FTS 100-299  Epidemics and Public Health   
Spring 2010
M. Strey

FIRST TERM SEMINAR: EPIDEMICS AND PUBLIC HEALTH
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9:00 - 9:50 am, Vickner 303
Instructor: Dr. Mary E. M. Strey




 

Office: Olin 306 





E-mail: mstrey@gustavus.edu 

Office Hours:  M, W, F  10:30—11:30 am



  M, 1-3
Please contact me via e-mail if you would like to
set up an appointment at other times.
FTS Course Description and Overview  

This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of epidemics and community responses to them.  Ebola, HIV, and the recent H1N1 influenza pandemic will be included among the topics.  Topics for the course will include the basic science of disease outbreak as well as worldwide public health, political, and community responses that reflect the values and judgements of these systems.  Work will include written and oral presentations.
In addition, this course will introduce you to campus resourses, including the library and writing center, and topics such as a liberal arts education, international education, academic advising, diversity, career planning.  
The critical sentence in the formal course description above is the first one… “This seminar introduces students to critical thinking and a discussion of values, and develops oral and written communication skills, through an investigation of epidemics and community responses to them.”  This sentence starts the same for each section of FTS taught at Gustavus; the variation is what follows the word “through…”  Therefore, the fundamental role of this FTS is to introduce you to critical thinking, a discussion of values, and the development of communication skills, both oral and written.  The particular topic of this course (epidemics) is the subject about which we will think, discuss values, and communicate.  
Most other courses you take at Gustavus will appear to be the opposite; mastery of information, subject matter, and particular skills.  However, you will likely be evaluated on the basis of your ability to think critically and communicate effectively (this includes accurately) about the subject matter.  In reality, it is quite difficult to separate learning from effectively communicating that which you have learned.  Consider this:  Gustavus offers a single degree, the Bachelor of Arts degree.  This is what your diploma will indicate.  You may major and/or minor in a number of disicplines, but your degree is a B.A. from a liberal arts college.  We will spend some time this semester considering this as a framework for your next four years .
The topic about which the course will focus relates to major epidemics that represent responses to outbreaks that have been influenced by political, value-laden decisions made by the U.S. government, W.H.O., and/or governments of other countries.  For example, although the biology of a viral infection is considered value-neutral, the demographic of those infected, the limited scientific  knowledge available in some instances, the decisions about which treatments to pursue and for whom, and the funding for the study of one disease over another are all examples af topics in which we will engage in considering questions of justice, responsibility, and fairness.   
Course Pre-requisites

There are no pre-requisites for this course outside of being a first-semester Gustavus student.  The course is open to students regardless of scientific background.

Course Goals and Objectives

· Development of critical thinking skills

· Development of oral communication skills
· Development of written communication skills

· Development of increased awarness of value-based assumptions 

· Development of ability to discuss value-laden topics based on evidence
· Development of understanding of basic concepts in epidemiology 
· Introduction to Gustavus, resources available to you, and the role of academic advising
Course texts, readings, events, and others sources (available in the Book  Mark and required):

· Andrea A. Lunsford  The Everyday Writer
· Duncan and Friedrich  Oral Presentations in the Composition Course

· Ruth Levine Case Studies in Global Health: Millions Saved

· Laurie Garrett The Coming Plague
· William R. Clark  In Defense of Self
· Gustavus Adolphus College Strategic Plan:  Mission Statement, Statement of Liberal Arts, Statement of Church-Relatedness
· Other brief readings as assigned
Events  (on campus with the choice of 5 or more of the following  options)

A one page summary paper for any five of these events that you attend is due in my office by 5 pm one week after the event.

