/will you do to prepare for this project?  What is the time period, i.e. summer, summer and academic year, academic year only?  Is the work’s scope commensurate with the time period of the project?

3. Project Design.  This should include a specific description of the project design and activities, including location, staff, schedules or itineraries, and desired outcomes.

x□  RSC Budget Proposal Form 
x□  If successful, my proposal can be used as an example to assist future faculty applications.  This decision will not in any way influence the evaluation of my application.  Check box to give permission.

NAME Deane Curtin

Stipend Costs:

Full Professor: $500?







$500

Project Costs:

Flight to San Francisco: 






$450

Travel by car or flight to Los Angeles: 





$300

Lodging for two weeks: 
(14 days X $75)





$1050

Research materials (books; copies of the Jeffers Journal; photocopying)

$700
SUBTOTAL:








$2500

TOTAL REQUESTED:






$3000

Application for a Research, Scholarship and Creativity Grant

Deane Curtin

Professor, Department of Philosophy

curtin@gustavus.edu
Previous RSC Grants and Results:

1. 1989-90 grant: resulted in a book, Cooking, Eating, Thinking (Indiana University Press, 1992)

2. 1990-91 grant: resulted in two published articles. “Dogen, Deep Ecology, and the Ecological Self,” Environmental Ethics, vol. 16, no. 2, (1994):195-213 and “Mothering: Moral Cultivation in Buddhist and Feminist Ethics,” (with John Powers) Philosophy East and West,  vol. 44, no 1, (1994): 1-18.

3. 1993-94 grant: research in India resulted in “Gandhian Legacies: Indigenous Resistance to Development in India and Mexico.” In Mahatma Gandhi: 125 Years, Manmohan Choudhuri and Ramjee Singh, editors, 24-34. Varanasi, India: Gandhian Institute of Studies, 1995. (To commemorate the 125th anniversary of Gandhi’s birth.)

4. January Term, 1996: research on indigenous vs. development issues in Israel. Resulted in ““Liberal Imperialism” or Local Knowledge? Questions for the Population/Environment Debate,” Also Chapter Two of my book Chinnagounder’s Challenge (Indiana University Press, 1999).

5. 1998, summer: completed article “Ecological Citizenship” published in A Handbook of Citizenship Studies, Sage Press, London.

6. 2002, research at the University of Arizona Center for Creative Photography on the use of photography in establishing a distinctively American sense of nature. Results published in my book Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World.
7. 
2005, Published three review articles for the standard reference works on the environment and politics in the Third World: “Nonviolence,” The Spirit of Sustainability (Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability, Volume One; “Postcolonial Environmental Ethics,” Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy;  “India and South Asia,” Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy.
Project: The Philosophical and Poetic Naturalism of Robinson Jeffers

Purpose.
Robinson Jeffers (1887 – 1962) was a major American poet and advocate for what philosophers now term “Naturalism”. Naturalism might be defined as the view that everything, including ethics and spirituality, can be understood at the level of the natural world without recourse to claims about the supernatural.

Jeffers lived on the coast of California at Big Sur. He famously argued that we should love nature as a whole, seeing human beings as parts of nature, not non-natural visitors to the planet. A line from one of his most famous poems, The Answer became an anthem for the American environmental movement, particularly as it was associated with the Sierra Club during the 60’s and 70’s: “Organic wholeness, the wholeness of life and things, the divine beauty of the universe. Love that, not man Apart from that…”
In recent years there have been many interpretations of Jeffers’ literary influences. As I have been rereading him recently, however, what appear to be his philosophical influences have stood out. I see in Jeffers strong elements of ancient Stoicism and Skepticism. Stoicism in the sense that he often argued we should wisely accept who and where we are, and not engage in wishful delusions. The Skeptical element appears seems strong. He encouraged the direct experience of nature without abstract metaphysical speculation. 

Jeffers was classically educated. Many of his poems, especially the longer works, have explicit classical themes. I have to believe that Jeffers was aware of and influenced by the Stoics and Skeptics, but this is what I need to investigate.

If I can understand the pull of Stoicism and Skepticism in this major poet I will be in a better position to understand the origins of American environmentalism, as well as understanding a major voice in the development of Naturalism in the United States. 

I have long been interested in Jeffers’ work. My interest was refueled, however, during my sabbatical in India as I was working on a defense of Naturalism in ethics. I found myself citing Jeffers and connecting his views to the Skeptics and Stoics. In turn as part of my book project, I investigated what I regard as Skeptic and Stoic elements in Buddhist philosophy. 

As I approach the end of my sabbatical, I now find that I would like to investigate the philosophical naturalism of Jeffers further. In particular, I would like to investigate the question of Stoic and Skeptic sources in his work, as well as their connection to his Naturalism. This research will become part of the final draft of my book. 

A solid draft of the book will be finished at the end of this March. Since I wrote the book in India some resource materials were not available, and directions developed that I had not foreseen. I was surprised that the Stoic and Skeptic elements in the book turned out to be stronger than I had imagined a year ago. A Research, Scholarship and Creativity grant will allow me to finish the book and make several sections richer. 
I spent my sabbatical year working at the Library of Tibetan Works and Archives in Dharamsala, India. The work was supported by a Fulbright-Nehru Fellowship and a sabbatical from Gustavus. I worked with the director of the Library, Geshe Lhakdor, to translate Western philosophy into Tibetan. I also worked on a book on ethics from a naturalistic viewpoint. 
These two projects have turned out to coincide. Tibetan philosophers believe that there are Stoic and Skeptic elements in their version of Buddhist philosophy. We translated some of this material, and I gave lectures on these philosophical traditions at the Tibetan Library. In turn, the Tibetan interest in these Western traditions caused me to think more seriously about them as I was writing my book. I came to think that these major schools of Western philosophy, although now widely neglected, are key to understanding connections between Western philosophy and Tibetan Buddhist philosophy. 

