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FIRST TERM SEMINARS

8:00 A.M.

OTHER LIVES, OTHER PERSPECTIVES

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of Native American and African-American lives.  At the turn of the 20th century, W.E.B. DuBois, the famous African-American civil rights leader, wrote that “the problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line.”  If anything, this problem promises to be more acute in the 21st century as our country becomes increasingly more diverse; it is indispensable to know something about other cultures.  In this seminar we will begin to cross the color line by reading a novel and an autobiography by Native Americans (Waterlily and Black Elk Speaks) and African-Americans (The Bluest Eye and The Autobiography of Malcolm X).  We will go to a pow-wow and watch some videos.  We will be exploring such questions as: What was it like to grow up Native American or African-American?  What are these cultures’ values?  How do they relate to the group’s history?  How do they compare to mainstream American values?  To my values?  How is the past related to the present?  By the end of the course, you should know more not only about Native American and African-American lives and values but also about your own values and how people’s values are formed. 

13637
FTS-100-001
MTWF
8:00-8:50 AM
FLORENCE AMAMOTO

STORIES FROM THE SOURCE

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of literature and other works of art based on stories from the Bible. We'll start by looking at the Biblical texts themselves and then we'll look at how writers or painters or musicians have retold the stories. We'll think about what motivates someone to retell a biblical story; we'll discuss how the changes a retold story makes to the original affect the story's emphasis or even its main point; and we'll consider the ways in which a story's impact depends on the circumstances of the one who hears it. We'll focus on a few specific stories—probably the Lost Son, Job, the Binding of Isaac, and Jephtha's Daughter—but students will have opportunities to look at others as well. And beyond the consideration of specific stories, we'll ask how faith and art are related and share the meanings we find for ourselves in the stories.

13635
FTS-100-081
MWRF
8:00-8:50 AM
ERIC ELIASON

IN THE FACE OF EVIL:  THE LIFE & DEATH OF DIETRICH BONHOEFFER IN HITLER’S GERMANY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation into the dramatic life and untimely death of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor hanged by the Nazis at age 39, only a few days before the Allies liberated the concentration camp where he was imprisoned. Why did this gifted, gentle, and brilliant young man, born into a close-knit, privileged Berlin family 100 years ago, set aside his pacifist convictions and join a complicated, risky—and ultimately unsuccessful—plot to kill Hitler? What did he do during his short life that has so captured our imaginations that, more than six decades after his death, we still count him one of the most fascinating people and influential theologians of the 20th century? What can we learn from his courageous action in the face of evil that might still be relevant today?  We will explore these and other questions about Bonhoeffer, his life, his times, and his death, using films, drama, guest speakers, and written materials by and about him.

13658
FTS-100-293
MTWF
8:00-8:50 AM
MARY SOLBERG

8:30 A.M.

ARE WE CONSUMERS OR CITIZENS?

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of our culture of consumption. Being a consumer seems more important now than being a citizen. What should we consume? How much should we consume? Are we still citizens too? What does citizenship actually mean now?  Is it only about where we happen to be born?  Does it mean more that choosing occasionally to vote?  Does our only power lie in what we do or do not buy?  As we encounter perspectives from around the globe and participate in related community service projects, we will learn to analyze differing points of view on what it means to be a consumer and a citizen. Students will also develop their own analysis of our culture of consumption. Topics for discussion will include globalization, fair trade, poverty, and the environment.

13632 
FTS-100-053
TR
8:30-9:50 AM

THIA COOPER
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HEROES AND SHEROES: UNDERSTANDING SELF AND OTHERS

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the psychological consequences of the mythic s/hero journey and examines its applicability as a model for personal growth and development.  In the conduct of the course, images of gods, goddesses, and the work they do, serve as psychological metaphors for the student to better understand self, to explore relationships with roommates, family members, and significant others, to chart major and career courses, and to explore both curricular and extracurricular opportunities at Gustavus. 

13657
FTS-100-291
TR
8:30-9:50 AM

BARBARA SIMPSON

9:00 A.M.

