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In-text references allow your readers to locate the full citations for sources in your reference list. 
Author's last name and year of publication are key elements of APA in-text references.   
 
• Refer to the author’s name in the text or include it with the year in parentheses: Vang 

asserts . . . (2004) or (Vang, 2004). When quoting directly from a source, include the page 
number: (Vang, 2004, p. 33).  

• If there is no author, use a shortened version of the title: (“Mind,” 2007). 
• If there are multiple works by the same author or authors published in the same year, add a 

lowercase letter with the year: (Peters, 2004b). 
• When a work has two authors cite both names and the year: (Tabor & Garza, 2006). For 

three to six authors, cite all authors in first reference with the year and, for subsequent 
references, use first author followed by “et al.”  

• Leave out page numbers or dates if the source doesn’t have them.  
• If you quote a source found in another source, indicate the original author and the source in 

which you found it: Psychologist Gary Wells asserted . . . (as cited in Doyle, 2005, p. 122).  
• Ensure that every in-text citation leads to a source in the reference list 
 
Books  
 
Book by one author 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher. 
Venkatesh, S. A. (2006) Off the books: The underground economy of the urban poor. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
 
Edited book 
Last name of Editor, First initial(s). (Ed.) (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher.  
Brummett, B. (Ed.) (2008). Uncovering hidden rhetorics: Social issues in disguise. Los Angeles: 

Sage.  
 
Book by more than one author 
Last name, First initial(s) & Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book. Place: Publisher.  
Guerrero, L. K. & Floyd, K. (2006). Nonverbal communication in close relationships. Mahwah, 

NJ: Erlbaum. 
 
Book in an edition other than first 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of book (number of edition). Place: Publisher. 
Johnson, B. & Christensen, L. B. (2008). Educational research: Quantitative, qualitative, and 

mixed approaches. (3rd ed.).  Los Angeles: Sage. 
 
Work in an anthology or collection of essays 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of essay. In first initial last name (Ed.) Title of book 

(pages). Place: Publisher. 
Alberts, H. C. (2006). The Multiple transformations of Miami. In H. Smith & O. J. Furuseth (Eds.) 

Latinos in the new south: Transformations of place (pp. 135-51). Burlington, VT: 
Ashgate. 

 
 
Web pages 
 
Web site 
Last name, First initial(s) or Organization Name. (Date). Title of site. Retrieved date, from URL 



Secretariat of the Convention on Biodiversity, United Nations Biodiversity Programmes. (2005). 
Convention on biological diversity. Retrieved January 12, 2009, from 
http://www.biodiv.org/ 

 
Web page within a Web site 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of page. In Title of site. Retrieved date, from URL 
The great divide: How Westerners and Muslims view each other. (2006, July 6). In Pew global 

attitudes project. Retrieved February 15, 2009, from 
http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=253 

 
Articles  
 
Journal article in print, on the web, or in a database with a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. 

doi:number 
Geers, A. L., Wellman, J. A., & Lassiter, G. D. (2009). Dispositional optimism and engagement: 

The moderating influence of goal prioritization. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 94(4), 913-932. doi: 10.1037/a0014746  

 
Journal article without a DOI found on the web 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. 

Retrieved from URL. Include a date retrieved only if the article is a draft or preprint.  
Bendetto, M. M. (2008). Crisis on the immigration bench: An ethical perspective. Brooklyn Law 

Review, 73(2), 467-523. Retrieved June 10, 2009, from http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/ 
          papers.cfm?abstract_id=1084262 
 
Journal article without a DOI found in a database 
Last name, First initial(s). (Date). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(number), pages. 

Retrieved from Title of Database database. 
Staub, E. & Pearlman, L. A. (2009) Reducing intergroup prejudice and conflict: a commentary. 

Journal of Personality , 11(3), 3-23. Retrieved from Communication & Mass Media 
Complete database.  

 
Newspaper article  
Last name, First initial(s). (Year, month and day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, p. section 

and page(s). 
DeParle, J. (2009, April 19). Struggling to rise in suburbs where failing means fitting in. New 

York Times, p. A1, A20-A21.  
 
Newspaper article found on the web 
Last name, First initial(s). (Year, month and day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. Retrieved 

from URL. 
Loenhardt, D. (2009, June 9). For U.S., a sea of perilous red ink, years in the making. New York 

Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 
 
Magazine article  
Last name, First initial(s). (Year, month and day). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume, 

pages. 
Collins, L. (2009, April 20). The vertical tourist. New Yorker,  68-79. 
 
Magazine article found in a database 
Last name, First initial(s). (Year, month and day if relevant). Title of article. Title of Magazine, 

pages. Retrieved from Title of Database database. 
Shenk, J. W. (2009, June). What makes us happy? Atlantic. Retrieved 10 June, 2009, from 

Academic Search Premier database. 


	Web pages

