
Media & Democracy 
Visual representation of concepts assignment 

 
Objectives 

• Students will understand and be able to explain the basic ideas of each topic of the course. 

• Students will understand that these ideas are connected in important ways. 

• Students will be skilled at putting main points into a visual format. 

• Students will be skilled at making connections between and among ideas from class. 
 
Performance Tasks 
Take the information from the first module of the course (“What is democracy?,” “information formats 
and shape, content, quality rigor,” “Media effects: framing, priming and agenda setting”) to create a 
visual representation of the role of information in a democracy. Choose a perspective from which to 
write and write for a specific audience to produce the visual manifestation.  
 
Examples might include something like one of these scenarios:  
You are a candidate for a local political office and want to explain that you understand the role of 
information in a democracy to potential voters. Devise a visual representation (e.g., diagram, game, 
graphic, mind map, poster) that shows connections between ideas in readings for the first module of 
class as part of your campaign website. In a separate written document, explain why you made the 
choices that you did, incorporating your stance as the producer and your audience’s stance as the 
readers. 
 
You are a content creator for a prominent social media site. Your boss has given you the task of creating 
an infographic that explains the role of information in a democracy that shows connections between 
ideas in readings for the first module of class for your site. Devise an infographic for the site. In a 
separate document, explain why you made the choices that you did, incorporating your stance as the 
producer and your audience’s stance as the readers. 
 
You are a political cartoonist working for the New York Times. Create a storyboard (there are apps online 
that are free) that tells a story about the role of information in a democracy that shows connections 
between ideas in readings for the first module of class. In a separate document, explain why you made 
the choices that you did, incorporating your stance as the producer and your audience’s stance as the 
readers. 
 
Requirements 
3 pieces: 

1. A document that outlines and explains the most important concepts from each of the 
assigned readings for each day of class in the first module (“What is democracy?,” 
“information formats and shape, content, quality rigor,” “Media effects: framing, priming 
and agenda setting”). Choose what you believe are the most important aspects of each of 
the readings and explain these in your own words in an outline format. You may integrate 
important quotations from the readings, too. 

2. The visual representation of the role of information in a democracy and how the concepts 
from the first module of the course are connected. Document all your sources in the visual. 
These will be compiled into a class website, so please make sure they’re accessible for 
posting there. 



3. A 1-2-page double-spaced document that explains why you made the choices that you did 
for the visual, incorporating your stance as the producer and your audience’s stance as the 
readers. What constraints do you face in this situation and how did you mitigate them? 
Integrate at least 2-3 credible outside sources to explain your choices. 

4. Include a reference page that documents outside sources. 
 
Grading 
Grading is based on the following criteria: 

1. Most relevant and important information from each reading is included in the first 
document. 

2. Visual is an accurate representation of the role of information in a democracy. 
3. Visual shows connections between ideas in first module of the course. 
4. Document explaining role and audience choices includes a clear argument for those choices 

and includes at least 2-3 credible outside sources. 

 
  



Media & Democracy 
Visual Representation of Concepts Assignment Rubric 

 
Topics from articles: 

 Traditional: Media should keep people informed (Curran) 

 Traditional: Media should be watchdogs (Curran) 

 Traditional: Media should provide platform of open debate (Curran) 

 Traditional: Media should be voice of the people (Curran) 

 Actual: media one of a number of institutions between government and governed (Curran) 

 Actual: news in a context that renders it meaningful (Curran) 

 Actual: media should strengthen already existing structures and processes of democratic system, not be solely responsible (Curran) 

 Actual: media is not unitary – should be diverse and serve different publics (Curran) 

 Market system vs. democracy (Curran) 

 3 characteristics of liberal model media system (Hallin & Giles) 

 4 major dimensions media systems differ from one another (Hallin & Giles) 

 3 pitfalls to recognize when understanding American journalism and its relationship to democracy (Schudson) 

 Entman argument – acknowledge and nurture the contributions made to democracy across the entire media landscape (Entman) 

 4 areas of knowledge vital to effective democratic citizenship (Entman) 

 Table 1 – media categories and commitment to key journalistic standards, core organizational values and missions, target analysis and 
market constraints, prototypical message content, performance of news functions (Entman) 

 Definition of agenda setting (McCombs) 

 Definition of agenda (McCombs) 

 “degree of correspondence” between press agenda and public policy agenda (McCombs) 

