Nov 11: St Martin’s Day: German children celebrate St Martin’s Day as the start of Carnival season. They walk around the streets, after dark, carrying lanterns, and singing special songs. A bit like trick or treating, they are rewarded for their singing and the beauty of their lanterns with sweets and other goodies.

Nov. 11: Veteran’s Day/ Remembrance Day: In the US Armistice Day officially received its name in 1926 through a Congressional resolution. It became a national holiday 12 years later by similar Congressional action. In 1931 the Canadian Parliament changed the name of the holiday to Remembrance Day and made November 11 a legal holiday. It is a time to stop and remember those who served to protect the freedom of all.

Nov. 16: Louis Riel Day: Louis Riel was a famous Metis leader who helped his people form a government and become part of the newly created Dominion of Canada in 1870. In 1885, Riel led a rebellion against the Canadian authorities in the west because he feared that more and more Metis lands would be lost to new settlers. Today his name is a symbol of native independence.

Nov 23: Thanksgiving: The custom of celebrating Thanksgiving, an annual celebration in the United States held after the harvest, began around 1621 when the Pilgrims fulfilled a successful and bountiful harvest in the New World. The first Thanksgiving Proclamation was made in 1675. In the late 1700's a day of national Thanksgiving was proposed by the Continental Congress. In 1817 New York State adopted Thanksgiving Day as an annual custom. By the middle of the 19th century many other states also celebrated a Thanksgiving Day. In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln appointed a national day of thanksgiving. Since then each president has issued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation, usually designating the fourth Thursday of each November as the holiday.

Nov. 25: St. Catherine’s Day: Saint Catherine's Day is known as la fête des vielles filles (old maids), for ladies over 25 and still unmarried. Apparently, there was a girl by the name of Catherine who was executed around the year 307 because she refused to marry a Roman emperor. That began a tradition where girls who hadn't found a husband by the age of 25 were called Catherine. Traditionally, Saint Catherine is the patron saint of virgins and philosophers who was martyred because she was a Christian.

Nov. 30: St. Andrew’s Day: The Scots, Poles and Russians celebrate St. Andrew's Day. Andrew was the first of Christ's apostles and traveled widely preaching the Christian gospel, until he was crucified by a Roman governor. The Scots believe he was buried where the city and cathedral of St. Andrew were later built. Both Russia and Scotland claim him as a patron Saint

Starts Dec. 1: Advent: Advent means arrival. To Christians it means the four weeks leading up to Christmas. In some homes special candle holders or Advent wreaths are displayed holding four candles. One candle is lit the fourth Sunday before Christmas, two the next Sunday, and one the last Sunday. Advent calendars are a German custom to help pass the time until Christmas. Each calendar has 24 doors. One is opened each day beginning on December 1.

Dec 6 (for most countries around the world): Eid Al-Fitr: It ends Ramadan fasting and is all about celebrating the good things that we have received, God’s (Allah’s) bounty and our family and friends. Every household who can afford it must pay a form of tax in the days leading up to Eid. It is a very small amount, and is paid for each person in the family. 

Dec. 6: St. Nicholas Day In fourth-century Turkey there was a generous bishop by the name of St. Nicholas, now considered to be the patron saint, or protector, of children. In honor of St. Nicholas Dutch and German communities celebrate. The Dutch say that Sint Nikolaas or Sinterklass and his helper Zwarte Piet or Black Pete would travel by horse to homes. Children would leave out a pair of polished shoes filled with hay and carrots. If the children were good it was replaced with candy and gifts. If the children were not good, Black Pete would leave a piece of coal.

Dec. 9: Chanukah/ Hanukkah: The Jewish festival of Chanukah falls around the time of the winter solstice and is often called The Festival of Lights. It is celebrated by lighting special candles each day at sundown. Chanukah commemorates the victory, more then 2000 years ago of a band of Hebrews, led by Judiah Maccabee who recaptured their temple in Jerusalem from the ruling Syrians. Chanukah by definition means dedication