· Saturday, March 13  Surviving the Land of Opportunity  2010 Building Bridges Conference

http://gustavus.edu/diversity/buildingbridges/
· February 11 at 7–9 pm  “Music in the Holocaust" with Dr. Nick Strimple  Nobel Hall Wallenberg Auditorium  The Saint Peter Choral Society brings world-renowned authority on music in the holocaust, Dr. Nick Strimple, for this public lecture on music as a central part of the culture of the concentration camp Theresienstadt in 1944. This lecture precedes the society's performance of the oratorio ELIJAH on March 6 & 7.
· February 15 at 7–9 pm The Cuarteto Latinoamericano in Concert  Bjorling Recital Hall  The Gustavus Artist Series presents Mexico's sensational string quartet, Cuarteto Latinoamericano, in concert in Bjorling Recital Hall. Known around the world for their outstanding performances and recordings of the music of Mexico and Latin America, the Cuarteto Latinoamericano brings a blend of Latin American and Western traditions together for this special concert in conjunction with the Gustavus 2010 Global Insight initiative.
· Urinetown
by Greg Kolis & Mark Hollmann
· February 19 & 20, 26 & 27, 2010 | 8:00 p.m.
· February 21 & 28, 2010 | 2:00 p.m. 
· This sassy, Tony-award-winning show combines sharp social satire with some pretty great music! Urinetown has a social justice slant and even connects with the themes of this year's Nobel Conference --WATER! In a nightmare future parched by decades of drought, private toilets have been outlawed, and "the privilege to pee" is controlled by an evil corporation. See our heroes sign their way to freedom with hilarious parodies of showtunes in this delightful spoof of Broadway musicals.
·  The Arabian Nights 
   by Mary Zimmerman
· April 22-24, 2010 | 8:00 p.m.
· April 25, 2010 |2:00 p.m. 
· MacArthur fellow Mary Zimmerman's brilliant adaptation of One Thousand and One Nights has been acclaimed as "a celebration of the salutatory powers of storytelling" and "theatre at its most unpretentiously poetic, most fetchingly stylish, as humane as it is elegant."  Based on ancient tales from Persian, Arabic, and other folklore and literary traditions, the play follows Sheherezade's attempt to save her life by narrating stories to King Shahryar, ruler of Baghdad, City of Peace and Poets. Funny, erotic, irreverent, and enchanting.
Time to Soar
The Gustavus Dance Company in Concert

· May 14 & 15, 2010 | 8:00 p.m.

· May 16, 2010 | 2:00 p.m. 

· This year's concert once again features our highly acclaimed Gustavus Dance Company in an evening of riveting works created by faculty choreographers Melissa Rolnick and Jeffrey Peterson, nationally known guest artists, and selected student choreographers.
· One of the following events:   

· Feb 13
2–4:30 pm  The Gustavus Wind Orchestra European Home Concert  
· Feb 20 7:30–9:30 pm Richard Weber, clarinet & Esther Wang, piano, Faculty Recital 
· Feb 21 3:30–5:30 pm Pavia Wind Quintet in Concert 
· Feb 28 3:30–5:30 pm Emily Sapa, Faculty Flute Recital 
· Mar 13 7:30–9:30 pm Mika Kumala, guest artist recital  
· Mar 19 7:30–9:30 pm A Spring Winds Concert with Gustavus and Vasa Wind Orchestra · 
· Any lecture within an academic department or interdisciplinary program  (see me in advance if you have questions.)
General information about assignments and grading
· Assignments and papers are due at the beginning of class (unless otherwise noted) on the dates indicated.  Extensions are not granted.  Please budget your time and workload accordingly.

· All out of class assignments should be typed (Times New Roman, 12 point font; 1 inch margins, double-spaced).  Please include your name, the date, page number, and the name of the assignment as a header starting with the first page; please do not include a cover page. Please be kind and staple your paper before turning it in.

· Drafts should be saved and submitted with the final paper (and/or subsequent drafts).

· Assignments for this course need to be submitted in hard copy; electronic submissions will not be accepted.

