Web Page Evaluation – Discussion and Exercise

What kinds of criteria should kids and adults use to evaluate web sites and the information they include?

To learn more about formal web site evaluation, click on:

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
Explore this site and jot down 7 important concepts you learned and at least one question you wish to discuss in class.
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Questions:

Now, visit: 

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/webcrit.html
…and answer these two questions:

What do you find most helpful about the information found at this site?

What concerns do you have if any?

Now, based on our discussion of web site evaluation, please complete this exercise with a partner.  First, review the charts listed below and then use the charts to analyze the following three web sites that discuss Management of ADHD.  Take notes on the chart as you work.  In about 20 minutes we will discuss your analysis and comparisons of the 3 web sites.

http://www.helpguide.org/mental/adhd_medications.htm
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/health/jan-june00/adhd_2-24.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/adhd/dadabtre.htm
1) Analyze each Web page by asking yourself the following questions.

	
	Site One
	Site Two
	Site Three

	Who is responsible for creating this Website?


	
	
	

	When was this Website created?


	
	
	

	What are the strengths of this Website?


	
	
	

	How even-handed is this Website? Does this Website have any potential for bias?
	
	
	


2) Compare the three sites; how are they different? 

	
	Site One
	Site Two
	Site Three

	What is the intended audience?


	
	
	

	What is its primary focus? 


	
	
	

	What evidence is provided for claims?


	
	
	


Not only is it critical for teachers to carefully and systematically evaluate web sites they use professionally and personally, but we all need to help children and teens be careful consumers of web information.  

Given the complexity of web evaluation and the myriad of criteria to be considered, how can we most effectively help kids be better consumers?

Go to this web site and review the forms Schrock uses for a grade level of interest to you.  

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
(scroll down and click on one link – 

elementary, middle school, or secondary

Then answer the following two questions:

1.  What did you most appreciate about the evaluation form you reviewed?

2.  If you could change the form in some way, what changes would you make?