Dec 13: St Lucia Day: Many girls in Sweden dress up in white gowns with a red sash and crown of candles and sing songs to family and bring them coffee and twisted saffron buns.  The girl with the crown represents Saint Lucia, a young Christian girl. She was killed by Roman soldiers about fifteen hundred years ago for refusing to give up her religion.  Because Saint Lucia was an Italian, her day is also celebrated in Italy. There, people honor her with bonfires and parades on her feast day.
Dec. 16-24: Las Posadas: The Hispanic community prepares for the arrival of Christmas with processions called Posadas. This represents the pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph on the nine nights before Jesus' birthday. The novena (a prayer said on nine consecutive days) of Las Posadas traditionally begins on December 16th and continues through Christmas Eve, each night a search for shelter, a series of refusals, and a final resting place. Today, Las Posadas is usually condensed into one evening, Christmas Eve, and the final festivities are always followed with Midnight Mass

Dec. 21 0r 22: Winter Solstice: Winter officially begins on the shortest day of the year December 21 (or December 22 in some years) the day of the solstice. Solstice means the sun stands still. The winter solstice is the day when the midday sun is at its lowest point above the horizon. The winter solstice is often celebrated with parties and winter customs.

Dec 24: Christmas Eve
Dec 25: Christmas Day

Dec 26: Boxing Day: English custom of giving Christmas boxes containing food or money to family servants and suppliers. Boxing day is celebrated in Britain and Canada on December 26.

Dec. 26: St. Stephen’s Day: St. Stephen's Day honors the first Christian martyr, stoned to death shortly after the Crucifixion. St. Stephen's Day is a national holiday in Ireland, but the celebrations have little connection to the Saint. In Ireland, St. Stephen's Day is the day for Hunting the Wren or Going on the Wren
Dec 26: Kwanzaa begins and lasts until Jan 1.Kwanzaa reinforces community, family and good social values through seven principles. It’s an African American holiday.

Dec. 28: Holy Innocents Day: Catholic Holy Day, observed in commemoration of the slaughter of male infants in Bethlehem during Herod the Great's attempt to kill the infant Jesus. It is a time for children to be especially blessed in church.

	January

	New Year's Day (Jan. 1)

A federal holiday in the United States, New Year's Day has its origin in Roman times, when sacrifices were offered to Janus, the two-faced Roman deity who looked back on the past and forward to the future. 
Jan.1: Solnal: Korean New Year's Day. The biggest festive event of the year for Korean community. Usually celebrated on January 1 however some Koreans celebrate on the lunar New Year, later in the winter. Christian Koreans attend church on Solnal while Buddhists make offerings to their ancestors at their temples.

Jan 5: Twelfth Night: Custom was that people had a King of Bean and sometimes a Queen, on Twelfth Night to preside over the revelries for the end of the season. The King and Queen were the pair who found a special bean found inside a cake called a galette or gateau des rois. Europeans celebrate Twelfth Night by going out to sing and wassail or drink to the health of their neighbors, animals and orchards. Wassail is an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning be whole. Celebrated on January 5.
	

	Epiphany (Jan. 6)

Epiphany (from Greek epiphaneia, "manifestation"), falls on the 12th day after Christmas. It commemorates the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, as represented by the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and the miracle of the wine at the marriage feast at Cana. One of the three major Christian festivals, along with Christmas and Easter. Epiphany originally marked the beginning of the carnival season preceding Lent, and the evening preceding it is known as Twelfth Night. 

Jan 7: Julian Christmas: Ukrainians and many others from the Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas on January 7, On Christmas Eve, January 6 a lighted candle is placed in the window to guide travelers, in memory of Mary and Joseph's journey. The holiday begins with the first star on the horizon. Many Orthodox Christians have 40 days of partial fasting before their Christmas.

	Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday (Mon., Jan. 15, 2007)

A federal holiday observed in the United States on the third Monday in January that honors the late civil rights leader. It became a federal holiday in 1986. 
	

	Muharram (Sat., Jan. 20, 2007)*
The month of Muharram marks the beginning of the Islamic liturgical year, and is celebrated in a relatively quiet manner.

Jan. 25: Burns Night: n many parts of the world, Burns Night is the most celebrated Scottish event. Scots gather to celebrate Robert (Robbie) Burns honored Scottish poet born on this day in 1759. The traditional Scottish dish of Haggis is piped in and the Master of Ceremonies reads Burn's poem To a Haggis. Ceremonies wind down with the famous Robert Burns song Auld Lang Syne.
Jan. 26: Australia Day: Commemorates the founding of the first white settlement in Australia in 1788.
	

	February

	Groundhog Day (Feb. 2)

Legend has it that if the groundhog sees his shadow, he'll return to his hole, and winter will last another six weeks. 
	