ILLNESS IN AMERICA

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of illness in America.  In America, illness has been and continues to be constructed through the lens of its contemporary cultural currents: in Puritan texts illness is viewed as punishment while the nineteenth century invoked the reality and metaphor of contagion.  In the twentieth century, illness is considered to be an affliction of an individual, and then later, an indictment of society and a consequence of lifestyle.  Literary narratives will be our primary focus for examining illness, and will range from early American texts to Edgar Allan Poe short stories to Angels in America; essays such as Susan Sontag’s Illness as Metaphor, medical articles, religious and historical treatises, news reports, and popular media case studies will complement the literature.

13628
FTS-100-004
MWF
9:00-9:50 AM
LAURA BEHLING

(Also meets 8:00-8:50 AM Wed.)

Science and Religion
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the tension between science and religion.  Science and religion are often portrayed as antagonistic toward each other.  The class will begin by looking at what religion and science are and what roles they play in human experience.  We will examine some of the ways in which science and religion establish knowledge, paying particular attention to what is knowable in either.   Although the evolution vs creation debate will not be the focus of the class, the conflict between these ideas will be examined from the perspectives of both science and religion.  Throughout the course, we will look for ways in which science and religion have influenced each other.



14434
FTS-100-034
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
SCOTT BUR

ANIMALS AND SOCIETY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of animals in society. We will discuss, write about, and explore various topics including: animals as pets, animals as therapy agents, animals in sport, dogs and the police force, animals as entertainers, and careers involving animals. We will also explore the ethics surrounding issues such as animals as research subjects, animals and disease, animals in the circus and zoo, and animal rights groups such as PETA and the ALF.

13633
FTS-100-055
MWF
9:00-9:50 AM
PATRICIA COSTELLO
MORAL ENCHANTMENT: “CHILDREN'S” LITERATURE AND THE CREATION OF THE SELF

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of children's literature.  Many adults confess to a great love for and frequent re-reading of "children's" books.  Why and how do these works continue to enchant? What is their effect upon their loyal readers? Exploration of these issues will allow us to study and to write in a variety of composition modes and styles.  We will read several texts, including works by Madeleine L`Engle, Susan Cooper, and C.S. Lewis.

14311
FTS-100-076
MWF
9:00-9:50 AM
DEBORAH DOWNS-MIERS

THE TROJAN WAR

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the world’s oldest poems, Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.  Homer deals with the motivations and agonies of soldiers, the journeys of heroes, the meaning of love, the pain of return, and the complex skills of women.  Students will read and discuss these poems and their archaeological evidence, then trace some of the innumerable influences of the Trojan War in history, literature, art, international movements, films, and even contemporary psychology.

14285
FTS-100-106
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
WILLIAM FREIERT
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WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES: CONTEMPORARY AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of women’s health issues.  This seminar examines the role of social institutions such as the family, public education, the media, and the health care system in determining both access to and utilization of health information by women.  Economic, ethical, and moral perspectives which affect women's choices will be discussed.  Abortion, body image disorders, sexual harassment, dependency, assertiveness, and reproductive technology represent only a few of the topics included in the course. Research projects explore contemporary and historical perspectives which affect women's physical, emotional, mental, social and spiritual health.  This course is designed for first term students who are women.  
14422

FTS-100-141

MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM

JEANNE HERMAN

Forecasting via mathematical models
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the forecasting of future events via mathematical and computer models.  In this seminar we shall consider what will happen in various situations if current trends continue.  Students will learn mathematical models that are useful for financial and economic forecasting, population projections, ecological predictions, and life contingencies.  We shall read stories that attempt to envision the future.  We shall also take a look at more complex systems, such as the weather, climate, the Earth's resources, and political dynamics.
14348
FTS-100-146
MTRF
9:00-9:50 AM
JOHN HOLTE

THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN’:  POPULAR SONGS THAT CHRONICLE THE 20TH CENTURY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of popular songs that chronicle the twentieth century.  The story behind the creation of several songs from each decade from the 1900s through the 1990s and how these songs reflect political, economic, and social events of their times will be considered.  In addition to researching the music and its historical contexts, students will analyze a popular song and write an original popular song.  The ability to read music is not required for this course.

13646
FTS-100-173
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
MICHAEL JORGENSEN

THE POLITICS OF HOMELESSNESS

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of homelessness. Why does homelessness exist in the United States? Where in the US does it exist? Who does it affect? What is being done to end homelessness? As part of this course, students will participate in a three-day, three night November sleepout in recognition of National Hunger and Homelessness Week.