Briefly, Tibetan philosophy comes out of the Indian Buddhist philosophy of Nagarjuna who might be regarded as a Skeptic. That is, he warned against forming philosophical theories about issues that go beyond experience, such as whether the soul is mortal or immortal, whether the universe is finite or infinite, and so on. The result is that he encouraged focus on direct experience, which, he claimed, we find to be empty of enduring substance. That is, we never meet with anything that is, of its nature, unchanging. This skeptical turn profoundly affects the Tibetan Buddhist view of ethics. Compassion cannot be based on timeless Platonic essences, but on insight into the nature of pervasive change.

There is also what looks like a Stoic element in Tibetan Buddhist philosophy since it often depends on accepting life as it is. The great philosopher of compassion, Shantideva, famously counseled that if we have a major problem we should ask whether it can be solved. If it can be solve, he said, we shouldn’t worry. Rather, we should get about solving the problem. And, if it can’t be solved, there’s nothing to worry about either since nothing can be changed. Often, then, Buddhist ethics comes down to wisely accepting reality as it is. As a result, many of the classic texts, such as the Dhammapada, focus primarily on changing one’s mental dispositions, rather than on changing what cannot be changed.

Tibetan philosophy is also largely naturalistic. That is, it is not theistic, as are the three great Western religions. It does not distinguish between the natural and the supernatural. Buddhist philosophy is thoroughly causal because of its emphasis on karma. The Buddhist idea of compassion also has what might be called a naturalistic orientation since the scope of compassion is for all sentient beings, not just human beings.

Without overemphasizing connections between Jeffers and Buddhist philosophy, I want to investigate what look like strong Skeptic and Stoic elements in Jeffers that at least facilitate an interesting conversation. Since Jeffers is an iconic figure for many in the American environmental movement, I will also be investigating these philosophical foundations in American environmentalism. Today, Stoicism and Skepticism are rarely cited as promising sources for an environmental ethic. In general, the philosophical background of Jeffers’ thinking has not been deeply explored. I think, therefore, that this project offers the possibility of making connections that will be novel in several fields of academic study.
Feasibility. 
I will complete this project during the summer of 2013. 
As indicated, the work follows up on the research I’ve been doing during my sabbatical in 2012 – 2013. I worked on the Greek and Roman Skeptics and Stoics as part of the Tibetan translation project for the book I’m writing. I am familiar with this material. 

I have also published extensively on ethics over the years and on environmental ethics in particular. 

As a strong personal interest, I have read Jeffers’ poetry and some of the background material on him for the past forty years. However, I have never published anything on him. I have published on literature previously, especially on texts like Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Burroughs’ Tarzan, and Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. The whole issue of language and metaphor is central to my book. I feel competent to publish on Jeffers, but it will mark a new direction for me.
In recent years there has been a considerable reawakening of academic interest in Jeffers. There is now an academic organization, The Robinson Jeffers Association. Several critical biographies have been published. His papers are available at three universities: Occidental College (where he was an undergraduate), The University of Texas (Austin), and Yale University. The main goal of the RSC grant is to quickly catch up on recent Jeffers’ scholarship and begin to investigate archival material.
Project Design. 
During July of 2013 I will visit the Jeffers Archives at Occidental College in Los Angeles and the Tor House, Jeffers’ home and location for the Robinson Jeffers Tor House Foundation in Carmel, California. 

I will also acquire and research critical material that has been published on Jeffers over the past decade, including several critical biographies and articles published in the journal of the Robinson Jeffers’ Association.

Toward the end of the summer I hope to be able to integrate this material more fully into my book manuscript. I hope to be satisfied with something like a final draft of the book by the end of the summer. This will allow me to further discussions I’ve had with publishers. I hope to have final acceptance of the book by my publisher by next fall.


STIPEND (Please check one box to indicate your distribution preference)


Note: The RSC grant will fund up to 1,500 towards Project Costs. If your project costs will exceed this amount, you may opt to apply a portion (or all) of your stipend to cover these additional costs. If this option is your preference, please select “Partial Amount”.





                    Full Amount ($700- assistant professor; $600-associate professor; $500-full professor)





                    


 		Partial Amount (apply a portion of the full amount to project costs)





Partial Amount: Please indicate the amount that you would like to apply towards project costs 


($ __________ ) and the remaining stipend after this deduction ($ __________ )








TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED 	 (Total Project Costs + Stipend)			$______________


(Note: The RSC grant will fund up to an amount equal to your Full Stipend + 1,500 for Project Costs)                                     	           





TOTAL PROJECT COSTS							            	$______________





PROJECT COSTS:	List each item individually with its cost.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.	


I. Equipment (e.g. transcription machine, camera, digital recorder—but not computer hardware)			


1.


2.


3.


II. Materials (e.g. books, printing, software, lab supplies)


1.


2.


3.


III. Personnel (e.g. typist, transcriptionist, student assistant)


1.


2.


3._____________________________________________________________


IV. Travel (cannot include conference travel, see � HYPERLINK "http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php" ��http://gustavus.edu/finance/travel.php� for allowable expenses)


1.


2.


3.





Project Costs Amount


 


I. Equipment


1.


2.


3.


II. Materials


1.


2.


3.


III. Personnel


1.


2.


3.


IV. Travel


1.


2.


3.





























BOX D. TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED (BOX A + BOX B) =           		        $______________
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