

Last Name and page number

Your Name Here

Instructor’s Name Here

Course Name and Number Here

Date Here

Exciting Title for Paper Here


This is a sample first page of an essay styled in MLA format.  I have revised this handout, prepared by my colleagues at the Ohio State University, and adapted it to suit our context.  The handout is designed to demonstrate to you what a literary analysis essay for this course might look like, particularly in terms of the integration of quotations.  Your first writing assignment, in which you discuss Gloria Naylor's Mama Day, requires you to call upon evidence from the novel in order to forward your analysis.  You will use dialogue and description from the novel in order to support your essay, drawing upon MLA guidelines for documentation.  

This entire sample essay is double-spaced, and each page has your last name and page number as a header in the upper right-hand corner.  The font size and style are reasonable and easy on the eyes.  This is Times New Roman 12 point; you could also use Times New Roman 10 point or another commonly used font, such as Palatino or Courier.  Your margins should be one inch all the way around.  A Writer’s Reference, by Diana Hacker, offers a discussion of MLA style issues.  (See pages 324 through 360.)  I expect each of you to consult Hacker's book as you navigate your way through your essay.  I realized after reading your rough drafts that most of you have mastered the mechanics of quoting; only the block quotations seem to be giving you trouble.


Block quotations look like blocks of text in the middle of your essay.  You can see that each paragraph of this essay is indented five spaces, and that there is no additional space between paragraphs.  Similarly, there should be no additional space when introducing a block quotation, which is a quotation that exceeds four typed lines of texts.  Consider the following, for example:

Block quotes are indented 10 spaces (which is usually two tabs); the spaces take the place of quotation marks, so you do not need to include “” anywhere around 

the quotation.  To document a long (block) quotation in MLA style, you should include the page number of the source and the author’s last name if you have not already mentioned it in the paper itself.  Notice there is no punctuation between name and number.   (Last name page number)

Now, here's the really important part: always follow your quotation with an explanation of its significance to your paper or with your interpretation of it, rather than allowing it to speak for itself.  You, as the writer, are responsible for making sense out of those quotations.  You've got to be the one saying, "Hey, I see this interesting thing happening in this book. Let me show you where my ideas come from."  Or, maybe you're saying, "I read this passage and I am left with a very different response.  I don't think Naylor is successful here at all . . ."    Remember that you are in control of your text, not Naylor.  Likewise, when you begin to incorporate "outside" resources into your essays (Assignment Three), you'll want to make sure that you maintain control-- not some “expert” that you consult in a library resource and cite in your paper.  Writers employ the voices of others to help them make their own arguments, and/ or to refute the arguments of others.


In the case of shorter quotations, you should place the quote within the paper itself.  Be sure to always introduce the quote by attaching it to a complete sentence.  For example, Becky Taylor encourages you “to always introduce the quote by attaching it to a complete sentence” (page number).   Or, you might do something like this:  Becky Taylor suggests, "always introduce the quote by attaching it to a complete sentence.   Do you see the difference there?  Finally, notice that here the period comes after the page number citation, whereas with longer quotes (block quotations) it comes before the citation.  Confusing, indeed!  This is another reason why you should always consult the MLA Documentation Style section of A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker as you draft. 

By the way, I used italics in order to indicate that A Writer’s Reference is a book.  Titles of books are italicized or underlined, as are titles of newspapers or magazines.  Titles of newspaper, magazine, and journal articles, on the other hand, are placed in quotation marks, as are titles of short works like short stories or poems.  The list goes on and on.  This short sample essay should help you work with your final formatting choices for Assignment One.  As we move further into the course, we'll talk more about how to balance multiple voices within our texts.  By the way, don't forget the two best ways to get help with your writing in this class:  1) come to see your professor during her office hours;  or 2) make an appointment at the Writing Center (call x6027).  Write on.  