13650
FTS-100-199
MWRF
9:00-9:50 AM
RICHARD LEITCH

Cultures of Peace—What Futures Shall We Choose?

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the ways we choose to live and the futures that we are making for ourselves and for our world. The assumption is that, although the world seems beset with violence and often headed in a negative, dystopian direction, the great majority of people have a strong desire to live in peace and harmony, even to strive for utopia. In order to explore these issues and to develop their own ideas and blueprints for the future, students will work with cultural analysis, film, fiction and poetry. The class will first frame the issues by a study of writings by Sigmund Freud, Aldous Huxley, and Neil Postman and then consider some hopeful ways forward, as proposed in Elise Boulding’s study Cultures of Peace (2000).
13653
FTS-100-216
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
GREGORY MASON

Renewable Energy 

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the renewable energy.  The United States, and the rest of the world, meets most of its energy needs through fossil fuels (oil, coal, natural gas).  Even at a time when these supplies are dwindling, and it seems that global warming is indeed caused by human activity, interest in renewable sources of energy is only now getting started in earnest.  In this course, we will do a quantitative study of energy resources and policies, especially relating to renewables.  This will include careful analysis of the conflicting "facts" stated by different interest groups.  We will explore the limitations of sources of renewable energy and related energy storage system in a number of laboratory experiments and simulations.  We will use the results of these explorations and other studies to determine the feasibility of utilizing renewable energy in various situations, both on a large and small scale.  In the end,  students will recommend plans for our energy future. 

14366
FTS-100-248
MTWRF
9:00-9:50 AM
CHARLES NIEDERRITER

PAGE 50

Railroads and the American Adventure

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the adventure of the nation’s first technological revolution, the railroads, which were both praised as the bringers of civilization and cursed as its destroyers.  Their role in technology, war, economics, finance, labor, gender, race, and religion from the 1820s to the present will form the topic for our study, research, and debate. 

14387
FTS-100-261
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
GARRETT PAUL

LATIN AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the relationship between Latin America and the United States.  The course will examine two aspects of this relationship, focusing mainly on the 20th century.  First, we will explore the emergence of Latino communities in the US, looking particularly at the growth of the Mexican-American community in Los Angeles.  Second, we will explore relations between the US and Latin American countries, focusing particularly on the conflict between the US and Cuba.  Work for the course will include regular discussions of current events, a research paper on some aspect of the Latin American-US relationship, and several shorter writing assignments.

14340
FTS-100-268
MWF
9:00-9:50 AM
SUJAY RAO

TELL ME A STORY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the role of story and storytellling in our lives.  Storytelling - both oral tradition and written word - helps us translate our experiences into words.  The stories we create, the stories we remember, and the stories we tell over and over again position us in our own lineage and define our sense of self.  In this course we will spend time reading and writing, speaking and listening, and ultimately exploring the power of stories to make sense out of what happens in our day-to-day lives. 
14439
FTS-100-279
MTWF
9:00-9:50AM 
MICHELE RUSINKO

SCANDINAVIA AND THE NEW EUROPE

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the history, literature, art, and philosophies of the Scandinavian peoples.  Are there really five different Scandinavian countries?  What have they contributed to European culture?  What are their roles in the New Europe?  Is there a reason why Scandinavians often make names for themselves as peacekeepers and mediators in world conflicts? Students will examine major developments and issues in Scandinavian culture from the Middle Ages to the present day and read works of fiction that reflect life and thought in contemporary Scandinavia.  We will meet Viking kings and Icelandic explorers; we will acquaint ourselves with Gustavus II Adolphus, Carl von Linné (Linnaeus) and Alfred Nobel; we will examine emigration and immigration, the evolution of the Scandinavian welfare state, and Scandinavia and the European Union; and we will also look behind the success of Nordic musical culture in recent years, represented by, among others, ABBA, Sahara Hotnights, Komeda, and The Hives.

13661
FTS-100-306
MTWF
9:00-9:50 AM
ROLAND THORSTENSSON

10:30 A.M.