 “need for orientation” and relevance and uncertainty (McCombs) 

 levels of agenda setting: attention and comprehension (McCombs) 

 consequences of agenda setting – forming an opinion, priming opinions about public figures, shaping an opinion through an emphasis on 
particular attributes (McCombs) 

 who sets the press agenda – traditions and routines of journalism, other publications/colleagues, public officials in government 
(McCombs) 

 Definition of priming (Scheufele & Tewksbury) 

 Definition of framing (Scheufele & Tewksbury) 

 Differences between agenda setting and framing: 1) how news messages are created, 2) how they are processed, 3) how the effects are 
produced (Scheufele & Tewksbury) 



 

 Part 1: Relevant and important 
information from each reading (25%) 

Part 2: Visual of role of information in a 
democracy (40%) 

Part 3: Clear argument for role and 
audience choices (35%) 

4 

Outline includes all topics from list 
above and writing shows student 
completely understands concepts. 

Visual is comprehensive and shows 
connections between concepts in all 
articles. 

Student articulates a clear and 
persuasive argument for role and 
audience choices and includes 2-3 
credible and relevant outside sources to 
back up those choices. 

3 

Outline includes most of topics from list 
above and writing shows student mostly 
understands concepts. 

Visual is accurate but may not show 
connections between concepts in all 
articles. 

Student articulates argument for role 
and audience choices, but argument 
may not be clear or persuasive or 
student did not include 2-3 credible and 
relevant outside sources to back up 
choices. 

2 

Outline includes some topics from list 
above and writing does not show 
understanding of topics. 

Visual may not include information from 
all articles and/or connections between 
concepts. 

Student does not articulate very clear or 
persuasive argument for role and 
audience choices or does not include 
enough outside sources to back up 
choices. 

1 
Outline does not include very many 
topics from list above and writing is 
mostly copying information directly 
from the source. 

Visual does not include information 
from all articles and/or any connections 
between concepts. 

Student does not articulate clear or 
persuasive argument for role and 
audience choices or does not include 
any outside sources to back up choices. 

 
Part 1: _____________________________         Part 2: __________________________       Part 3: __________________________ 
 
Comments: 



Media & Democracy 
Visual Representation of Concepts Assignment Examples 

 

                         



 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
[Interactive ThingLink image] 
 



 
Example of entire assignment: 
 
Day Number One: 

• General Traditional Narrative 
o Primary democratic tasks of the media are to inform, scrutinize, debate, and represent 

▪ Voice of the people 
▪ Open debate 
▪ Report important trends/events (global) 
▪ Objective media 
▪ Watchdog 

• Watches for wrong doings done by the state 
▪ Humans can make decisions  
▪ “Soft journalism” 
▪ Impartial 

• How things really are 
o More complex/more actors 
o More restrictive/regulated 
o Choose what to report 
o Debate is diverse 
o Too simplistic watch over threats 
o It is influenced by a lot of things 
o Social processes need to be taken into consideration 
o Responsible to be ethical mediator 

• The four theories of the press 
o Authoritarian 

▪ Tells citizens what to think 
o Libertarian 

▪ People can make their own decisions 
o Communist 

▪ Upholding views of the government 
o Social responsibility 

▪ Social justice; people are taken care of 

• Four dimensions  
o The emergence of a mass-circulation press 
o The degree of nature of state involvement in the media 
o The degree of political parallelism 
o The degree of professionalization  

 
Day Number Two: 

• There are multiple types of Journalism in America each have multiple: 
o Purposes 
o Diverse audiences 
o Varying relationships to democracy 

• The four types of journalism there are is: 
o Traditional main stream journalism 

▪ Performs the core news function 
▪ Has the highest probability of contributing to democratic citizenship  

o Advocacy Journalism 
▪ “News influenced by the organization’s commitment more to advancing particular political or 

policy agenda than to enhancing citizenship in general” 
o Tabloid journalism 



▪ Shaped by commercial considerations and by mass audience’s presumed taste, rather than 
commitment to democratic purposes 

o Entertainment journalism 
▪ Not produced by journalists nor consciously consumed as news 

• “…Media not bound by the canons and practices of traditional journalism can serve the core democratizing 
functions of news, the functions that help citizens hold government to account.” 

