
students. And their influence continues in the close 
community that all of us in the classics family—
majors, alumni, and faculty alike —share in and 
appreciate.

The approaching retirement of Will Freiert is a 
fitting time for us to honor all four of them —not 
with a triumphal arch or other mark of public 
display, but in a way that is true to their selflessness 
and their commitment to their students. The 
fellowship that we are creating in their honor will 
meet an urgent need among our students.

Our program attracts some of the most 
intellectually curious and motivated students. 
And yet, many are unable to pursue their interests 
because of lack of funds. A fellowship that each 
year allows a worthy recipient to pursue his or her 
academic interests will have a transformative effect 
on the lives of students for years to come.  

We intend to define 
broadly the range of 
eligible projects, so 
that projects will be 
driven by students’ 
own interests. One 
student could gain 
hands-on experience 
on an archaeological 
dig. Another could 
develop podcasts 
that would help students in our beginning 
language classes.  The fellowship could support 
a creative project such as a classically inspired 
sculptural or musical composition. Or it could 
allow a student to spend a semester at the 
Intercollegiate Center for Classics in Rome or the 
American School of Classical Studies in Athens.  

So we are excited to invite you to partner with 
us in giving back to the community that we 
dearly love. It is an ambitious vision for a small 
department, but it is one we fervently believe in. 
With your help, we can make a big difference in 
the lives of future generations of students. We may 
not be able to paint the Parthenon like Liliana, but 
we can leave a lasting legacy writ large.

TWO YEARS 
ago, recent 

classics alumna 
Liliana Payne ’03 
offered to paint a 
giant mural on the 
wall of our classics 
common room. 
It was her way of 
giving back to the 
department. Ever since, the Parthenon glimpsed 
through our doorway draws in passersby to admire 
this majestic trompe l’oeil.

But Liliana is not unusual in this regard. We are 
constantly amazed by the range of talents and 
interests that our students bring to the study of 
the ancient world. They pursue their passions in 
art and archaeology, history and culture, language 
and literature. They develop the analytical skills 
honed in the rigorous study of Latin and Greek 
and combine this with the flexibility of mind that 
comes with the interdisciplinary nature of classics. 
And then they show us, in a wonderful variety of 
ways, how a classical liberal arts education is lived 
out in daily life.

How did we get to this point? How did the 
department, faculty and students together, develop 
a national reputation for excellence as “one of the 
country’s fine small-college classics departments”? 
Thanks must first be given to the four classicists 
who built the program from the ground up and 
who, between them, have devoted 120 years 
to Gustavus: Marleen Flory, Stewart Flory, 
Patricia Freiert, and William Freiert. Scholars of 
international stature, who have won prestigious 

fellowships, 
published books, 
and won awards 
for outstanding 
teaching, service, 
and scholarship, 
their focus has 
nevertheless always 
remained on their 

The Flory-Freiert Fellowship pays tribute to Marleen Flory, 
Stewart Flory, Patricia Freiert, and William Freiert. With your 
help, it will provide vital support to Gustavus students for 
years to come.  Thank you!

q Yes, I would like to make a gift!

 Name:   ______________________________________
 Address:  _____________________________________
  ____________________________________________
 Phone:  ______________________________________
 E-mail:  ______________________________________

q I would prefer my gift to remain anonymous.

q  I am happy for my gift to be acknowledged. List the gift as 
coming from  ___________________________________

 Please print name(s) as you would like the listing to appear.

  I intend to give to the Flory-Freiert Fellowship Fund in the 
following way:

q The total gift of $________________________  is enclosed. 

 Please make check payable to Gustavus Adolphus 
 College and specify “Flory-Freiert Fellowship” or fill out 
 the credit card information in the space below.

q A partial gift of $________________________  is enclosed. 
 The remaining amount will be completed by ____ /____ /____.

q Please charge my q MasterCard     q VISA  
   q American Express     q Discover 

 Credit card #: __________________________________  
 Expiration date: _________________________________

 q $ ______ now   q $ ______ monthly   q $ ______ quarterly

 for a total gift of $ _____________ paid in ____ installments. 

 Signature: ____________________________________  

 Date: ________________________________________

q   I would like to receive information about giving through an 
automatic monthly bank draft process. 

Please return to: 
Office of Institutional Advancement 
Gustavus Adolphus College 
800 West College Avenue 
St Peter, MN 56082

 
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.
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“I’m an aural learner, 
and hearing Latin helped 
me to learn the language 
better. The Flory-Freiert 
Fellowship would allow me 
to record spoken Latin in 
the KGSM studio, creating 
podcasts that would be 
used as a teaching aid in 
beginning language classes.”
Emily Kuenker (classics major)

“This spring semester, I 
hope to study at the ICCS 
Rome program. This 
experience would be both 
personally and scholastically 
enriching and would allow 
me to study the lives of the 
freedmen as reflected in 
epigraphy and funerary art. 
I could personally visit, examine, and photograph 
ancient funerary sites, an opportunity rarely 
afforded undergraduates. This program is quite 
expensive and limited financial aid is available. 
The fellowship would help give me a chance to 
experience such an opportunity.”
Katie Webster (classics major)

“In 1987, Gustavus 
facilitated my first experience 
on an archaeological 
excavation. The first day I 
began to dig the Dark Age 
town of Vronda on Crete, I 
knew what I wanted to do 
with my life. Student study 
and exploration outside 
the classroom marries the 
learning and the living of the liberal arts. Please 
support the Flory-Freiert Fellowship.”
Professor Pedar Foss ’88, Dean of Academic Life 
and Edwin Minar Professor of Classical Studies, 
DePauw University

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS

gustavus adolphus collegegustavus adolphus college

Marleen B. Flory Stewart G. Flory

Patricia N. Freiert William K. Freiert

ποικ'ιλος/η/ον (adjective):
intricate, varied, colorful, artful, curious, cunning,  
complex, elaborate, subtle, multi-faceted

Greek abounds with words that delight us with 
their grace and nuance. Take, for example, the 
adjective poikilos. Homer uses it to describe the 
versatile, curious, and subtle mind of Odysseus. 
The robe that Athena wove is also poikilos, richly 
hued and intricately embroidered. The word 
conveys a few of the qualities that students 
and colleagues have appreciated in Marleen, 
Stewart, Pat, and Will. They have infected us 
with their intellectual curiosity, guided us with 
their shrewd advice, and inspired us by their 
joie de vivre and myriad interests. With this 
fellowship, we would like to thank them and 
equip Gustavus students to set out on their own 
journeys of discovery.