	Lincoln's Birthday (Mon., Feb. 12, 2007)

A holiday in a few states, this day was first formally observed in Washington, DC, in 1866, when both houses of Congress gathered for a memorial address in tribute to the assassinated president. In some places, it is combined with Washington's Birthday and celebrated as President's Day. 

Feb. 13: Nirvana Day: Mahayana Buddhists are one type of Buddhists. Many of them are Japanese. They celebrate February 13 as the anniversary of Buddha's death. For Buddhists, this is not a sad day, but a time to remember that Buddha moved from one state of being to the next
	

	St. Valentine's Day (Feb. 14)

Originally a pagan festival, the holiday eventually was recast as a Christian feast day in honor of St. Valentine—but there are at least three different early saints by that name. How the day became associated with romance remains obscure, and is further clouded by various fanciful legends. 
	

	Chinese New Year (Sun., Feb. 18, 2007)

The most important celebration in the Chinese calendar. Chinese months are reckoned by the lunar calendar, with each month beginning on the darkest day. New Year festivities traditionally start on the first day of the month and continue until the fifteenth, when the moon is brightest. In China, the New Year is a time for family reunions. In the United States, however, many early Chinese immigrants arrived without their families, and found a sense of community by celebrating the holiday through neighborhood associations. 
	

	Washington's Birthday or Presidents' Day (Mon., Feb. 19, 2007)

A federal holiday observed the third Monday in February. The actual date of Washington's birthday is Feb. 22. It is a common misconception that the federal holiday was changed to "Presidents' Day" and now celebrates both Washington and Lincoln. Only Washington is commemorated by the federal holiday; 13 states, however, officially celebrate "Presidents' Day." 
	

	Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) (Tues., Feb. 20, 2007)

Shrove Tuesday falls the day before Ash Wednesday and marks the end of the carnival season, which once began on Epiphany but is now usually celebrated the last three days before Lent. In France, the day is known as Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday), and celebrations are held in several American cities, particularly New Orleans. The day is sometimes called Pancake Tuesday by the English because fats, which were prohibited during Lent, had to be used up. 
	

	Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22, 2007)

The seventh Wednesday before Easter and the first day of Lent, which lasts 40 days. Having its origin sometime before A.D. 1000, it is a day of public penance and is marked in the Roman Catholic Church by the burning of the palms blessed on the previous year's Palm Sunday. With the ashes from the palms the priest then marks a cross with his thumb upon the forehead of each worshipper. The Anglican Church and a few Protestant groups in the United States also observe the day, but generally without the use of ashes. 

	March

	Mar. 1: St. David’s Day: National Day for Welsh people. St. David lived in the 6th century and died on March 1, 544 A.D. Patron Saint of Wales. Holiday is celebrated with storytelling, singing and banquets. Welsh people may wear daffodils in their lapels or leeks in their hat bands as a symbol of their homeland

Mar. 2: Read Across America Day: On March 2, thousands of schools across the United States participate in activities to recognize Read Across America Day. Timed each year to coincide with the birthday of Theodore Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss, Read Across American Day is an opportunity to hold a variety of special book-related events and celebrate the joy of reading

Purim (Feast of Lots) (Sun., March 4, 2007)*
A day of joy and feasting celebrating the deliverance of the Jews from a massacre planned by the Persian minister Haman. According to the Book of Esther, the Jewish queen Esther interceded with her husband, King Ahasuerus, to spare the life of her uncle, Mordecai, and Haman was hanged on the same gallows he had built for Mordecai. The holiday is marked by the reading of the Book of Esther (the Megillah), by the exchange of gifts, and by donations to the poor. 

Saturday nearest Mar. 8: International Women’s Day: Celebrated on the Saturday nearest March 8, the anniversary of the first protest march against terrible working conditions for women textile and garment workers in New York City in 1857. Labor demonstrations and special activities related to women's rights. Celebrated in countries around the world.
	

	St. Patrick's Day (March 17)

St. Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, has been honored in America since the first days of the nation. Perhaps the most notable observance is the annual St. Patrick's Day parade in New York City. 

Mar. 20 Or 21: Now Ruz: Fire-jumping is just part of the preparations for the Middle Eastern Now Ruz Festival, which began more than 2500 years ago. Although Now Ruz [meaning new day] was originally a Zoroastrian festival, it is now celebrated on the first full day of spring, March 20 or 21 by people of every religion in Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and other parts of the Middle East. Now Ruz is a national holiday in Iran.
Mar. 21: Jamshedi Navroz: Zoroatrians call March 21 Jamshedi Navrox, which means, new day of the month of Jamshed. Spring festival involving a jashan, or thanksgiving ceremony.

