
Facilitators: STEP UP Leadership Development 
 

  

Amy Pehrson is the Assistant Director of Community-Based Service and Learning. Her main 
responsibilities include directing nine volunteer service programs. Previously she served as Director 
of Mentoring and Peer Education where responsibilities included leading the alumni mentoring 
program, directing the Peer Assistants, and co-directing and teaching in the Gusties in On-going 
Leadership Development Program (GOLD). Amy lives on the Pehrson family farm west of St. 
Peter, Minn. with her husband and three children. 
 

Education: B.A. Elementary Education, Gustavus Adolphus College; M.A. Viterbo University, 
Servant Leadership.  
 

What does Amy Pehrson say about STEP UP Leadership Development? 
“We have all been called to be leaders in some aspect of our lives - now and into the future - and it is important that we begin to 

understand what that means for each of us.  In the STEP UP program, students will begin to identify their own strengths and 

understand that by naming and claiming their strengths they can begin to articulate their own leadership story.” 

 

Rev. Grady St. Dennis serves as the Director of Church Relations and College Chaplain at 
Gustavus Adolphus College. An ordained minister of the ELCA, he served as Associate Pastor at 
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, where he developed and implemented several 
programs, including evangelism and outreach ministry programs for young adults. At Gustavus, St. 
Dennis works to build, strengthen, and support Lutheran higher education in general and Gustavus 
in particular. "Imagine a line with three segments. The middle segment is the time of being an '18-
22 year old college student', and the others are the 'Before' and 'Beyond' segments of the 
journey. The role I serve for Gustavus has me relating to people across this entire spectrum. St. 
Dennis and his wife Angie live in Edina, Minn. with their two daughters. 
 

 

Education: B.A. Gustavus Adolphus College; M.Div. Luther Seminary, St. Paul. 

What does Grady St. Dennis say about STEP UP Leadership Development? 
“The thing we hear frequently from many parents, educators, pastors, youth leaders, and young people themselves is the need for 

more concrete leadership development opportunities for high school youth. This is a perfect resource for any young person who wants 

to gain more leadership skills and confidence for stepping up as a leader.” 

 

Dr. Tommy Valentini is the Steve Wilkinson Endowed Professor of Tennis and Sports Ethics in 

Philosophy, Head Coach of men's tennis in Athletics, and Assistant Director of the Tennis and Life 

Camp. In his eighth year as head coach, Valentini is only the 16th head coach in the 86-year history 

of the men's tennis program at Gustavus. He has directed the program to seven consecutive MIAC 

Championships and holds an overall record of 151-62 and an MIAC mark of 62-0. The Gusties are 

the third winningest program in the history of Division III tennis. His doctoral research focused 

upon teaching moral education in and through sport. Tommy lives in St. Peter, Minn. with his wife 

Bethany, and children Enzo and Carmen. 

   

Education: B.A. History and Religion, Gustavus Adolphus College; M.Th. Emory University; Ph.D.  

University of Minnesota. 

What does Tommy Valentini say about STEP UP Leadership Development? 
“It is never too early to help young people cultivate the values of leadership.  The earlier they are able to develop their 

understanding and practicing of leadership, the better they will be at actively shaping their cultures into high functioning moral 

atmospheres where people are empowered to live out their most deeply held values and to serve others.”   
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