Faculty Development Program’s summer workshop focuses on teaching ethics

by Barbara Fister

hat do Gustavus faculty do

during the summer? Many of

them go back to school—joining
with colleagues across the curricu-
lum in intensive teaching and
learning workshops provided by the
Faculty Development Program with
funding from the Bush Foundation.

The 2005 Summer Workshop for
faculty focused on teaching
ethics, social responsibility, and
values. Facilitator Barbara
Patterson of Emory University
opened the three-day program by
telling faculty, “You are already
great teachers.” But during inten-
sive days of brainstorming, discus-
sion, and activities, faculty refined
a particular course while sharing
their expertise with one another.
Following the workshop, faculty
continued to meet to share
progress and insights.

Attendees brought different is-
sues to the workshop. Florence
Amamoto (English) wanted to ex-
plore how best to help students in
her First Term Seminar connect texts
about Native American and African
American lives to their personal
experience of diversity in
Minnesota. David Rudek (psychol-
ogy) wanted to help his students
understand an issue that re-
searchers in his field must wrestle
with continually: what are the
most ethical ways to conduct re-
search with human subjects?
Unlike content that can be cov-
ered in a lecture or two, an ethical
approach to research requires de-
veloping an instinct for research
methods that adhere to rigorous
ethical standards.

Aaron Banks (health and exer-
cise science) was particularly in-
terested in finding ways to include
a sensitivity to social inequality in
his classes as he works with future
teachers who will need to be pre-
pared for diverse needs in increas-
ingly diverse classrooms.

His departmental colleague,
Jeanne Herman, is a veteran of
several summer workshops. After a
2002 workshop on critical think-
ing, she revised her senior seminar
course. It now begins by introduc-
ing models of critical thinking, fol-
lowed by a semester-long critical
analysis paper in which each stu-
dent tackles a controversy in health
education. “Students find the proj-
ect difficult but intellectually chal-
lenging, and in the senior exit in-
terviews we conduct each spring,
they comment specifically about
the project and the senior seminar
as an absolutely critical course.”

Denis Crnkovi¢, professor of
Russian studies,
worked on a
Curriculum II
course on the
Literary
Experience dur-
ing the same
summer work-
shop. “Critical

the students that methods and
modes of thinking critically cross
over disciplines and ‘even’ find
their way into how they think
about the world in general.” He
has found that students do apply
critical thinking skills to contexts
after graduation. “Just last week I
was talking to a former Curriculum
1I student who mentioned, out of
the clear, that in her current nurs-
ing studies she is constantly aware
of two things: that learning lots of
facts and figures is necessary for
being a good nurse and that think-
ing critically about the situations
that healthcare providers always
find themselves in is absolutely
essential for being a good nurse.”
A 2001 workshop on active
learning gave Jeanne Herman sev-
eral practical tools for engaging
students with ideas—using “get
acquainted” activities to build a
sense of trust and community, in-
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Students and faculty
collaborate on research

otir Presidential Faculty/Stiident Collabaration Grants enabled re-
search teams to delve into a variety of projects over the summer,

Omn the bl

thinking and lit-
erature became a
way for me as
professor to en-
courage the stu-
dents to think
rigorously about
what they read.”
He always places
literature in a
broader context,
“trying to show

Laura Behling (English) and Patrick Jones (senior this fall from
Los Angeles, Calif.) worked on a project titled Race, Anatomy, and
the Metaphor of Habeas Corpus in American Literdture.

Margaret Bloch Qazi (biology) and Tanner Miest (junior, Willmar,
Minn.) conducted research on Female Determinants of Sperm Fate
in the Fruit Fly, Drosophila melanogaster.

Jill Locke (political science) and Kristen Nelson (senior, Edina,
Minn.) explored the topic of Brides and Brothers: Marriage arid
Fraternity in Tocqueville's France and America.

Steve Mellema (physics) and Sharon Jaffe '05 worked on a Study
of Opticol Imaging by Reflection through Random Media. €
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Great teachers
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troducing free-writing exercises to
stimulate ideas, and making use of
poetry, quotations, and excerpts
from books as discussion starters.
“Students comment very positively
on these at the end of the semes-
ter,” she reports. But her students
aren’t the only beneficiaries. In the
years since this workshop she has
shared materials and insights with
other teachers. “One very positive
outcome of the active learning
workshop (and other workshops as
well) is the sharing of ideas with
colleagues” both within her de-
partment and across campus.

Since 2001, faculty from nearly
every department have participat-
ed in summer workshops funded
by the Bush Foundation. Summer
workshops are one way that
Gustavus faculty model the pas-
sion for lifelong learning they
hope to pass along to their stu-
dents. However accomplished they
are as teachers, they know they
can always learn more, both from
knowledgeable facilitators and
from one another.

Jeanne Herman encourages
new faculty in her department to
apply for summer workshops.
“What better way to foster new
ideas, raise critical questions, and
challenge students intellectually?
Every workshop I attended over
the 27 years I have been at
Gustavus has directly and positive-
ly affected my role as teacher and
mentor.” [&

Barbara Fister has been an academ-
ic librarian at Gustavus since 1987
and is a coordinator of the Faculty
Development Program.



