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y Barbara Fiste_r o

professor of classm

. Professor.of Liberal Studles or-:
|zed a l|bera| arts symposrum in March

e Gustavus scholars reflected on the”

ur life count.” The followihg are excerpts .
i their remarks which can be found in

hen 'a response to'this. question could have
een more directly and easily answered. it
/as a time when education in the West Wwas
jedded to a metas narratl\re that assumed -

jotion’ of educatlon was undergrrded by a.

'ell know §|bera| arts study isno* Ionger
_rsmary way of coming to know—;t is just -

Ost-modern milieu {which, ironically, was

& ner of what is valued and therefore

Joug Huff, Professor of Philosophy
he témptation here is to quickly identify
what makes a life not count and then do

peatedly, your actions and ideas do not ac-"
rd with reality, if your life is-based onfalse-
eods, then your life is obviously

aningiess, worthless, and doesn’t count
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teaning of the college’s new tagline, “Make -

."of emstence as expectlng somethlng from' u
" Perhaps we should think we owe somethlng :

the libéral arts count’P There'was stime "

carning’s place in.the larger socrety, and th|s- o

sne of many schools of learning. Andinour

he culmination, in some ways, of this very .-
e thinking), the market has become the = 7. 5

- -prature, but. because it teaches those sub- -
i fjects —and alsc subjects suchas & el
‘communication studies; nursing, and- health B
fitness—in ways that encourage students to
understand themselves as interpreters of, - -
' and transformers of, the world in WhICh they L
;frnd themselves

tever we can to av0|d doing that Now rn- :
cratest case, what makes & life not.count is,
_atlvely stralghtforward. If, as he argues re-. o

“for anythrng in any context orin any erwlron-', e
rnent where. truth stili rernalns a value

Although Socrates’ way of approachlng

':j-_ ] the. problem is: extremely valuable—lf were-
" “alize we don't knaw.what we thoughtwe =0+

‘krew, wé at least can begin to search for the i
| * with.no plan is as foolish as gsing in with n
“paddle. We just need to convey our underj:

truth, we can begin to purify our.souls of

* falsehoods. Still, there is another way. The art
of living well may also reéquire us to change -~
- our attitude toward life; Rather than thinking --
i thatlife is something ‘to be used up and"

: grabbed with: gusto as when we say "he

l|ved hls iife. to: the ful!est ar. : she got the
from l|fe anymore we should |nstead thlnk

to fife.

! Lisa Heldke,'Pro'fessor' of Philosophy

‘lieg'in the _fact't'hat, éven as it gives _the'~a'p L

. pearance of flai-footedly telling students
- whatto do; it flings therr into the deep end’

- of oné of the mostimportant and open-.
ended guestions they will likely encounter .. -:

“Liberal arts” isr't some property that a

di_sciplin'_e has; or.doesn’t hav_e, by nature. It is
. an approach to a subject matter; a way. of .:
' |nk|ng that Irberates lsubmit that Gustavus_'_' :

i a: llberal arts college not because |t has d
partments of class:cs and phrlosophy and i

: -Max Haliperm, Professor of - R
*- Mathematics and Computer Scrence
"When we tell a student; "Make your life
. eount,” thereis.a risk we will be misheard as.
‘suggesting that the student form a clear pic-

ture of a life that counts, reason out a chain

of steps that would lead to that life, and then -

~and :Countin'g"

jwork that way; we don't program.cusselves
& ||ke computers Life i |s fundamentally |mprc
5 |sat|ona| L :

;. determine what follows any more than the
. paddle does, Wheh we listen to stories of 3
: real lives, we: recogmze that Ixfe canbe who
.Iy unexpected brlnglng us not merely to un

B Deborah Goodwin; A'ssociaté' -
Professor of Religion

e ";At least one Golden Age—the one that gav
s ._;'us academ|c regalia and a-great dnnkmg
e Zsong (Vrvat academraf V.'vant ,orofessoresl)

- the hopes of networkang their ways into
e '.good jObS THe 5|tuation was 56 woeful tha
“the scholar Hugh of the Abbeéy of Saint:

: "~ Victor wrote a treatise prescribing an ideal
. ‘course of study in the liberal arts. In it, he .5_:
" castigated those scholars who triéd to mak
= their lives count by seeking profit, and not: %
; the transformat|on of the human person :

“are: nat: the cachet of & certa|n soaal class,
“northe’ adjuncts to a gentleman s wardrobe
7 The artes frberales are the arts of freedom-r

-'the sk|lls the d|scrpl|nes of a free person
: _From the seven-arts (grammar rhetoric,. . -
. logic, music, .geometry, astronomy, and ph_i" :
. losophy),'Hugh elaborated a whote systemy
.- human learning. Not for him the dichotom)l '

el _._stored to our whole humamty no sklll no
o pract|ce is excluded

Start'executing th'o_se_steps. But fife doesn’
So shOuId the student turn away from

planmng?_ _Not at-all; going into the_rap|ds ‘_

standing that the plan cannot be expected;

5'in fact: atime of ruthless competrtlo

urope sat at the faet of ParlSia maste 5 |‘

l_-iugh shows the Irberal arts for what, thei.

bétween head and hand:.if weare to bered |,

v '_ Barbara Fister, professor and head /rbrarran
at Gustavus has served as director of the
~Kendall Cénter for Engaged Learning, an en

dowed faculty development program, for th

- past year