Mar. 25: Greek Independence Day: Since 1821, the Greeks have observed March 25 as their national Independence Day. Commemorating the day they gained their freedom from Turkey. Evangelismou is an old Christian holy day to remember the Annunciation. In many European countries it is called Lady Day. Also Known As: Evangelismou; Lady Day
	

	Mawlid al-Nabi (Sat., March 31, 2007)*
This holiday celebrates the birthday of Muhammad, the founder of Islam. It is fixed as the 12th day of the month of Rabi I in the Islamic calendar. 
	 

	April

	April Fool's Day (April 1)

The origins of April Fool's Day are uncertain. Some see it as a celebration related to the turn of the seasons, while others believe it stems from the adoption of a new calendar. 
	

	Palm Sunday (April 1, 2007)

Observed the Sunday before Easter to commemorate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

Apr. 2: International Children’s Book Day: April 2 is the birthday of famous Danish storyteller Hans Christian Andersen. The International Board on Books for Youth chose this day to celebrate children's books around the world

	Passover (Pesach) (Tues., April 3, 2007)*
The Feast of the Passover, also called the Feast of Unleavened Bread, commemorates the escape of the Jews from Egypt. As the Jews fled, they ate unleavened bread, and from that time the Jews have allowed no leavening in their houses during Passover, bread being replaced by matzoh. 

Apr. 5: Ch’ing Ming Festival: In China, Ch'ing Ming, the Clear and Bright Festival, is celebrated 106 days after the winter solstice
	

	Good Friday (April 6, 2007)

The Friday before Easter, it commemorates the Crucifixion, which is retold during services from the Gospel according to St. John. A feature in Roman Catholic churches is the Liturgy of the Passion; there is no Consecration, the Host having been consecrated the previous day. The eating of hot-cross buns on this day is said to have started in England. 

	Apr. 8: Hana Matsuri: Some Buddhists, mostly from Japan, celebrate Hana Matsuri, the birth of Buddha on April 8. Hana means flower, and Buddha's birthday is a flower festival. Buddha's actual birthday is in May.
Easter (Sun., April 8, 2007)

Observed in all Western Christian churches, Easter commemorates the Resurrection of Jesus. It is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon that occurs on or next after the vernal equinox (fixed at March 21) and is therefore celebrated between March 22 and April 25 inclusive. This date was fixed by the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325. 
	

	Orthodox Easter (Pascha) (Sun., April 8, 2007)

The Orthodox church uses the same formula to calculate Easter as the Western church, but bases it on the traditional Julian calendar instead of the more contemporary Gregorian calendar. For this reason Orthodox Easter generally falls on a different date than the Western Christian Easter. In 2006, for example, Easter was celebrated on April 16 by Western churches and April 23 by Orthodox churches. But in 2007, the two celebrations coincide on the same date. 

Apr. 13: Bon Chol Chhnam: People from Kampuchea [formerly known as Cambodia] celebrate their New Year, Bon Chol Chhnama, at this time of year. It is the beginning of the rainy season when the work of harvesting the old crop is finished and the new farming season begins.

Apr. 13: Songkran: Buddhists throughout Southeast Asia celebrate the new solar year at the same time as Baisakhi. The Thai New Year celebration, Songkran is a three-day-long religious holiday

Apr. 13 Or 14: Baisakhi: Known as the Solar New Year considered to be a spring New Year's celebration for Hindus, Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs from Lri Lanka, Bangladesh and India. Important religious festivity, particularly for Sikhs who do not work on Baisakhi. Children are given special Baisakhi presents.

Apr. 21-May 2: Rizvan: 12-Day Festival, the holiest time of the year for Baha'is. Rizvan, means paradise is the King of festivals. A time to think about why they hold their faith and celebrate the Great Teacher.