GROWING UP IN AMERICAN LITERATURE

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the experience of “growing up” in America.  We will read, discuss, and write frequently about works of fiction that focus on this topic.  Beginning with an early twentieth-century classic by Edith Wharton and including a contemporary classic by Toni Morrison, we will consider such issues as what it means to grow up in America, whether it means the same things for young men and young women or for people of color, and how our understanding of what it means has changed as conditions have changed.  To explore answers to these questions we will read half a dozen works by twentieth-century American writers.

14312
FTS-100-021
TR
10:30-11:50 AM
CLAUDE BREW
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Evidence
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the role of evidence in drawing conclusions and making judgments in our lives.   Some questions we will explore include:  What is evidence?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of different types of evidence?  How is evidence used to confirm scientific hypotheses and theories?  What are the similarities and differences between legal evidence and scientific evidence?  As we explore the philosophy and theory of evidence, we will examine several case studies relating to the standards of evidence in disciplines such as psychology, medicine, biology, and physics, as well as the standards of legal and forensic evidence.

14347
FTS-100-066
TR
10:30-11:50 AM
CAROLYN DOBLER

EXCEPTIONAL HUMAN EXPERIENCE

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of exceptional human experiences.  These are experiences that we consider anomalous, unusual, or extraordinary.  They include, for instance, hypnotic hallucinations, strange forms of dreaming, dramatic “near–death” experiences, visions and various kinds of mystic ecstasy, and the “peak performance” experiences of musicians or athletes, such as Mt. Everest climbers and Tibetan mountain runners.  Do these things really happen to people?  How?  Why?  What are they?  What role do they play in their lives?  In the course, we will examine these and other questions, investigate the individual and cultural meanings of the experiences, and reflect on their implications for our understanding of the depth and breadth of human nature.

13639
FTS-100-123
MTWF
10:30-11:20 AM
PATRIC GIESLER

The Power of Music

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the power of music.  Its major purpose will be to explore the many and diverse ways in which music affects us in our societies and cultures.  We will examine Western and non-Western musical examples ranging from plainsong and classical music to music of the gamelan and toning.  We also will read relevant works by philosophers, literary figures, mystics, composers, and others.  How does music affect your moods?  Why do malls, medical offices, and businesses offer customers and patients music by which to shop, relax, and wait?  Why were you inspired to make a life-changing decision after hearing a concert?  These questions and others will be answered by readings, in class experiential activities, attending musical events, and group discussions.

14407
FTS-100-178
MTWF
10:30-11:20 AM

PATRICIA KAZAROW

HUMOR AND HUMANITY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the role of humor and comedy in human lives.  We will examine humor from many perspectives, analyzing the values and assumptions of humorous texts, the physiological effects of humor, the psychology of humor and laughter, the cultural differences and offensiveness humor can elicit, and the political, cultural, and social implications and importance of humor.  We will read widely, including ancient Greek comedy such as Aristophanes’ The Birds, modern news satire of The Onion and The Daily Show, political cartoons, comic essays and stories, Shakespearian comedy, advertising and marketing pitches, and many other sources.  We will also examine scholarly articles on textual use of humor, newspaper articles about controversy arising from humor texts (such as the current Islamic uprising over the Danish newspaper cartoons depicting the prophet Mohammed), scientific studies of the psychological processes that allow us to understand something as “funny,” and the physiological effect of laughter upon the human body.

13651
FTS-100-200
TR
10:30AM–12:20PM
BAKER LAWLEY

THE CONCEPT OF INFINITY

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of infinity.  What is it?  Is it larger than we think?  Or is it smaller?  This course will examine the idea of what infinity is, if anything, what it means, and how it is and has been used in a number of different disciplines ranging from the natural and social sciences to philosophy and mathematics.  General concepts, issues and topics covered will include: classical paradoxes involving infinity; how infinity arises in our understanding of time, space and the world around us; the role of infinity in modeling the universe as we perceive it; how the concept of infinity effects ideas in biology, psychology, art and literature; how it is used and intended in everyday language; and its explicit use in the areas of counting and determining size.