• News functions help show four areas of knowledge viral to effective democratic citizenship: 
o Policy 
o Power (actions of individuals) 
o Ideology 
o Self-interest 

• Soft news bleeds into entertainment, but can serve a vital purpose to fulfill news functions 

• You can measure the four types of journalism and which category a news source fits into based on: 
o Degree of commitment to key journalist standards 

▪ Accuracy 
▪ Balance 
▪ Checks on pure profit maximization 
▪ Democratic accountability 
▪ Editorial separation 

o Core organizational values and missions 
▪ Reporting on important events, people, and issues, particularly those involving governmental 

institutions and actors, in ways that are accurate and balanced 
▪ Generating sufficient advertising and circulation revenue to make a profit regarded by the stock 

market or private owners as acceptable 
o Target audiences and market constraints 
o Prototypical message content 

• Traditional journalism faces pressure to grow and change, and while doing so not change credibility. 

 
Day Number Three: 

• The media uses three main functions when it comes crafting their stories: 
o Agenda Setting 

▪ The main idea is to go from one important story into the next 
▪ Uses public’s knowledge to help guide the outline 
▪ Gives attributes to objects within their story 
▪ Correlation between the media and the public’s interest 
▪ How stories are created 

o Priming 
▪ “occurs when news content suggests to news audiences that they ought to use specific issues as 

benchmarks for evaluating the performance of leaders and government” 
▪ How they are processed 

o Framing 
▪ The way in which stories are told, for the public to gain the best understanding of what is taking 

place. 
▪ How the effects are produced 

• The activities of the groups who are interested in shaping media agendas and frames are the ones who can have 
a high impact on the volume and characteristics of news messages on an issue 

• Audiences who pay close attention to a news story are likely to see the implications of framing. 

 
Part 2: https://bubbl.us/NDI1OTM5NC84MzI2MjY0LzE0ZmE1MTVlMTI5NjA3MGMzNjcyZjg2YjNkYmY3NzNi-X) 

 
Part 3:  

https://bubbl.us/NDI1OTM5NC84MzI2MjY0LzE0ZmE1MTVlMTI5NjA3MGMzNjcyZjg2YjNkYmY3NzNi-X


 There is a growing importance for high schooler students to understand the need for media literacy. This year 

alone, 15.1 million students entered grades 9 through 12 (National Center for Education Statistics). It is this number that 

brings about the fact that there is a dire need to understanding in the role that the media plays in the democracy.  

 Luckily, because of this growing need for students to have a basic understanding of how they are getting their 

information, many schools have started to take it upon themselves to offer students courses in understanding this 

complex relationship. There have been hopes to get more teachers on board to bring news into the classroom and base 

discussions around it, but it has been stressed that now is the time to start having these discussions on news literacy and 

educating both the teacher and the students in the process (News Literacy vs. Media Literacy). It is because of this, that I 

decided to go with the role as a high school teacher trying to teach students the role that the media plays in democracy, 

and the many parts to it and how they are all relate in some way. 

 I chose to design my visual using a mind map, allowing me to create a visual that is entertaining for students to 

look at, bettering hold their attention. Normally teachers place information slides, but the downside is that this is not 

always the most visually appealing or entertaining for students to learn from. The mind map also allowed to me connect 

important points together, showing how everything connects in some way. In return, this can allow for students not to 

get lost, giving them something to easy to follow. 

 While making sure the layout was easy to follow, the information on the chart had to be easy to follow as well. I 

knew that it would be important for the students viewing the map to have an understanding what democracy is, and the 

role that journalism is usually thought to play. Everything had to be explained in a simple way that still got the 

information across. Once the information was explained, I could move onto the next bubble connecting the ideas 

together. The students needed to know that journalism differs from to another, because of their differences in their 

purpose, audiences, and their relationship with democracy in general. This also then helps the student understand why 

there are four different types of journalism, and then how these connect with that of the differing narratives for 

journalism. 

 While it is important for the students to understand the importance of the types of journalism, it is almost more 

important for them to understand the tactics that journalists use when they share news. By understanding these three 

main concepts, students can then infer if they are getting the whole story, what stories they are told are most 



important, and if they have been primed prior to hearing the story. By ending with this, the students can see how these 

fit together is some way, showing the role that the media plays in shaping the democracy and their opinions.  

 There were somethings that had to be omitted, because the information being presented had to be simple and 

just enough for students to gain a basic understanding of how journalism works. The information in the bubbles had to 

be condensed so that the students would not lose focus, but instead stay interested in the content and still understand 

the terms being presented to them.  

As these students become older, they start being presented with more news and needing to form opinions what 

they are hearing. It is important for them to have the main understanding of the role of information in a democracy. By 

having a simple map to follow that connects the important information, they can see how everything links together. 

These students can gain a basic understanding of how the media plays a role in the information that is received in a 

democracy.  
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