Class Attendance and participation Your attendance will be reflected in your discussion grades, in class assignment grades, and reflection papers.  If you are not in class when one of these assignments is due, you will receive a zero.
Assignment overview and grading:

Your assignments will be varied over the course of the semester, but focus on the primary objectives of this FTS.   Your writing and discussion assignments will be intentionally focused on helping you understand types of class discussion, writing assignments, and formal presentations, appropriate style and format for each.  You will be asked to be self-conscious about the choices you make in these assignments in order to help you become more aware and reflective in your communication.

Reflection papers @3 points each 







21
Five (5) reflection/reaction papers for co-curricular activities @ 5 points each

25
Syllabus review









10

Paper  on Churchill document  (in class) 






3

Paper on College Statements








10

Paper on Garrett assignment 
(in class) 






7

Preparation for research paper on values-based topic
10 points Writers Workshop visit; 10 points referenced sources; 
15 points draft outline; 25 points final outline




60
Position paper on malaria/DDT  

10 points Writers Workshop; 30 points draft; 50 points final 

90

Final paper draft 50; final 80








130


Interview, written summary, questions, and presentation




50



Leading class discussion  


Questions submission 10; class discussion 20




30
Team presentation 

Outline 20 points; citations 20; presentation 60




120

 Class discussion based on cooperatively developed rubric 




60

12 dates evaluated at 5 points each; 0 points if not present

Periodic summaries/questions 







14
TOTAL








  570 points
Written Communication
There are multiple means by which one becomes a more effective writer.   In addition to formal evaluation (grading) by a professor and 1:1 discussion with a faculty member about your writing, work with the Writing Center and/or a writing tutor can provide significant assistance throughout the writing process.  In addition, there are three types of assignments related to writing that will be used in this course:
Self-conscious writing assignments
· You will be assigned chapters of Everyday Writer throughout the semester and discuss these in relation to an upcoming writing assignment.  
· In-class peer review of your classmates’ writing as part of the iterative process.  
· Discussion of the differences between writing styles in (e.g.) The New York Times vs. a CDC report vs. Scientific American when writing about the same/related topic as a means to explore voice, audience, style, content, etc.

Informal Writing Assignments 
Informal writing assignments are useful as a way for you to practice writing, collect and organize your thinking, and review material to assess whether or not you understand a topic you have studied.  There will be two forms of informal writing used throughout this seminar.
· Throughout the semester, you will be assigned brief, prompted writing exercises one day  to use for discussion at the start of the next class as a means to transition from one day to the next.  
· Occasionally, you will be asked to write in class a one page summary of a more complex science-related topic just presented or studied in a manner that could explain the topic to your roommate. 
Formal Writing Assignments
One formal assignment will be to provide three sources on the same topic (e.g. malaria) and ask you to summarize the issues presented, divergent perspectives provided, and the questions that remain unanswered.  The draft of these papers will be the basis for a 1:1 meeting with me to review my written comments prior to revision and graded paper.   
One formal assignment (following the writing discussion noted above) will be to ask students to find three different types of sources on the same topic (e.g., H1N1 influenza) and ask students to consider the audience each addresses and the purpose of the pieces.  These papers will be subject to in-class peer review, revision, review of that draft by me, and revision prior to submission.  
One formal assignment will be to ask you to provide an annotated bibliography for your final oral presentation which will then be subject to in-class peer review prior to final revision. 

Oral Communication

There are also multiple means by which one becomes a more effective speaker.   Discussion will play a role in the majority of our meetings each week.  A combination of break-out group discussion to clarify concepts, share ideas in small groups before large group sharing to both develop and then assess effective stratagies for (e.g.) epidemic-related issues, to develop an ability to think about the next question or next step in the process/topic/issue.  Other forms of discussion will be to start the class with open discussion about a prompted brief writing assignment from the previous day's class to transition from one day to the next.  

