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And the Thambo Project 
is... an organization  that 
sprung out of GustavusÕs 
social justice program, I 
Am We Are, to spread 
social justice through  the 
ar ts. The Thambo project 
gave me the oppor tunity 
to help star t a social jus-
tice theatre group in 
Okoboji  Iowa over the 
summer.

Surpr ises? Af ter our last per-
formances, I was surpr ised at 
how many of the par ticipants 
said that being  in the group  had 
changed  their lives. We dealt 
with tough issues through our 
theatreÑrape, abuse, sexuali-
tyÑand the par ticipants said 
there was no other place for 
them to  talk about  these huge 
issues that affected them every 
day. Some of them even said this 
group gave them something to 
live for and hope for their fu-
tures. It was SO powerful to 
know that I helped them to find 
that hope within themselves.

While y ou can tr y to measure 
success in your car eer empir i-

callyÑby how much money 
you made, ho w many items 

you sold, or ho w many papers  
you f iled, y ou of tentimes canÕt 

measure how you change 
people Õs lives. That un-

measurable connection, ho w-
ever, is what makes any ca-

reer fulf illing and pur poseful. 
Personal connection is t he true 

measure of success. 
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