14349
FTS-100-244
MWF
10:30-11:20AM
TERRY MORRISON
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO…?: THE LITERATURE OF TRAVEL

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of travel literature.  In the words of the poet T. S. Eliot, “The end of all our exploring/Will be to arrive where we started/And to know the place for the first time.”  What is your starting place?  Where do you long to go?  What will you see along the way, and what will you learn about yourself?  These are some of the questions we will consider as we read what other travelers—such as Mark Twain, Edith Wharton, and Jack Kerouac—have to tell us in fiction, poems, and real-life travel accounts.

13659
FTS-100-301
MWF
10:30-11:20AM
JOYCE SUTPHEN

FRAMING THE FAMILY: REALITY TELEVISION AND THE (RE)CONSTRUCTION OF HOMELIFE

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the ways in which reality television programs frame domestic discourse.  Specifically, the course will examine the framing and regulatory functions of mass mediated texts as they pertain to issues such as gender, family, sexual orientation, loyalty, decency, deviance, parenting, friendship, privacy, love, and marriage.

14415
FTS-100-316
MW
10:30AM-12:20PM
PHILLIP VOIGHT

11:30 A.M.

Leisure Quest: Taking Back Your Time

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation into the concept of leisure time from historical, socio-cultural, and personal perspectives.   For one semester we will examine the most precious commodity in America: time.  Specifically, we will explore the role and meaning of leisure time in the United States, on both the individual and societal level, through writings, readings, films, lectures, class discussion and personal experience.   Additionally, we will examine how access to leisure experiences develops identity and promotes greater life satisfaction.  More importantly, however, we will consider how lack of access to leisure experiences affects the human experience.  

13629
FTS-100-005
MTWF
11:30AM-12:20PM
AARON BANKS

RACE AND THE AMERICAN VISION

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of race in America.  This seminar explores the impact of race on the fundamental American vision of freedom and equality for all.  Against the backdrop of the American ethos, how has race shaped and formed the experience of Black Americans, in particular, in their quest to achieve inclusion into the American vision of freedom and equality? We will examine how Black Americans have thought about the problem of race and the American vision as well as read of their experiences when confronted with the paradoxes that arise from the contradiction of living in a society that is reluctant to include them into this vision and the basic struggle to get that society to live up to its own principles and beliefs.  We will read Frederick Douglass' Narrative, The Autobiography of Malcolm X, The Souls of Black Folks by W. E. B. DuBois, and A Testament of Hope by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

13630
FTS-100-026
MWF
11:30AM-12:20PM
PHILIP BRYANT

CULTURAL IDENTITY:  BLENDING TWO HERITAGES

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of recent and not so recent immigrants to America, as well as Americans who have lived abroad, face conflicts in balancing the cultural heritages that shape their identity.  Individuals who try to integrate two cultures, to “walk in two worlds,” encounter differences in important values:  the role of the family, the degree of individual independence, language, gender roles, religious beliefs, and traditions.  We will read primarily fictional accounts of such experiences to recognize and appreciate these differences.  In  addition, students will examine their own upbringing and the sources of the values they have assumed or taken for granted.

14424
FTS-100-101
MWRF
11:30AM-12:20PM
PAT FREIERT
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12:30 P.M.

WHAT!!  ME WORK?

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the rapidly changing definitions of work in our world.  Not too long ago a forty-hour work week, two weeks of vacation per year, annual performance appraisals, and thirty or forty year careers with the same employer were considered the norm and the ideal.  The 1990s saw these and other elements of work change due to a changing demographic profile of the American work force, and from America’s willingness to look around the world (for example, Scandinavia and Japan) for other ways to both obtain and retain an effective work force.  In addition to drawing from the literature found in economics, international management, and sociology, students will have the opportunity to interview individuals in the United States and abroad (via the internet) asking these workers to discuss how their jobs have changed and asking for speculation as to what work might look like there in the future.  

13645
FTS-100-161
MTRF
12:30-1:20 PM
BRUCE JOHNSON

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: NOT IN MY BACKYARD

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of environmental justice.  This course explores the disproportional relationship between environmental abuse and disadvantaged communities.  What is environmental justice?  Why and through what political, social and economic process are some people denied basic rights to a clean and safe environment?  How and why are some communities contaminated with environmental hazards generated by or for other communities?  Why are some communities denied basic resource rights, including self-determination of land resources?  We will trace the rise of the environmental justice movement in the US and worldwide through case studies of local global issues as diverse as Love Canal and Three River Gorges Dam in China.  This class will motivate you to expand your view of the relationship between race, gender, class and the environment, and to understand how communities become victims of environmental injustices.