Apr.22: Earth Day: In 1970, Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin proclaimed April 22 to be "Earth Day," he helped give birth to a historic movement. Earth Day 1970 became the largest organized demonstration in US history. More than 20 million people participated in the event that gave birth to the modern environmental movement. Today Earth Day is celebrated around the world with marches, rallies, concerts, festivals, street fairs, clean-ups, planting and other environmental events
Apr. 23: St. George’s Day: When people say the expression By George! they actually mean, By St. George. St. George was a famous knight who, according to legend, slayed a dragon and saved a princess. He also converted many people to Christianity in 300 A.D. St. George's Day is an important Greek name-day and the patron saint in many Greek communities. Celebrated on April 23. Celebrated on May 6 for Bulgarians and Macedonians, because of the Julian Calendar they use.
Apr. 25: Anzac Day: Anzac Day, a public holiday in Australia and New Zealand, commemorates the landing at Gallipoli in 1915 of the two countries' fighting men, the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, during World War I. In the early hours of April 25, at various Shrines of Remembrance, cenotaphs and war memorials everywhere in Australia and New Zealand, there is a gathering of the men and women who have gone to war and returned, and with their families and friends gather for a dawn service that heralds the start of another Anzac Day.

Arbor Day: Celebrated late April or Early May: The Latin word arbor means tree. J. Stanley Morton, in the 19th century in Nebraska came up with the idea of planting trees as a way to celebrate spring growth in his nearly treeless state. Morton promoted the idea of Arbor Day and in 1885, his birthday April 22 was declared a legal holiday to plant trees. 
	

	May

	May Day (May 1)

Although celebrated with far greater fanfare in other countries, May Day in the United States is a celebration of Spring as well as a day honoring organized labor. 

May 5: Santa Cruzen Day: In the Philippines, May 3 is considered the first day of spring. Also a special day in the Filipino Catholic Church, the Day of Commemoration of the Holy Cross, or, Santa Cruzan.
	

	Cinco de Mayo (May 5)

Cinco de Mayo is often referred to as Mexico's Independence Day, but actually marks the 1862 battle in Puebla when a small, outnumbered Mexican army defeated the French, a turning point in Mexico's struggle for independence. Ironically, it is a holiday that is in fact more beloved by Americans than by Mexicans. 
	

	VE-Day (May 8)

VE-DAY marks formal celebration of the Allies' victory in Europe during World War II. 

	Mother's Day (Sun., May 13, 2007)

Observed the second Sunday in May, as proposed by Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia in 1907. West Virginia was the first state to recognize the holiday in 1910, and President Woodrow Wilson officially proclaimed Mother's Day a national holiday in 1914. 

May 13: Vesak: All Buddhists, no matter the country, celebrate three main events in the life of Buddha; his birth, enlightenment and paranirvana. Many celebrate all three as one event. Usually on the day of the fourth full moon after the lunar new year, or the Sunday closest to that day. Celebrated around the second Sunday in May.
	

	Ascension Day (Thurs., May 17, 2007)

The Ascension of Jesus took place in the presence of his apostles 40 days after the Resurrection. It is traditionally thought to have occurred on Mount Olivet in Bethany. 

	Shavuot (Hebrew Pentecost) (Wed., May 23, 2007)*
This festival sometimes called the Feast of Weeks, or of Harvest, or of the First Fruits, falls 50 days after Passover and originally celebrated the end of the seven-week grain-harvesting season. In later tradition, it also celebrated the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

Around May 23: Canadian Citizenship Day: Citizenship Day in Canada has been held on the Friday before Victoria Day since 1958. Canada's Citizenship Act came into being on January 1, 1947 and the first official Citizenship Day was May 23, 1950. A day for all Canadians to think about the rights and duties, privileges and responsibilities of being a Canadian

May 24: Victoria Day: Since 1952, the Monday before May 24 has been celebrated as Victoria Day in Canada, even though Queen Victoria, whose birthday is being honored, has been dead for many years. Throughout the British Empire in the 19th century it was customary to celebrate the monarch's birthday. Canadian's got so use to celebrating the holiday it has become a permanent Canadian holiday, except in Quebec, where the holiday is called Fete de Dollard des Ormeaux.
	 

	Pentecost (Whitsunday) (Sun., May 27, 2007)

This day commemorates the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the apostles 50 days after the Resurrection. "Whitsunday" is believed to have come from "white Sunday," when, among the English, white robes were worn by those baptized on the day. 

	Memorial Day (Mon., May 28, 2007)

Memorial Day became a federal holiday in 1971 and is observed on the last Monday in May. It originated in 1868, when Union General John A. Logan designated a day in which the graves of Civil War soldiers would be decorated. Originally known as Decoration Day, the holiday was changed to Memorial Day within 20 years, becoming a holiday dedicated to the memory of all war dead. 
	


