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Critical Thinking ïmany definitions

ÂCritical Thinking ñis exploring questions about and 
solutions for issues which are not clearly defined and 
for which there are no clear-cut answersò (American 
Accounting Association)

ÂñWe understand critical thinking to be purposeful, 
self-regulatory judgment which results in 
interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference, as 
well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual, 
methodological, criteriological, or contextual 
considerations upon which that judgment is based.ò 
(American Philosophical Association)



Critical Thinking ïa broad 

definition?

ÂñCritical thinking is the intellectually disciplined 
process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing, 
applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating 
information gathered from, or generated by, 
observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or 
communication, as a guide to belief and action. In its 
exemplary form, it is based on universal intellectual 
values that transcend subject matter divisions: clarity, 
accuracy, precision, consistency, relevance, sound 
evidence, good reasons, depth, breadth, and fairness.ò 
(Scriven and Paul for National Council for 
Excellence in Critical Thinking)