14427
FTS-100-172
MWF
12:30-1:20 PM

CINDY JOHNSON-GROH

(Also occasionally meets 6:30-8:30 PM on Wed.)

VIRUSES:  INVISIBLE INVADERS
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of viruses.  Viruses have again grabbed our attention.  Twenty years ago, we thought that these invisible invaders were under our control.  Smallpox was vanquished.  Polio and measles were all but eradicated.  But now headlines warn of chicken-killing influenza strains and of exotic viruses arising from the hot zones in tropical forests.  AIDS continues to dominate political conversations.  This course will explore the biology of viruses as they invade the human body and the changes in society that are contributing to emerging virus diseases.  To learn how scientists look for answers to biological problems, students will design and carry our laboratory investigations that use bacterial and plant viruses.  The course will also help students develop strategies to enhance their learning skills in science courses.  
13649
FTS-100-196
MWRF
12:30-1:20 PM
JOHN LAMMERT

History of Humor in America
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and discussion of values. and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the progression of humor in America during the 20th century. The course begins with humor in the late 1800's, moves through the Vaudevillian age, early television humor, revolutionary and escape humor of the 1960's, racial and ethnic humor of the 1980's and 1990's, and finally a look at situation and serial comedy of today. The course will investigate the question: Does societal circumstance influence the humor of the day, or does change in humor influence the outlook of the times? Students will explore and interpret the rationale and sociological impact of a variety of humoristic styles through individual writings and anthologies, as well as video and audio recording.
14419
FTS-100-198
MWF
12:30-1:20 PM
KARL LARSON
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2:30 P.M.

BUGS, SEX, AND ROCK-N-ROLL

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the biological success of  bugs. As biologist Thomas Eisner says, “Bugs are not going to inherit the earth.  They own it now.  So we might as well make peace with the landlord.”  We will investigate these incredible animals beginning with an exploration of the insects within the local community.  We will also study several of the ways insects affect human health.  Finally, we will critically examine insect influences on culture through their portrayal in film, literature, and music.  This exploration will include readings from authors ranging from Aristotle to Charles Darwin to Gary Larson, a variety of writing exercises, and discussions. 

14275
FTS-100-009
MTWF
2:30-3:20 PM
MARGARET BLOCH QAZI

Society and Politics in a Fast Food Culture 

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the ways fast food restaurants have affected American culture.  Though fast food restaurants surround us, few people take the time to examine the ways in which their development over the past fifty years has dramatically shaped our society.  In this course, we will focus on questions rarely asked in relation to fast food.  Why are fast food restaurants so pervasive?  How has the regular consumption of fast food affect American mental and physical health?  How has the fast food industry affected the production of food and other consumer goods?  How have fast food restaurants shaped the American labor market and business strategies?  What impact does fast food have on families and other social networks?  What impact does the worldwide spread of fast food culture have on our relationships with other countries?  

14372
FTS-100-295
MWF
2:30-3:50 PM
KATHERINE STENGER

3:30 P.M.

CULTURAL EVOLUTION COMING FULL CIRCLE
This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of the 19th century Western culture concept of cultural evolution one century later.  Cultural evolution is the concept that cultures can be rated as superior or inferior on a simple linear scale. Where is it conceptually still in force?  What has changed in the last century to challenge or confirm it?  How do those in societies labeled by this theory as "primitive" view Westerners?  In what ways are the most "evolved" cultures beginning to resemble their "primitive" counterparts?  What are the implications of our model of human evolution for our understanding of ourselves as human beings?  
14335
FTS-100-197
MWF
3:30-4:20PM 
KAREN LARSON

Pop Music U.S.A.

This seminar introduces students to critical  thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of American popular music from 1880 until 1980.  Students will explore the interrelationship of  music and society through various projects, presentations and class  discussion.  We will seek to understand the relationship between popular culture, popular artist and popular music.

13654
FTS-100-242
MTRF
3:30-4:20PM 
D. SCOTT MOORE

