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The Kendall name is known to many in the Gustavus 
community. It is most often associated with the longtime 
professor and past president of the college, the Rev. Dr. 

John Kendall ’49, whose legacy lives on through the John S. 
Kendall center for Engaged Learning. But there is another Kendall 
who has left her mark on campus through years of service and a 
commitment to lifelong learning.

Joanne Kendall fondly remembers her upbringing in South 
Minneapolis as being rooted in the Lutheran faith. She credits her 
parents with sparking her desire to learn and also give back at 
every opportunity. She was proud to follow the family tradition of 
attending Augustana college in Rock Island, Ill., where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English and met her future husband, John, who 
was enrolled at the Augustana Seminary. 

Shortly after college graduation the two married and began 
their life together—first in Minnesota and then Michigan, where she 
taught a variety of age groups and John was an ordained minister. 

When John joined the Department of Psychology at Gustavus 
in 1957, Joanne followed. She left her teaching job to care for their 
growing family and began building connections in the St. Peter 

community through church and volunteer activities. She also 
developed a desire to facilitate lifelong learning opportunities for 
older adults.

Soon Joanne was working toward earning a master’s degree in 
adult education from the University of Minnesota. During this time, 
John was approached to “throw his hat in the ring” for the Gustavus 
presidency.

“I remember very clearly sitting down to discuss the best 
direction for our family,” recalls Joanne. “John knew how much 
furthering my education and my new career meant to me. He told 
me he would only put his name in if I continued to pursue my 
passion.”

According to Joanne, that put an end to further discussion. She 
rented an apartment in the Twin cities and continued to pursue her 
career, which grew through an internship with the Ebenezer Society 
into its director of community services. Later she became the 
director of development at Martin Luther Manor.

The work was challenging since learning programs in adult 
day care were quite new. Joanne, however, felt it was extremely 
rewarding. She also found herself becoming a role model for young 
women, illustrating that the wife of a college president and mother 
of three could also have a fulfilling career.

Now in retirement, Joanne is still very supportive of lifelong 
learning opportunities. That’s why she and her family established 
the Kendall Family Endowment in 2011, which funds presidential 
research grants through the John S. Kendall center for Engaged 
Learning.

“It’s a way to carry on John’s legacy, support our shared passion 
for lifelong learning, and also build on a family tradition of giving 
to organizations that are conducting work that’s important to our 
family,” says Joanne.

For more than 10 years, the Kendall family has celebrated 
christmas by giving to charities instead of buying each other 
presents. They inform each other of their donations through e-mail, 
which means wherever they are living, they can all share in the 
joy of giving. Joanne was especially pleased to discover that her 
Gustie granddaughter, Emily Kendall ’11, included the Kendall Family 
Endowment in her giving plan last christmas. 

“I hope this fund can continue to be a source of philanthropy for 
my family as well as others who wish to support lifelong learning 
opportunities at Gustavus,” says Kendall. “Passion is the key to most 
anything worth doing in life.”  n

Naomi Mortensen joined the institutional advancement staff in the 
fall of 2011 as donor relations associate.

The Kendall Family Endowment:  
 A legacy of passion
by Naomi Mortensen

Joanne Kendall with granddaughter Emily Kendall ’11
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A remembrance of John Kendall 
During his tenure, John Kendall took every opportunity 
to engage his students and fellow faculty members in 
hands-on learning activities. This included establishing the 
Gustavus Adolphus college Animal Behavior Research center 
(GAcABRc) on the Kendall family farm west of St. Peter. 
Kendall partnered with Gustavus biologist charles Hamrum 
to convert an old poultry shed on the property into an area of 
research and discovery for students. 

Dixie Hansen ’74 fondly remembers pedaling her bike out to 
the research center for four summers from 1971 through 1974. 
She spent her days among ducks, geese, chickens, and other 
animals conducting research for GAcABRc, which included 
studying imprinting. 

“Our advisers and co-conspirators, John and ‘Ham,’ each 
in their unique way, shared a wholehearted curiosity and 
enthusiasm about the world around them that inspired both 
their students and the research,” says Hansen.  “I filled the 
pages of my journals with ideas and observations and my mind 
with questions and possibilities. The doors of discovery were 
kicked wide open. Those years at GAcABRc were golden, and I 
am ever grateful for them.”

Dixie Hansen ’74 spent four summers working with John Kendall 
at the GACABRC. The experience provided her with lasting 
memories and a desire for lifelong learning.

The Office of Institutional Advancement announced in 
September that Jackie Neeck Peterson ’77 has taken on new 
responsibilities as assistant vice president for institutional 

advancement and director of development. 
In her new role she will provide key 
assistance to Vice President Thomas Young 
’88 in fundraising and resource development 
to meet the needs of the college.

Peterson grew up in Bloomington, 
Minn., and spent many summers at Lake 
Washington between St. Peter and Mankato. 
For a few years her neighbors were former 
Gustavus president Frank Barth and his wife, 
Marge, who influenced her decision to attend 
Gustavus. After graduation she went on to 
achieve certification as a music therapist 
and then spent a majority of her career in the Marketing Services 
Department at Pillsbury company. Peterson joined the Gustavus 
advancement staff as a gift planner in 2009, bringing with her more 
than 25 years of experience in public relations. She also serves as 
the liaison for Friends of Music.

Peterson and her husband, Wayne ’77, live in Plymouth, Minn. They 
are the parents of two adult children, Benjamin and Kaitlyn ’11.  n

1977 grad named 
assistant VP for 
advancement 
and director of 
development

ABOUT THAT ENVELOPE
Enclosed in this Quarterly is a Gustavus Annual Fund 
envelope. Your participation in the Gustavus Annual Fund 
provides scholarship dollars to many of our students. It 
is with these dollars that students are able to complete 
research, study abroad, grow in their faith, and ultimately 
obtain a Gustavus education. With your help, we can 
continue to give the gift of a Gustavus education to many 
qualified students. Please consider making your most 
generous gift today.