Three types of assignments related to oral communication that will be used in this course:
Self-conscious oral communication assignments
· There will be an explicit session early in the semester about discussions in which you articulate the features of effective and ineffective classsroom discussions and your responsibility for in-class discussions.
· You will be assigned chapters from Duncan and Friedrich throughout the semester to develop critical awareness about a particular assignment of discussion.  
· In-class peer review of your classmates’ presentations and discussion as part of the iterative process.  
Informal Oral Communication Assignments 
Informal oral communication occurs daily in discussion-based courses and seminars at Gustavus.   It can be challenging, however, to develop the critical habit of advancing an in-class discussion.
· The use of prompted written assignments (above) will be used to initiate to use for discussion at the start the next class and then to advanc ethat discussion.
· Discussion of the differences between writing styles.
Formal Oral Communication Assignment
At the end of the semester, you will work in small groups to present information about an infectious agent.  The assignment will be to inform your classmates about the relevant biology associated with the infectious agent and then to address one value-based tension related a question such as those described above.   Preliminary draft outlines will be reviewed two weeks prior to the presentation in order to provide feedback to you.
Other Important Course Information and Policies
The Writing Center

http://gustavus.edu/writingcenter/

From the website:

The Writing Center is staffed by Gustavus students from a variety of majors across the curriculum, all of whom want to help you take charge of your own writing process. We're here to help you clarify your own ideas and hone your written communication skills as you learn the conventions of academic writing across the college. The Writing Center is not an editing or proofreading service. Writing Consultants can, however, help you learn to self-edit and work with you on the grammar, punctuation, and usage problems that you identify. For optimal service, please bring a copy of your assignment and two copies of your draft.

You can make appointments to visit the Writing Center on line through the website.
Disability Accommodations:
“Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Art of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) work together to ensure ‘reasonable accommodation’ and non-discrimination for students with disabilities in higher education. A student who has a physical, psychiatric/emotional, medical, learning, or attentional disability that may have an effect on the student’s ability to complete assigned course work should contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Advising Center, who will review the concerns and decide with the student what accommodations are necessary.”  Gustavus Catalogue
Disability Services Coordinator Laurie Bickett (lbickett@gustavus.edu or x6286) can provide further information.


Help for Students Whose First Language is not English
The Writing Center has on staff a part-time tutor with professional training in ESL/ELL instruction. Students can schedule work with this tutor by contacting the Writing Center. Students may bring their instructors documentation concerning their ELL status.   For further information, contact the Academic Advising Office.
http://gustavus.edu/advising/  x7027
Academic Honesty
A full descriptions of the Academic Honesty Policy and the Honor Code can be found in the catalogue on the web at: http://gustavus.edu/academics/general_catalog/current/index.cfm?pr=acainfo
You were not able to register for courses as a Gustavus student until you agreed to the following Honor Code which was approved by both the Student Senate and the faculty for effect since the fall 2003 semester. 
HONOR CODE 
"As a community of scholars, the faculty and students of Gustavus Adolphus College have formulated an academic honesty policy and honor code system, which is printed in the Academic Bulletin and the Gustavus Guide. As a student at Gustavus Adolphus College I agree to uphold the honor code. This means that I will abide by the academic honesty policy, and abide by decisions of the joint student/faculty Honor Board." 
At the November, 2006, Faculty Meeting, the faculty approved changes to Handbook Section 2.2.9:   “Through information provided in syllabi and/or other means, faculty members will explain to students how the Honor Code will operate in their respective courses. The following statement is suggested as a pledge for students to sign on all graded assignments and projects:

On my honor, I pledge that I have not given, received, or tolerated others’ use of unauthorized aid in completing this work.


A similar statement may be signed by students at the beginning of a course, indicating that their work for that course will comply with the academic honest policy and the Honor Code.”

By the end of this week, please visit the website http://gustavus.edu/academics/general_catalog/current/index.cfm?pr=acainfo
to review the policy and consequences for violating the policy.  I will then ask you to sign a statement indicating that you read this information and sign an honor pledge for this course.

1

