First Term Seminar

Proposal Form
All FTS Proposals must also include the attached WRITI (Writing Intensive) proposal form

Instructor’s Name:     
Course Number:  FTS 100-     
Title:       
Has a copy of this proposal been shared with your department chair?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
No

COURSE DESCRIPTION for June registration materials sent to incoming students:

     
Note:  All FTS course descriptions must begin with the following sentence:

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of…

Course Information:

The faculty has approved guidelines for First Term Seminar courses, which are listed in Section 2.2.4 of the Faculty Handbook (Yellow Pages):

http://gustavus.edu/facultybook/facultyhandbook/section2.php#2.2.4 

The FTS Director and the Course Approval Subcommittee (CAPSUB) of the Curriculum Committee will evaluate the suitability of this course for inclusion in the FTS Program based on these guidelines.  Please respond to the following questions briefly, but with sufficient detail to demonstrate that you will incorporate each of the FTS Program’s components into your course.

All First Term Seminars must meet at least twice per week for at least 150 minutes per week.  Faculty have the option to meet more often (e.g. 2 two-hour sessions or 4 fifty-minute sessions), keeping within the schedule model used for the curriculum as a whole.

1.  Please complete the attached WRITI proposal.  This will be reviewed by the FTS Director to verify that it is consistent with the goals of the FTS Program.

2.  In what ways does the course topic address issues of “values” or ethics?  In other words, how does the course help students think about what is right and wrong, just and unjust, responsible and irresponsible, acceptable and unacceptable?

     
3.  Describe briefly one oral presentation that students will deliver in the course and the learning outcomes associated with it (Invention, Arrangement, and/or Style/Delivery).

     
4.  Explain briefly the role that discussions will play in your course.  How often will class sessions be devoted to discussion?  How will you achieve the learning outcomes associated with discussion in FTS (Invention/Developing Ideas, Arrangement/Advancing Discussion, and/or Style/Self-Monitoring)?

     
5.  Describe briefly how the course will help develop critical thinking abilities, particularly reasoning, the ability to explore assumptions and implications, the ability to consider multiple perspectives, and the ability to raise and find answers to questions.

     
6.  Explain briefly how you will incorporate advising into your course.  In particular, how will you introduce students to the idea of the liberal arts and to the resources that the College has to offer?

     
Submit this form to the Provost’s Office at the following email address:

courseproposal@gustavus.edu 

WRITI Course

Proposal

Note: The Writing Intensive Course Guidelines may be found in the Faculty Book (yellow pages) at: http://gustavus.edu/facultybook/facultyhandbook/section2.php#WRITING
Date:       
I. Course Information

  A.  Department:       
  B.  Course #:       
  C.  Course Title:       


D.  Name of Instructor(s); multiple instructors may apply for WRITI designation for a   commonly taught course:       
E. Has a copy of this proposal been shared with the department chair?
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No  FORMCHECKBOX 

  F.  Maximum enrollment:

The maximum enrollment cap for WRITI courses is 20.


If the maximum enrollment proposed is less than 20 please


 provide a rationale.       
  G.  Catalog course description:  

     
NOTE: All WRITI courses should be supported by the use of Andrea Lunsford’s Everyday Writer .  If your course requires use of a style manual other than Everyday Writer, please include the title below: 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

II.  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible in the space below.  Refer to the WRITI course criteria in section 2.2.2 (yellow pages) of the Faculty Book found at the link listed at the top of this form.

A.  All WRITI courses provide students with opportunities to discuss writing related issues weekly.  Students might discuss their own writing, specific writing assignments within the course, the work of those writers they read in the course, and issues related to writing in the liberal arts tradition.  In the space below, please describe at least two strategies or exercises you will use to discuss writing issues in this course.        
B.  All WRITI courses should foster a process-based approach to writing and require students to draft, revise, and edit at least three assignments that require formal writing from students.  The lengths of those assignments can vary.    Please describe three assignments that you might use in this course and highlight how revision of each will be encouraged.       
C.  All WRITI courses should help students make appropriate rhetorical choices as writers, considering purpose, audience, and context.

Please describe how you will address this criterion within at least two course assignments or class activities.       
D.  All WRITI courses should provide students with opportunities to write informally but informal writing does not need to be graded. Please describe one or two examples of informal writing activities or exercises that your students will complete.       
Submit this form to the Provost’s Office at the following email address: courseproposal@gustavus.edu
