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Kendall Center for Engaged Learning 
Faculty Development Workshop


Workshop:

Imagine a simple classroom technique that would not only benefit student learning and instructional effectiveness, but could also be used to discover what students are learning in your course.  Join faculty colleagues from across the campus to learn how knowledge surveys, which consist of items that cover the full breadth of course objectives, serve many of these needs.  In knowledge surveys, Students interact with the survey at the beginning, middle, and end of a course, providing information about their background and preparation, content and skill mastery, the development of self-assessment skills, and instructional effectiveness.  The surveys capture data from both cognitive and affective domains, and provide unique information that bridges that of exams and student evaluations.  Workshop participants will learn how to design and implement of knowledge surveys, how to interpret student responses to knowledge surveys, and how to construct a knowledge survey for one of their own courses.

Registration & Book Allowance:

Faculty participating in the workshop will receive a $50 book allowance to support continued innovations in teaching. This allowance will support orders for discipline-specific books as well as books on pedagogical issues. To register, e-mail Cathy Blaukat (cblaukat@gustavus.edu) with the subject heading “SOTL workshop” by Friday, March 6. This workshop, a part of the John S. Kendall Center for Engaged Learning’s Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) initiative. For additional questions, please contact the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning liaison, Margaret Bloch Qazi (mqazi@gustavus.edu). 

About the Presenter:

Dr. Karl Wirth, Associate Professor in the Geology Department at Macalester College, has worked extensively on methods for helping undergraduates develop skills in self-assessment and become more intentional learners. Recent presentations include: 

· Wirth, K.R., and Perkins, D., 2007, Learning About Thinking and Thinking About Learning: Innovations in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning at the Liberal Arts Colleges, St. Olaf and Carleton College, Minnesota, February 16-18, 2007

· Wirth, Karl R., 2005, Learning to learn: why not be explicit in the classroom?:   Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of America, Salt Lake City, Utah, Abstracts with Programs, v. 37, no. 7, p. 549. 

· Wirth, Karl R., Perkins, Dexter, and Nuhfer, Ed, 2005, Knowledge surveys: an ideal tool for assessing learning and for evaluating instructional practices and curricula: Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of America, Salt Lake City, Utah, Abstracts with Programs, v. 37, no. 7, p. 119.

Additional curricular materials and presentations are available on his website: http://www.macalester.edu/geology/wirth/CourseMaterials.html.

Knowledge Surveys:  A Tool for Improving Thinking, Learning, and Assessing





Tuesday March 17, 2 to 4:30 pm in the Board Room (JCC 201)





Lead by Dr. Karl Wirth, Macalester College








